
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 1st October 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
District Councillor’s Barry Wood (BW) and Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and five members of the public were in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Kirby (MK) and District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the main flooding item.  ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd of September 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

There were no issues from District more pressing than flooding and it was decided to allow more time for the matter of flooding in Water Stratford Rd to be addressed during the open forum.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

The issues arising from recent primary and secondary flooding were addressed.  The issue of stones on the verge was also revisited.
Resolved  (i) GCM and SC are to continue liaising with OCC and CDC officers.  (ii)  GCM is to try and obtain a supply of sandbags for the village.  (iii)  SC is to stress the vulnerability of residents to OCC/CDC and keep residents informed of any communication.  (iv)  GCM is to contact Kathryn Gash, OCC, when she returns from leave about measures to be taken to avoid damage of the verge in the location, which had been raised before.  (v)  SC is to contact Scott White, OCC, regarding the placing of an upstand across a driveway, which had been raised as an issue with him two years ago.  (vi)  the PC is to pursue the matter of enforcement of removal of stones with Kathryn Gash, OCC, when she returns from leave.
6.  MATTERS ARISING (21.01)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to continue liaising with the PC solicitor on this matter.  (iii)  ST is to confirm with the VHMC that they are happy for the defibrillator to be installed on the wall of the village hall.  (iv)  RB will hopefully be able to wire the cabinet in.  (v)  SC to liaise with the Sports Club after they have been able to hold a committee meeting.  (vi)  SC is to send a formal letter to the VHMC requesting the placement of the defibrillator.                 
6.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) A quote for landscaping of the old play area has come in, much less than a previous quote, but JB will wait to hear how much of the landfill compensation money will be available.  (iii)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
6.03
VAS Sign  Nothing further has been heard.        

Resolved (i) This is to be a full agenda item in November.    
6.04
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and other riparian landowners are to meet again with Andrew Morsley to discuss possibilities for water retention on their land.  (iii)  the PC will need to consider whether funding is available for replacement grids on the culvert beside Fulwell Rd.  (iv)  the gullies will need to be checked again before winter.  (v)  SC is to thank the resident for their positive response to the PC’s approach concerning gravel driveways and give them links to obtain further advice.  (vi)  SC is to write again to the riparian landowner and ask for clarification of his reply.  (vii)  JB is to store any remaining sandbags if GCM is able to obtain any.  
6.05
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to forward any emails on this matter to GCM.  
6.06
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.07
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has still to hear from the third supplier asked to quote.    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MC is to obtain fresh quotes from all three suppliers with a work date of Jan-Feb 2025.    
6.08
Review of Assets  No further sheets were returned.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.09
Speeding  MKB has still not heard from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.10
Public Access and Rights of Way  The matter of access to PC land was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write and thank the resident for his offer a padlock and key but to explain that this is unacceptable and ask that a close-boarded section of fence should replace the gate.

6.11
Autumn Clean  This went well and was attended by 13 volunteers.  The signs look much better for a cleanup. 


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.12
Bund Inspection  This item was discussed.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Participating councillors to meet at 10am on the bund on Saturday 5th, with hand tools. 
6.13
Domestic Abuse Appeal  This request was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) The PC are unable to make a donation due to S137 rules.  
6.14
Newsletter  This was produced and distributed. 


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.15
Layby Pothole  This has been marked to be fixed by fix-my-street. 


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.16
Damaged Trees and Lifted Slabs  JB confirms that the trees damaged by hedge trimming or vandalism are recovering well and no further action is needed.  Quotes have been obtained for work on the slabs in Chinalls Close.   


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB to try and weedkill the hedgeline adjacent to the trees and remove the ivy suckers from the Jubilee Tree.  (iii)  ST to meet with two contractors to look at the possibility of relaying the worst 14 slabs as the quotes for the whole area are very high.

6.17
Bank Mandate  The issue of the mandate was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and JB are to try again to upload their signatures to the revision.

6.18
EKFB Visitor’s Centre  This is now to visit the village hall car park from 3-6pm on Tuesday October 8th.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.19
Age UK  The matter of inviting Age UK to give a ‘how to deal with scams’ talk was discussed.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to complete and return the booking form to invite Age UK to the 2025 APM.

6.20
Winter Preparedness  The form has been returned and acknowledged.  The PC will receive a free bag of salt this winter.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  JB and her husband to fill all the grit bins from this bag before winter.
6.21
Ragwort  SC has written to local landowners requesting action on the issue.

Resolved (i) To put this item on the March agenda.  (ii)  To include an item on this matter in the next newsletter.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.36)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliations for the second quarter were presented and signed.  Internal controls for September were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The new accounting system is now in use.  The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and arriving since, was presented and signed by MKB.          
It was reported that there was £24,418.82 in the Treasurer Account and £5,291.51 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during September:

£185.20 from the Sports Association – insurance contribution

£7,300.00 from CDC – second tranche of precept

£25.47 from HSBC – bank interest on Business Money Manager Account

The following had been paid out during September:

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£28.60 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax – September)

£703.00 to River Thame Conservation Trust (Gen Admin – survey)
£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for October) - paid by s/o 
HSBC Account charges - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges for August) – paid automatically

Hugo Fox - £143.86 (Gen Admin - Annual Internet charge) 

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman. 
CDC - £267.70 (Running Costs – dog bin emptying)

SW Services - £480.00 – (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting Aug/Sept) - paid under schedule

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.        
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.41)
There had been no requests for S137.  A letter of condolence after a sad loss in the village was decided under urgent business.
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.42)

The current situation on the site was discussed.

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.43)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  No volunteers have come forward to inspect the play area following the newsletter request.             
Resolved (i) MC is to inspect the play area weekly for the time being.  (ii)  Another newsletter is to be produced shortly with an article explaining that the play area may have to close if no inspection volunteer is forthcoming.       
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.45)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
12.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.46)

The PC considered the hours worked by the Clerk in the last quarter.

Resolved  (i)  To place this matter on the November agenda.  (ii)  The PC will pay the Clerk for two more hours each month from November, this decision to be finalised at the November meeting.
13.  OXFORDSHIRE COUNCILS CHARTER (21.48)

The charter had been circulated for councillors to consider.    

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To approve the Oxfordshire Councils Charter, a framework for better partnership working in Oxfordshire, including shared commitments and principals.  (iii)  SC is to notify OCC of this approval.
14.  GRIEVANCE AND DISCIPLINARY POLICIES (21.50)
The new joint grievance and disciplinary policy was discussed.      

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC adopts the new policy, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC is to place the new policy on the web, removing the now redundant former policies.    
15.  MEMORIAL WREATH AND SILENT SOLDIER (21.51)

The PC discussed plans for the remembrance season.
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC is to order a type B wreath from the new RBL contact.  (iii)  The PC will donate £100 for this wreath once it is delivered, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  (iv)  the Silent Soldier will again be placed at the Cross Tree triangle, with a light in place.  (v)  KG is to place the Silent Soldier, with help from other councillors if required.  
16.  SPINNEY MANAGEMENT PLAN (21.53)

The details of how to proceed need to be considered.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the November agenda. 
17.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.54) 
24/00449/F – Petrol Station – temporary access from A4421 – withdrawn

24/02198/F – Wyndham Rose, Mere Rd – retrospective front porch/garage conversion, infill to existing side porch, removal of existing chimney stack, loft conversion with rear box dormer and one and two storey extensions to the rear – re-submission of 18/02235/F – this was discussed under correspondence at the September meeting – the PC has no objections

24/02497/SCH16 – HS2 – approval of scheme in Main St Mixbury – notification

24/02498/SCH16 – HS2 – approval of scheme in Warren Farm Finmere - notification

Resolved (i) To note the position.  

18.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.55)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Email from resident about access to the new service station

Email from resident about parking on the footway

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
BBOWT wildlife initiative

Flooding update from OCC

Flood warnings and info from OCC

OALC September update – sexual harassment policy/HR templates

Usual reports

Resolved (i) The PC has contacted Tingewick PC to ask if representations can be made in favour of a shorter pathway from the underpass and also to see if improvements can be made to the stile from Sandpit Hill and SC will follow up this issue.  (ii)  SC is to write a letter to all residents of Chinalls Close and MC will print and distribute it.  (iii)  Nobody was able to attend the BBOWT event.  (iv)  SC will place the OCC flooding update sheet, with its many links, on the web.  (v)  SC will look at a sexual harassment policy and examine the HR templates, these can be on the November or December agenda.

19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.10)
Dogbins – It is reported by a resident that these have been full to overflowing in recent weeks.
Carol Service – the PCC has asked for a date for this event.

Blocked drain – there is a blocked drain at the eastern end of Mere Rd.
Flooding – JB feels that more detail needs to be given on the flooding discussions so that it is clear in the future how things were arrived at.

VE Day 80 – KG has now received the form for registering the celebrations.  

Overgrowing hedge – this is making it difficult for the public to access Captain’s Lane.
Resolved (i) SC is to check with CDC on the timetable for bin emptying.  (ii)  JB is to inform the PCC that Friday December 6th would be the best time.  (iii)  This is to be an agenda item in November.  (iv)  Councillors are to consider who could be asked to turn on the lights.  (v)  SC is to report this to fix-my-street and also pass it on to GCM.  (vi)  SC is to include more detail in the monthly flooding sheet which is circulated to councillors.  (vii)  KG is to complete and return the form.  (viii)  SC is to write to the owners of the hedge and ask that it be cut back.
(Item 5.05 was now discussed)

20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.54)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday November 12th.              
Meeting closed at 22.55. 
The annual appraisal of the Clerk/RFO was then carried out.
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