

MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of meeting held on 8th July 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles (WBG), District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and one member of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS).  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.  KG and JB declared an interest in flooding matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meetings of 3rd June 2025 and 17th June 2025 (Ext) were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

As the new County Cllr, WBG, was present he introduced himself to the PC and explained that he hoped to be present on a regular, if not monthly, basis in the future and urged the PC to let him know of any issues that he could help with.  He explained that it was unfortunate that the attempt to buy the Red Lion pub in Little Tingewick had not been successful, there is a scheme at OCC, with one Cllr being a member of a Society to Protect Pubs, which could possibly have been able to offer help and advice.

At this point MKB gave the thanks of the PC to GCM for all her help with information and support concerning the outline application for building ten houses in the village.

GCM confirmed that the new Local Plan had passed its initial consultation and will go before the full council on July 21st.  The condition on the ten-house application that building cannot proceed until the Buckingham sewage treatment works has been improved to cope with it was not in the draft minutes, but MKB has contacted the committee, and it will be in the final minutes.  OCC have confirmed that they will install a post for a VAS sign on the verge on the approach from the roundabout.  This will be at the PC’s expense.

Resolved  (i) The PC will provide the manufacturer information for the signs they are considering, as different manufacturers require different posts, to GCM.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.54)

The member of the public present raised the matter of the stile into the field opposite the Red Lion.  This stile is actually in Little Tingewick, but SC has communicated with the landowner before, and the stile was remodelled as a consequence.  Unfortunately, the adjusted stile still has a very high upper bar, is rather rickety and has no access for larger dogs under the lower bar anymore.  
Resolved  (i) SC is to write to the landowner and request a kissing gate be installed if possible.  (ii)  SC is to explain the situation regarding the location of the gate outside the parish on Facebook, in response to comments there.
6.  MATTERS ARISING (20.10)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to write to the solicitor requesting that they expedite the completed lease for signing.  (iii)  SC is to inform the Sports Club that they can fit a ‘muster’ sign to the noticeboard in the village hall carpark, in order to comply with their new fire safety regulations.   
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The PC will wait till the weather is kinder to plant the new trees.   
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to inform WBG of the current situation regarding OCC.  (iii)  Cllrs are to observe the gully situation as OCC has promised to clear them all during August.  (iv)  There is to be a visit by an OCC officer on Monday 14th July and Cllrs will accompany him and address all the outstanding issues – including the hole in the carriageway in Valley Rd, which is above the culvert.

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  This was covered in Section 4 above. 

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing to report.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  There is no news of HS2’s willingness to part fund the fence.                

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to obtain a quote from CJM Fencing for the replacement of 4 or 5 rotten posts in the village hall car park fence.  ST will liaise on this.  Another contractor will be contacted also.            
6.07
Review of Assets  Sheets are still awaited.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the September agenda.  (ii)  All sheets to be handed in then.  (iii)  The new design of check sheet – with a three year lifespan – is accepted.  (iv)  SC is to distribute these new sheets in February 2026 in order that they can be completed and returned in time for the insurance renewal in June.
6.08
Speeding  GCM has heard nothing from OCC.      


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  SC is to give details of the matter to WBG. 
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  The resident is happy for the gate to be boarded up on the spinney side.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to obtain a quote for the boarding up from CJM Fencing and the other contractor is to be asked.  
6.10
VAS Sign  This was addressed in Section 4 above.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.11
Light pollution  There has been no news on this matter.
 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.   (ii)  SC and JB are to send any info they have to GCM.   
6.12
Dogbin  These are now both in place.  Tingewick PC have taken on the responsibility for the bin near the stile.       

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) SC is to inform CDC of the new bin at the playing field.    
6.13
Tree Checks  The listing and numbering of all trees is now nearly completed.  JB has raised issues concerning some of the trees she has looked at during compilation.  The OCC work on trees around the village that they are responsible for has been carried out and JB is happy with the results.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC and MKB are to act as liaison for the branch trimming work being carried out in July around cables.  (iii)  MKB is to check the playing field deeds to ascertain the ownership of the large trees along the west boundary of the playing field.  (iv)  The Stable Close bund must be assessed professionally during the next 12 months.  (v)  Large evergreen on Chinalls Close open space needs to be professionally inspected.  (vi)  The ivy needs to be stripped from this evergreen for a length of the trunk so that the rest will die back and the inspection will be possible.
6.14
Parish Liaison meeting  MKB spoke up about the ‘black hole’ for emails that OCC has become.  


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.15
Super Users  MC agrees to become a super user for the village, at least on a trial basis.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to forward any info to MC.  (iii)  MC to email GCM and complete the necessary online registration.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.20)

The quarterly financial report was presented.  The bank reconciliations for the quarter were presented and signed.  Current spending was compared with the budget expectations.  Internal controls for May and June were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented.         
It was reported that there was £20,232.07 in the Treasurer Account and £5,363.74 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during June:

£369.73 from HMRC – reclaimed VAT for 2024/25 year

£142.62 from Sports Club – quarterly repayment of insurance

The following had been paid out during June:

£560.00 to SW Services (running costs – grass cutting)

£59.14 to Start Traffic (capital expenditure – post for dog bin)

£279.90 to Eugenia Skelly (general admin – internal audit)

£12.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£70.00 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£4.51 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for July) - paid s/o 
Eugenia Skelly – (Gen Admin – internal audit) – paid under urgent business

Start Traffic – (Cap ex – dog bin post) – paid under urgent business

Three other invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.  

SW Services - £560.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) – scheduled payment
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically 

Clerk – £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for August) - paid s/o 

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve and sign the bank reconciliations.  (iii)  to approve payment of invoices.  (iv) to confirm that no action was needed due to the budget comparison.  (v)  ST confirms that the mower will need to be serviced this year.  (vi)  SC is to chase up the payment for the clothing bin from CDC.
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.40)
There had been no requests for S137.  Two invoices had been approved under urgent business.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.  

9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.41)

The EA did not visit the site but they will in the future.     

 Resolved (i) To note the position.  

10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.42)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i) The hedge beside the play area is to be cut back in September.  (ii)  SC is to request details of proposed replacement sight screens from the Cricket Club.  (iii) The PC is to consider donating toward these screens at the September meeting.  (iv)  JB is to remove any dead branches from the red oaks beside the field.              
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.44)
There are new residents this month in Fulwell Rd.                 

Resolved (i) MKB is to deliver a welcome letter.
12.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.46)

The Clerk’s hours for the period 1 Apr 2025 – 30 June 2025 were presented.  They are consistent with previous year’s figures, allowing for the increase.    

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.

13.  SPRING CLEAN  (21.48)

CDC is happy to support an autumn cleaning day.  
Resolved  (i)  The date will be September 27th.  (ii)  The member of the public present books the village hall for this day.  (iii)   SC is to inform CDC of the requirements and dates.

14.  ROAD REPAIRS  (21.50)
No issues are raised.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  (ii)  To remove this item from the agenda.

15.  ANTI-BULLYING, HARASSMENT AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY (21.51)

This expanded policy has been circulated in advance of the meeting.

Resolved  (i) To adopt the policy, proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (ii)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (iii)  SC to post the new policy on the web.

16.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.52)

25/00763/LB – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – additional bathroom, convert current bathroom to en-suite – application permitted

25/00824/F – OS Parcel 01621, Fulwell Rd – create vehicular access with 4m galvanised gate – application permitted

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
17.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.53)
Correspondence for meeting 

None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

OALC May update – for information
Local Government reorganisation news – for information
Charities and small groups needs survey – for information
Partial night lighting in Oxon consultation – see below
Unitary council info – for information
geViews summer plans for open areas – for information
Organisation of local government and scrapping of funding for Neighbourhood Plans – for information
National Paralympics 10th birthday invite – see below
OALC June update – for information
Winter preparedness request for info – see below
Insurance company webinar info – see below
Student request for dissertation info – see below
Age UK plea for trustees – for information

24/03396/F – Glebe Farm and stables – Change of use to equestrian – recommended to approve – see below
Usual reports – for information
Resolved (i) As the previous consultation on this received a very strong negative response from residents the PC will not contribute to the consultation.  (ii)  Any councillor who wishes can attend the Paralympics birthday party on behalf of the PC.  (iii) MC is to inform JB of the state of the contents of the grit bins and JB will ask SC to order more salt if necessary.  (iv)  Any councillor who is able to attend this webinar can take note of any advice for the PC.  (v)  The PC feels it cannot provide information relevant to this request.  (vi)  SC will place this application on the agenda for September.  

18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.57)
Ragwort – The problem of ragwort is very severe and it is vital to get it cut back before it goes to seed.  The worst areas are the verges under the control of HS2.

VJ Day – A resident has asked if there is to be any celebration.

School Trees – Two trees at the edge of the school field appear to be dead.

Revd Alice – There is to be a farewell bring and share picnic on August 10th.  

Electricity – There have been several outages lately, which are due to low voltage problems.

Resolved  (i)  MKB will speak to HS2 and the relevant landowners.  (ii)  SC will check to see if any plans are to be supported or encouraged by government.  (iii)  SC will write to the school.  (iv)  As many councillors as possible will attend.  SC is to send a farewell card on behalf of the PC.  (v)  The PC will monitor the situation and keep in mind the vulnerable.

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.14)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday September 2nd 2025.          
Meeting closed at 22.15.
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