
MEETING OF 

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 30th June 2020 remotely via Zoom
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG) and Joanne Brooks (JB)
In attendance:- County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) and Sharron Chalcraft (SC) (Parish Clerk and RFO)
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillor Tim Ayling (TA)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC).  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)
The minutes of the meeting of 26th of May 2020 were approved with corrections.

At this point the meeting addressed Section 11 below as IC had to attend another meeting.  IC also gave a County update as follows:

The current recovery phase of the pandemic crisis is well in train.  The council are focussing on the 3 R’s – restore, recover, and renew.  Libraries are to open soon.  On the renewal front the council is following the old adage ‘never waste a crisis’ and is taking the opportunity to make changes.  A new devolution white paper is to reorganise local government.  OCC also has a role in the new Test and Trace system.  The council is prepared for 4 levels of control if a local lockdown is required – buildings (i.e. an individual block of flats or care home), geographic (a housing estate or village), demographic isolation (elderly people or the very young etc) and wide area (a general lockdown such as that in place in Leicester).
The return of schools has presented a lot of difficulty, though it is very necessary.  Quite apart from the loss of education it has been striking how many fewer referrals have been made to social services of children in need without the input from skilled staff in schools.  Transport has proved to be one of the biggest problems, with social distancing there are not enough buses in the county to transport the 11,000 children a day that need to get to school.

The Comet bus service will return, though this may be at a much later stage of the restart period.  

IC asks if the advice from OCC on reopening village halls and play areas has been helpful.  ST explained that the VHMC were assessing the requirements for reopening the village play area, and asked IC for advice.  ST said that some official advice seemed to suggest that written risk assessments were not required, and that parents could be requested to wipe down equipment after use.  He said his view was that there should be a requirement to provide written risk assessments, and that the provision of hand sanitiser and other cleaning materials, and regular sanitising and cleaning of play equipment would be necessary.  IC said that in the litigious world in which we live written risk assessments should be compiled and all reasonable precautions taken.  IC agrees that it is a very difficult job, especially for volunteer groups in rural areas.  Some councils are fitting hand sanitiser dispensers or outside taps.  JB explains that the Church has implemented a rota for cleaning, with a whiteboard for people to sign in if they enter the Church, therefore if nobody signs in there is no need to clean.  At the weekend a more detailed cleaning is undertaken.  Hand sanitiser, wipes and a spray are always available.  IC reminds the PC that support grant funds are still available and could be used to help with the cost of equipment and supplies of this type.

4.  MATTERS ARISING (20.15)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  SC has reminded Katy Whitton, Sports Club Secretary, that the loan repayment due from last year should be made as soon as is possible.  ST suggests that it might be best to waive the grass cutting fee for this year, it is unlikely that any cricket will be played and there has been no football for some time.  The PC are happy with this idea, proposed ST, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  ST is to raise this issue at the next meeting of the VHMC as their agreement is required.  c/f

4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  JB has spoken with Martin Ayres, Mixbury Trust, regarding the valuation and he confirms that the issue is still with their land agent.  c/f

4.03
Defibrillator Guardianship  SC has spoken with Roger Blake, electrician.  He has been thinking of ways to proceed and SC has given him the access code so that he can examine the cabinet.  He would prefer to wait until September, when schools should be running normally again, before carrying out the work.  This is acceptable to the PC.  c/f

4.04
Trees of Remembrance Plaque  The plaque wording as rendered by the engravers has been circulated and everyone is very pleased.  KG is to ask them to proceed, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  c/f

4.05
Stable Close Play Area Refurbishment  c/f
4.06
Emergency Vehicle Access Signs  c/f

4.07
Spring Clean    c/f

4.08
Mower Service  c/f

4.09
May APM  SC has now compiled the reports, with a couple still outstanding, and put them onto the website.  
4.10
Village Hall Access  The key safe code has now been given to the emergency planning department at OCC.  

4.11
Newsletter  No newsletter has been sent out since the last meeting.  
4.12
May meeting Governance Reviews  Any amendments have been carried out and placed on the website.
4.13
Insurance Renewal  This invoice has now been paid.

4.14
Road Closure Notices  These have been placed on the website.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.35)

The monthly financial report was presented. 

It was reported that there was £13,855.66 in the Treasurer Account and £4,821.81 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid in during May:

£7.70 from Steve Trice – capital income (sale of the ride on animals from Stable Close)

£760.76 from OCC – grass cutting grant
The following had been paid out during April:

£67.69 to Keysafe Company – (running costs – key safe for village hall)

£303.95 to SC - (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The invoice for the internal audit has been received in the sum of £225.00.  SC is to pay this, proposed MK, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

The invoice for the village hall roof refurbishment has been received in the sum of £19,680.00.  This is to be paid, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (The money from HS2 to cover this payment has been received during June so there are sufficient funds available).

6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.40)
No requests for funding have been received.  The payment of the play area inspection report invoice was agreed under urgent business, this will appear in the June financial report to be given at the July meeting.  

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.41)
MK confirms that the emissions monitor is still in Finmere.  The smell does seem to have lessened.  ST points out that he noticed a whiff this morning.  MKB did not notice that at his end of the village.  The report being carried out by the EA is still ongoing.  

8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.43)
The sorting out of the leases is still ongoing.  
ST confirms that he has walked the field this month and all is well.  
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.44)
There are no known new residents. 
10.  PENSION SCHEME COMPLIANCE (20.45)

The workplace pension scheme requires any employees who are not eligible for automatic enrolment to be offered a place on a workplace scheme if they desire it.  This offer has to be renewed at intervals.  MKB has written to SC and asked if she would like to take part in a scheme.  SC has replied in the negative.  MKB is to complete registration of compliance with the scheme’s requirements.

11.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (19.34)

This section was discussed after Section 3 above.

MW.0048/20 – land to the south of London Road – proposed aggregate borrow pit – MKB has all the information for the application stored on some memory sticks.  ST has one, JB and KG would like one also.  The submissions are long and complicated but MKB was disappointed to see that a lot of ‘copy and paste’ had gone on from previous Opes applications, the access section being a good example.  IC points out that the response needs balance.  A successful objection is unlikely and would not result in the cancellation of HS2 but merely in the aggregate needed having to be brought in by road, though of course an objection is in the choice of the PC and IC will back them in whatever course they take.  MKB feels that the planners have missed a trick by not looking at bringing it in by rail as far as the nearest station to the trace.  IC advises that the PC should look for any sort of mitigations that they can get introduced.  MKB explains that the PC has done this sort of distillation of mitigations before.  The questions of noise, transport of materials, hydrogeology and more were submitted, and OCC had asked that these observations should be taken into account in the formation of the application.  They are not addressed.  IC says it is important to flag this matter now and ask for clarification.  This is a dynamic process and answers can still be obtained.  MKB has already raised the matter of ‘significant dewatering from underneath the landfill’ referred to in the application, but has had no reply.  Apparently, contaminants in the limescale layer indicate that the liners of the cells are not fully containing leachate.  Lowering the water level will allow leachate to leak out.  MKB feels it is important to raise our concerns.  The proposed works are much deeper than the nearby cutting, which was itself filled with unmonitored waste many years ago.  

ST points out that the documents make reference to the historic brickworks, tile works and landfill which indicate the likelihood of ground contamination which it was not possible to quantify, and that these would need to be dealt with as and when they were encountered.  Also, ground gases could be a threat to workers excavating the pit.  ST thought these factors should be included in mitigation actions requested in the PC submission.  ST also points out that the application refers to making use of the top layer of sand and aggregate that will be excavated, as well as the limestone below.  The pit was not supposed to be used for commercial purposes other than for HS2, this needs to be made a condition.  PG points out that if the filling in is to be done with soil from the HS2 excavations then this should be made a condition too.  ST points out that there should also be a condition that the contour must be flat.  MKB will write and circulate comments and would welcome any input.  The deadline for submissions is July 4th, IC says this will be bound to take longer as it will need to go to committee.  SC is to ask for an extension and forward the details of the case officer to MKB.   
12.  CORRESPONDENCE (20.47)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None

Emails printed – 

Invoice for internal audit - £225.00

Invoice for village hall roof - £19,680.00

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda

Labour Party consultation on lockdown request – for participation if desired

OALC risk assessment guidance x 2 – for information

Proposed new code of conduct consultation – runs till August – for participation if desired

Play area inspection invoice – paid under urgent business

Sanitiser dispenser promotion – for information

Thames Water extra support promotion – for information

Lockdown easing statement about meetings – OALC recommend continuing remote meetings

OALC May update – for information

Play Area inspection report – for information

Travel funding update – for information

Guidance on hall reopening from IC – for information

Good Neighbour info – SC to put on web/ST to put on notice boards

Insurance of war memorials – a reminder from the insurance company that in light of recent events it may be prudent to revalue war memorials and ensure that they are covered by the current policy.  The Finmere war memorial is valued at £20k and insured for £24k replacement value.  JB will ask Roger Blake, electrician, if his brother, who is a monumental mason, could give advice.  She will send photos/dimensions to him in Norfolk.

Usual reports – for information

13.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS (20.50)
Bench  JB asks whether it would be possible to place the bench for the summer.  It is not felt that a working party could operate with social distancing and also the bench may add to the items needing sanitiser supplies.  It is agreed to leave the fitting for a couple of months.  SC is to put this on the September agenda.  

Play Area  ST asks SC to contact the insurance company for any advice on requirements for the reopening.  Several risk assessments have been circulated by other PC’s following an SLCC request for information.  SC is to forward these to ST.  

Memory Sticks  MKB will drop these round to KG and JB in the next day or two.

14.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (20.54)
The date of the next meeting is to be July 28th.  
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Meeting closed at 20.55.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None
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