Louise Greenwood (LG) and Sarah Kent (SK) of the EA delivered the following report:

SK introduced herself as the Regulatory Officer for the Finmere landfill site which is currently operated by Opes 2013 MRF on land leased from AT Contracting.  There were more reports than usual of onsite odour during November 2019, this then led to many complaints of offsite odour in December.  SK increased her attendance at the site in December, offsite odour has to be substantiated in order for action to be taken as it is a breach of conditions.  This offsite odour was substantiated, on multiple occasions and in multiple locations.  The areas that seemed worst affected were Fulwell Road, Stable Close and the A4421 in the vicinity.  

There are two ‘Cells’ which could be the source of this odour, No’s 7 and 10.  Cell 7 is at the back of the site near the lagoon, it was fully tipped in 2018 and is now being finally engineered (levelled, capped, grassed etc).  These works are at an early stage, there is gas extraction in place in the Cell but there has been some gassy odour on site.  Cell 10 is to the right of the entrance road; it is separate from the other cells and no infrastructure for gas extraction was in place in it in early December.  There is some pipework in place now and currently gas is being flared from Cell 10.  Connection to pipework was made a top priority in the run up to Christmas and the pipes began flaring on December 20th.  A permanent gas installation which is connected to the system of the rest of the site is the next objective.  There is approval for the fitting of 6 gas wells in Cell 10, the survey has been submitted tonight at this meeting, drilling can start tomorrow.  This may cause a short-term rise in odour but there will be a deodoriser in place.  Wells being drilled will be sealed each night during the process.   

A compliance report is completed at the end of every site visit by the EA and the site is given a score accordingly.  This score starts off at Band A in January and is then changed as appropriate.  The site reached Band F, the worst band, in December.  It is currently back at Band A but will drop quickly to F if there are still problems at the site.  This score affects the fees charged to the site by the EA annually.  There is now an ongoing investigation into the problem, this is an enforcement investigation.  Odour offsite has been substantiated today in Finmere.  

Villagers will obviously have health concerns about this situation.  The department responsible is Public Health England (PHE), they have been made aware.  They have sent some information to the village, FAQ’s regarding this sort of problem.  Their statement explains that the nose is far more sensitive to the presence of odour than it needs to be, in other words the human nose can detect pollutants at levels which are not harmful, and which pose no threat.  Strong odours in the environment can make people feel unwell, headaches, sore throats etc, but the gas levels present pose no danger to health. 

SK explains that the EA are to site a monitoring station in the village (on land at Hill Leys) for the next month, this is incredibly sensitive equipment and will check for and detect multiple gases and pollutants at extremely low levels as well as monitoring weather conditions.  This station is for short term deployment in cases such as this but there is a chance that a long-term monitoring station could be deployed in Finmere.  The data gathered by the station is sent electronically to specialists for analysis.  PHE will also be supplied with this data and analysis.   

