
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 1st March 2022 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
Nobody was in attendance
1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Katherine Grimston (KG), Mike Kirby (MK) and

Peter Goss (PG) and from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall.    
3.  MINUTES (19.32)
The minutes of the meeting of 1st of February 2022 were approved and signed.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.33)
4.01
Flooding  - There was again a lengthy discussion, MKB has talked to the landowner about reinstating a former balancing pond but they do not feel this would be worthwhile as the land is heavy clay and very poorly drained so any pond dug would fill up very quickly and then provide no protection as it would not drain away.  MKB confirms that he checks the matter of water crossing the A421 more than once a week and that surface water issues will be addressed at the next quarry liaison meeting. MKB confirms that there is no funding available from HS2 in this regard.  District Councillor Barry Wood (BW) has been approached and extra information requested has been provided.  No quotes have yet been received.
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to write to the riparian landowner in Water Stratford Rd and confirm that they are happy that the correct works have been carried out.  (iii) SC is to liaise with Tony Brummell (TB) (CDC) and raise the following issues – the upstand on Water Stratford Rd, the replacement pipe for the pond, the Mere Rd gullies and realignments agreed with Artur (OCC), progress on the new gullies for Valley Rd, confirmation of the culvert into the brook having been jetted, what regrading works were done on it, whether a gravel/silt trap was fitted, what is to happen about the headwall, it has been confirmed that nobody has spoken to the riparian landowner in this regard.  (iv)  Also, a tree has fallen downstream from the culvert and the root ball will need sorting out, this has not been done yet, SC to chase up with TB.  (v)  ST is to liaise with companies giving quotes on the survey with regard to any extra information they require.
4.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  SC has shared responses under urgent business.  The Sports Association (SA) are happy to pay for their share of the premium.  Their current insurance expires on March 31st.         

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to add the pavilion to the PC insurance from April 1st.  (iii)  SC to bill the SA for the cost straight away.  (iv) there are no other issues with the lease.   
4.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process completing the purchase is ongoing.  


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  to produce a newsletter explaining all that has happened once the purchase is completed.  (iii)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed.
4.04
Paralympic Story  KG has reported on the meeting presentation at Westbury, where she met Neil and Lora Fachie, Paralympic athletes who both won gold in Tokyo.  A talk has already been given at the school.  For a meeting in Finmere the Church will need to be suggested as the hall is still not available.  There are no bathrooms in the Church, however, so it may be that the school will need to be used or the event postponed.    

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.05
Milestone  JB suggests that the milestone could be placed next to a seat on the playing field or near the new trees when they are planted.  


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to check with HS2 as to the ownership of the milestone, it may need to be added to the asset register.  
4.06
‘No HGV’ sign placement  No news.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.07
Footpath Warden  SC has checked and only one ‘lost route’ is recorded in the Finmere area, this runs across the landfill and will not be registered for some time as the Ramblers Association (RA) will need to check 18th century records.  The latest OALC update confirms that the deadline for registration has been scrapped.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  
4.08
Election cost changes  CDC have confirmed that the election costs for Finmere will be £100 if uncontested and £1,119.33 if a vote is held.         

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  

4.09
Good Neighbour scheme  Revd Goodall has confirmed that she is unable to continue with the scheme due to restraints on her time, similar to those on the PC.  She will put a post on the village Facebook page and ask if any would like to continue the work.   

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.       

4.10
Road repairs – broken road sign  This item has been taken up by CDC.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to forward the CDC communication to MKB.    
4.11
20MPH Zone  Nothing further has been heard.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

4.12
VAS sign  MKB has found some spares, they may be sufficient to repair the sign.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) to look into the viability of a repair.  

4.13
Speeding from roundabout  IC has asked OCC for a VAS sign base.  The cost to the PC would be some £93.    

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to ask Dave Catling (DC) (OCC) to visit the village and check that the pole the PC has will fit the base and decide on a precise location before ordering, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  
4.14
VHMC cheque replacement  MKB gave the returned cheque to SC who destroyed it.  A new cheque was signed and given to ST for delivery to the VHMC.      

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.    

4.15
Overgrown path work party  This was very successful.         

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) SC to write a letter of thanks to a resident who volunteered and helped.   

4.16
Stable Close open space  ST confirms that no party will be needed, he has spread a considerable amount of topsoil already as the area soil had compressed somewhat.   

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.    

4.17
Dual bins  SC has heard from the Charlbury Clerk.  The bins were provided by their District Council and both sides are emptied for free.  The PC only pays for any extra dog bins they request.         

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.   

4.18
Streetlight at Cross Tree  This was reported and fixed.   

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.    

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.28)

The monthly financial reports for February were presented. The internal controls for February were carried out. The VAT claim details were reviewed under internal controls – the claim is for £5,076.51.
It was reported that there was £10,638.98 in the Treasurer Account and £33,324.75 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid out during February:

£55.00 to Community First – (general admin – subscriptions)

£11.00 to HSBC – (general admin – account charges)

£338.20 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for March   £338.20 
to be paid by standing order
SLCC – membership renewal                                £98.00

One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

OALC – membership renewal                             £150.00

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices (SLCC membership is to be renewed, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  OALC membership is to be renewed, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously).  (iii)  to carry forward the obtaining of a quote for a replacement box (iv) SC to remove the old defibrillator cabinet from the asset register.  
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.32)
No requests.  Response to 21/01723/LB (see Section 14 below) decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.33)

The odour issues are much better.  There is to be a quarry liaison meeting on March 29th.  The six applications are currently being modified.  In general, the operators seem much more amenable and are delivering on their promised actions.  
Resolved (i) to note the position.  
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.41)
JB reported that she had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern, although some mole hills and rabbit scrapes are appearing.    

Resolved (i) to note the position.   
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.43)
SC has received word of a new resident.   

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) SC to inform MK, whose area the new resident is in.
10.  SAFETY FOR HORSE RIDERS (21.45)
MKB has had no reply from the BHS safety officer.  The mounted police service held an event in the village last week, informing the public of how to safely pass horses on the road and generally liaising with the village.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) MKB to approach others for information. 
11.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS/COMMEMORATIONS (21.46)

The matters of plans for possible celebrations/commemorations were discussed.    
Resolved (i) To place this item on the April agenda.  (ii) to produce a newsletter which can inform villagers of the planned celebrations and ask for volunteers for the planting of the Queen’s Canopy.  (iii) JB to purchase for the PC a larger, more decorative tree to plant with the others as s special ‘jubilee tree,’ said tree to have white bark or blossoms and to cost no more than £100, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iv) to plant this tree and the 100 whips on Saturday March 26th, hopefully with much help from volunteers.  (v) to accept the kind offer of a donation from the Playing Field Committee toward the purchase of a bench for this area.  (vi) SC to email the Chair of the VHMC and ask for approval of the renaming of the village hall in honour of Her Majesty when it reopens and to ask for suggestions for such a name. (vii)  To support the work of the village group organising events on Saturday June 4th (probably a marquee at the school with a tea party and games with prizes in the afternoon and a bring your own picnic with music and dancing and a film in the evening).  (viii) to organise a bonfire ‘beacon’ on Thursday June 2nd on the playing field (with a proclamation, a piper and a toast to the Queen, with complimentary prosecco).  (ix) As part of the previous point to organise the collection of material for the bonfire (JB’s husband Johnny is happy to build it with linseed bales as a centre to give a swift, bright glow).       
12.  PARISH REMUNERATION PANEL’S REPORT (22.22)
The report having been circulated previously the PC discussed it.      
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to post the notice of receipt when it arrives.  (iii) Not to pay allowances for the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously
13.  POLICY REVIEWS (22.23)

The Retention and Disposal policy, Data Breach policy, Safe-guarding policy and the Volunteer policy were reviewed.

Resolved (i) SC to update the policy documents and place them on the web.  (ii) To hold a review of held material annually at the September meeting, in order that no spurious information is retained.  (iii) SC to produce a destroyed documents list in preparation for its use in the future.  (iv) To carry out a general working party risk assessment, which can be adjusted accordingly for each event, and to appoint a person in charge of each party in future and keep a register of attendees.  (v)  SC to contact volunteers who have not been spoken to recently and ensure that all are happy.

14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.32)

21/01723/LB – Tudor House, Mere Rd – replace 2 x rotten wooden windows in outbuilding and 1 x metal window with rotten cill in main building – considered under urgent business, response (PC have no objections and will defer to the advice of the Conservation Officer) submitted and acknowledged 

15.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.33)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None

Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda – see above
MW.0015/22 – Land south of Finmere landfill site – installation of a landfill gas fuelled electricity generating station – to comprise gas abstraction plant to remove landfill gas from the landfill and safely combust it in a flare or supply it to spark ignition gas engines to generate electricity and various ancillaries for the above
Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda – see above
Notification of the termination of our grass cutting contract with John Donaldson

21/03360/F – Holly House, Mere Lane – amendments to existing dwelling, including alterations to existing garage and first floor extension over – application permitted

Confirmation from OCC of village green status being awarded for the playing field – for info
HS2 Newsletter – for information
Rural broadband consultation – for information
Article for newsletter on broadband cost help

Pay award news from SLCC – 1.75% agreed, details to follow

OALC February update – for information
Usual reports – for information
Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii)  MKB to look at MW.0015/22 and circulate a response under urgent business.  (ii) SC to pursue further efforts to find a replacement grass cutting contractor.  (iii)  21/03360/F to be on the April agenda.  (iv)  SC to place broadband cost help info on the website.  (v)  SC to circulate details of the pay increase when they arrive under urgent business as this payment needs to be made in March.  
15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.40)
Garden waste – This is being dumped in local gardens and drives, since the introduction of a charge for the brown bin.      

Resolved To note the position.     

Spring Clean   Nothing has been heard so far.      

Resolved SC to check with CDC whether this is happening.     

Large oak beside bridleway – JB points out that a large oak beside the path that the working party cleared looks diseased and has several large, dead branches.    

Resolved SC to report this on fix-my-street.     

16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.44)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday April 5th 2022.  SC points out that due to election dates the May meetings will need to be moved to the 10th and 17th rather than the 3rd and 10th.  Meeting closed at 22.45.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None 
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Meeting of March 1st 

