
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 6th February 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillor Mike Kirby (MK).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 9th of January 2024 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

The member of the public present spoke to thank Cllrs ST, RB and MC for all their work on clearing gullies around the village.  

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.37)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  MKB had continued to liaise with the Sports Club.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to provide the club with a written confirmation of the new payment regime.  (iii)  MKB to provide the lease solicitor with a copy of the Sports Club constitution.  (iv)  MKB to provide the lease solicitor with a map showing the land covered by the lease (the pavilion and ancillaries) as well as vehicle access for maintenance purposes.               
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  Some more items have been removed.  There is a possibility of mitigation monies from the EA action against the landfill.  These could go to the VHMC, as a charity, and could possibly be used for work on the spinney, as the VHMC also looks after the playing field.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are to remove any remaining items from the site during the spring clean.  (iii)  Quotes are still to be obtained for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iv)  A map of the playing field and spinney is to be provided to the VHMC.  (v)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  David Butcher, HS2, has been in touch with MKB and will provide a link to Isabella Greenfield, HS2, who may be able to help.      

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
Verge Issues  Again, nothing has been heard from Kathryn Gash (OCC) or County Cllr Ian Corkin (IC).  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The remaining obstructions on the verge are to be removed during the spring clean.      

5.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to tour the village with Tony Brummell (CDC) on Thursday.  RB is to attend if possible and all councillors are welcome to attend.  (iii)  MKB and SC are to check with OCC as to who has replaced Andrew Vidovic in his position and who is in charge of the works to restrict parking in Mere Rd.  (iv)  SC is to send the request for sandbags to the person appointed in Andrew’s place.   

5.06
Speeding from the roundabout  Still no news.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  SC is to give MKB a list of her unanswered emails so that he can pursue this matter.  (iii)  SC is to approach Bucks CC direct, citing speeding concerns, worn out white lines and also the large pothole in ‘no mans land.’ 
5.07
Insurance renewal  The Sports Club have agreed to make the payment once they have a written copy of the new payment regime.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda for confirmation.    

5.08
HS2 Timber    This will be available at the end of March, after the hibernation period has ended.        


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.09
Worn Lines on the Road  SC has still had no reply from fix-my-street.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to raise this issue with Bucks CC
5.10
Door to Door Sales  The materials have been delivered to MKB.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The leaflets are to be distributed with the next newsletter, which will include an item explaining the ‘no cold calling’ scheme.  (iii)  The cold calling signs are to be put up at all entrances to the village.  
5.11
Defibrillator Pads  These have been ordered.


Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to check with MK that these have been delivered before paying the invoice.
5.12
Road Repairs  These have all been reported and are marked as investigating.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.13
Parish Precept  The decision has been submitted and receipt acknowledged.


Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.

5.14
Privacy and SARS Policies  These have been updated and placed on the web.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.20)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for January were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £13, 921.34 in the Treasurer Account and £4,716.42 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during January:

£35.00 to ICO – (general administration – annual registration fee)

£8.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
(SC explained that the salary payment had gone through in the old amount and that she had made a corrective payment to the new amount which will be in the February report along with the back pay amount agreed last month).

The invoice listed on the agenda was presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for February to be paid by s/o) 
Four more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – account charges) – to be paid under regular schedule

SLCC - £112.00 (Running Costs – membership fee) – proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously
Community First - £55.00 (Gen Admin – membership fee) – proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously

WelMedical - £79.08 – (Running Costs – defibrillator pads) 

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.50)
There had been no requests for S137.  The electric bill had been paid under urgent business. 

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.51)

The site was discussed.  A lot of applications have been withdrawn.  The applications concerning catchment pumps and materials in the SE corner will still go ahead.        
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  MKB is to organise a quarry liaison meeting in the near future.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.55)
The owner of the land beside the field has explained that the glass has been cleared up, although councillors still believe there is some in place.  JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.          
Resolved (i) JB is to take photos of any glass and rubbish in the old chicken run and send them to SC.  (ii)  SC is to again contact the owner of the land, if there is still glass present.   
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.07)
There are some new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) MC to deliver welcome letter.       
11.  80th ANNIVERSARY D-DAY CELEBRATIONS (21.12)
The possibilities were discussed.  The proposal is for a bonfire with music and possibly refreshments.  There is to be an exhibition of military and civilian memorabilia in the church.  It is possible that villages may want to merge their celebrations, as they will need to take place on the evening of Thursday June 6th.       
Resolved (i) This is to be an item on the March agenda.  (ii)  JB is to ask a resident whether he can provide music for the celebrations as the provider for the Jubilee night will not be able to help this time.      
12.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.22) 
MW.0001/24 – Finmere Landfill – retrospective on formation of an access road 

MW.0003/24 – Finmere Landfill – non-material amendment to existing permission – restoration altered due to access road

MW.0007/24 – Finmere Landfill – allow continued use of MRF till 2032 to comply with MW.0003/19

MW.0037/23 – Finmere Landfill – retention of concrete batching etc – more information submitted

23/03180/LB – Mere House, Mere Rd – rebuild chimney stack – application permitted

24/00035/CNMA – Finmere Landfill – corrected access road restoration plan – no observations – this is for information only from CDC
Resolved  (i)  SC is to ask for a condition of no use of access of the concreted bridleway opposite Foxley for MW.0001/24.  (ii)  SC is to return a no objections submission for MW.0003/24.  (iii)  SC is to make an observation regarding MW.0007/24 that there seems little point in this, given that the stated aim of the owners is to finish landfill activity by the end of 2024, necessitating bringing in material from elsewhere.  (iv)  SC is to check that an objection was lodged against the original application MW.0037/23, on the grounds of the necessity to import all materials in future, meaning more vehicle movements. 
13.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.28)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Cherwell Spring Clean order sheet 

MW.0148/23 – Finmere Landfill – vary contours for capping and revise internal boundaries

23/03305/F – Finmere Grounds Farm – extension to rear of grain barn – application permitted

Notice from National Grid as to the bulb/connection registered for the street light

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Notice of weekend closure of A421 – 24th and 25th February

OALC January update

Victoria Prentis MP January newsletter

Usual reports

Resolved (i) the spring clean will be organised for Saturday March 23rd.  (ii)  the two planning applications will be on the March agenda.  (iii)  SC is to check the ownership and deadline details of MW.0148/23.  The PC will submit that the mound should be no higher.  (iv)  RB is to check the bulb in the wall streetlight to ensure that charges are correct.  (v)  SC is to place the notice of weekend closure of the A421 on the web. 

20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.37)
Friends of Finmere  This is a new group that is being formed to organise and encourage events and activities in Finmere.  Their first meeting is to be next week, February 12th, at Finmere Grounds Farm and one of their first events will be the D-Day celebrations.  The PC will need to run the event, for insurance purposes, but the group will help with organisation.  Guidelines for the group are to be drafted, to be discussed at the inaugural meeting.  The group would then like their contact details to be included on the PC website and to act as an umbrella organisation for other village groups, hopefully with a calendar to coordinate events.  

Tuesday Teas  These have been running for a year now.  The organisers would like to thank all attendees and helpers for their support.  Age Concern have heard of the event and are very grateful for it.  They have offered to bring advice pamphlets and flyers to the teas and to give talks on subjects like avoiding scams.  They are also willing to offer support for a request to have the X5 stop at the new garage when it is built. 
Operation Menai Bridge  Following the recent diagnosis of HM the King this subject has been raised, there are to  be updates soon.

Fulwell Rd Closure  There is to be a water main extension along the Fulwell Rd toward Fulwell which will require a road closure for some weeks.  There is to be an environmental study first and then dates will be determined.  
Resolved  (i)  SC will coordinate the calendar for the Friends of Finmere.  (ii)  The PC is to suggest to OCC that they could coordinate the work on the collapsed conduit under Fulwell Rd with the water main work, to avoid further closures and cut costs.  (iii) To note the position.
(Item 5.05 was now discussed)

21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.24)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday March 5th 2024.   MKB apologises for the March and April meetings.                
Meeting closed at 22.25. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None 
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