
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 12th July 2022 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
Barbara Cunningham (BC), village representative to the quarry liaison committee
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) and Councillor Mike Kirby (MK).
2.  CO-OPTION OF A PARISH COUNCILLOR (19.32)

The vacancy following the resignation of Peter Goss (PG) at the June 7th meeting having been advertised, and no election having been requested, the PC is free to co-opt a replacement.  Marcia Clydesdale (MC), having attended several previous PC meetings, comes forward.
Resolved (i) to co-opt MC, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously. (ii) MC signs the acceptance of office and will complete members interests forms for return to CDC.

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.33)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee and also the churchyard mower.  KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  JB declared an involvement in some flooding issues.  MKB declared a pecuniary interest in a planning application, and said he would leave the meeting before this was discussed.
4.  MINUTES (19.34)

The minutes of the meetings of 7th of June 2022 and 21st of June were approved with corrections.  

At this point Section 8 was considered as Barbara Cunningham (BC), village representative to the quarry liaison committee, was to give a report on the liaison meeting held earlier.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (20.05)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  Having received the valuation and new quote from BHIB the consequences were discussed.             

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease, asking if it is possible to have the insurance issue as something to be addressed annually/biannually. (iii) SC to contact BHIB and ask for the cost of a ‘desktop’ valuation.  (iv)  SC to contact the Sports Club and ask them for the full information about the pavilion, including photos, and to ask them to appoint someone to liaise with the PC on this issue.    
5.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process completing the purchase is ongoing.  An invoice for the Trust’s costs has now been received, see Section 6 below.  The person in charge of grants for HS2 was very impressed with the spinney and is hopeful that funding will be available.  The local survey was not requested as it was explained that it would not yield the necessary information.  The newsletter was produced.  Following a meeting with ST and JB the borders of the spinney have now been agreed with interested parties, who were very cooperative and helpful.  The machinery currently in the spinney is to be removed over the next couple of months  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed. (iii) an offer of help with the removal of machinery if needed, including access via the playing field.  (iv) JB to approach Ian Ossenton (CDC Arboricultural Officer) for advice on what works need to be done to trees in the spinney.
5.03
Paralympic Story  The local organiser has booked the Paralympian event as part of the Shelswell Festival event on Saturday July 16th.        


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
5.04
Milestone  JB has still not heard from the Milestone Society.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to await the reply from the Milestone Society.    
5.05
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard.          
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

5.06
Road repairs – broken road sign  This has been replaced.      
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.          
5.07
20MPH Zone  Nothing further has been heard yet.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.08
VAS sign MKB has located the parts, there is quite a lot of material. The cost of a new sign with the addition of a ‘smiley face’ is some £2,400, compared to £1,800 for a basic sign.  It is doubtful that the purchase of a new sign would be eligible for HS2 funding.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) RB is to try and repair the sign using the spares from MKB’s garage.  (iii)  MKB is to take the spares to RB’s house.  (iv)  MKB to ask the HS2 funding representative whether the sign would qualify.      

5.09
Speeding from roundabout Nothing heard so far. 
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
5.10
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has not yet placed the posters.    

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to place the posters out along the Fulwell Rd and near the 30mph sign on the roundabout approach if this is agreed by Dave Catlin OCC, who must approve the safety of any placement.  (iii) suggestions for the placement of the remaining two signs can be sent to MKB.  
5.11
Stable Close Green Space  This is now being cut regularly by a resident.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) The working party for the fences will take place in September.
5.12
50mph Limit Response  This was submitted.

Resolved to remove this item from the agenda.

5.13
Newsletter  This was produced.


Resolved to remove this item from the agenda.

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.55)

The quarterly financial reports were presented. The bank reconciliation was presented.  The internal controls for May were carried out. The internal auditors report was reviewed. The invoices from last month have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £48,707.25 in the Treasurer Account and £3,329.28 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The transactions for April and May are reported in previous minutes.

The following had been received during June:

£475.70 from HMRC – (VAT refund)
The following had been transferred during June:

£30,000.00 from the Business Money Manager Account to the Treasurer Account.
The following had been paid out during June:

£390.00 to S W Services – (running costs – grass cutting)

£11.15 to Sharron Chalcraft – (general administration - refund of postage expenses)

£11.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£261.15 to Elizabeth Cooper – (general administration – internal audit/postage costs)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for July   £343.45 
to be paid by standing order
Internal auditor – audit/postage costs

 £261.15
paid under urgent business

Seven more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for August £343.45
 to be paid by standing order

Play Inspection Co



    £117.00
 running costs – playing field

Jubilee Committee expenses


    £150.00
 S144 – encourage visitors

HSBC





        £8.00 
general admin – account charges

CDC





    £100.00
general admin – election costs

nPower




      £31.16
running costs – electricity

Winkworth Sherwood



 £1,140.00
general admin – legal costs

A notification of a refund of £6.49 from e.on had been received, though this payment has not yet appeared in the PC account.

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve the bank reconciliation, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iii) to accept the internal audit report, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iv) to approve payment of invoices. (the Jubilee Committee expenses payment was as agreed at a previous meeting, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously).     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.20)
No S137 requests had been received.  The payment of some invoices was decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (19.35)

Barbara Cunningham (BC), village representative on the quarry liaison committee gave a report on the meeting held at 10am that morning in the village hall.  Present were MKB for the PC, BC for the village, Ian Fenny (IF) of Opes, Duncan Beaumont (DB) of the EA and Neal Richmond (NR) of OCC, with apologies from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).  

Cell 11a North is now ready for covering, 11a Central is nearly full and 11b will be ready in 8 – 10 weeks, this should be filled by February 2023.  By the end of 2023 there should be full restoration.  The fields near the A421 can hold water, they are to be dug out to increase their capacity before winter.  Clay extraction is on hold as equipment is upgraded.  There are no new planning applications.  The borrow pit consultation is due on July 23rd.
BC raised the point of the proposed excavation of some of the route of the old railway line by HS2, what material is in there, is there any risk of odour or health hazard?  The EA has no records of what was put into the site prior to 1994, it is up to HS2 to sort that out.

The land should be sold to IF by August 8th.  The MRF will remain the property of AT Contracting and Bucks Concrete, which is being bought out by an Irish company, will remain separate, these sites comprising 2 acres and 8 acres respectively.  New leachate works are coming.

Many people have wondered why the site was surrounded by police and had drones flying overhead some weeks ago.  This was because stolen heavy machinery had been spotted, on the AT Contracting area of the site, which had been brought from the NE.  IF is not involved in any way in this matter.
The EA reported that they had carried out 5 inspections of the landfill and 7 of the MRF so far this year.  DB had led these throughout April.  A new flare stack is being installed.  A revised surface water drainage management scheme has been published.  DB confirms that excavation of the old line should not be odorous.  The material removed is to be stored on site.  The test drillings which have been taken are hopeful.  DB will try to keep the PC involved.  

There has only been one odour complaint since February.  A payment has been made by AT Contracting to an environmental charity, to atone for a breach of conditions from some three years ago.  MKB and BC point out that it would have been nice to see the money offered locally.  Opes are being investigated for breaches over odour.  When IF bought Opes he bought their liabilities and he has been interviewed.
The site is currently in Band E status, which is not good.  This is blamed on an AT Contracting driver who sprayed a bowser carelessly.  By August there will be new equipment, all machinery will have white noise bleepers to deaden sound.  There was a noise at the site at 6am this morning, which is outside operating time limits, this was reported to IF.

OCC reported that there are still 8 live planning applications, though these are all dormant.  The extension to non-hazardous waste capacity and the batching plant applications have been withdrawn.  There have been 3 or 4 spot checks, the last on June 13th.  A retrospective application for the concrete plant is going in.  The end of quarry life is being given as a completion date.  A permission has been given for 50,000 tonnes of regulated material to be imported to make concrete, with no limit on gravel.  The MRF recycling will not be being used.  Opes are in charge of the MRF for a two-year agreement.  The last bit of the project is to fill in the valley road that bisects the mound.
It was felt by both MKB and BC that this had been a good and upbeat meeting.

Resolved (i) to note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.22)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that there a lot of rabbit holes appearing.  SC contacted the pest controller who explained that he can use ferrets in autumn or shoot the rabbits now.  It is not felt advisable to allow shooting on the playing field.
Resolved (i)  SC is to contact the pest controller and ask him to ferret the field in the autumn.        
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.30)
Two houses are now empty.  KG knows of one new resident.         

Resolved (i) KG to give the new resident a welcome letter.  
11.  NEW CODE OF CONDUCT (21.32)

SC has circulated a copy of the new code of conduct as adopted by OCC and CDC.  It is recommended that PC’s adopt the same code so that councillors will know there is consistency across the county.
Resolved  (i) to adopt the new Code of Conduct, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to put the new code on the web.
12.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS/COMMEMORATIONS (21.37)

The link for the Queen’s Canopy is not open yet, it will open in the autumn when tree planting will start again.  The plaque ceremony has not been planned as yet.  The photobook has been produced.

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to place the Queen’s Green canopy on the October agenda as a reminder.  (iii) to hold a ceremony to place the plaque on the Jubilee Tree, this to be looked at in October also. (iv) to consider placing the photos on the web in October. (v) to look at hanging the handmade bunting contributed by villagers in the hall for the rest of the Jubilee year.    

13.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.45)

The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a good job.

Resolved (i) to note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter.  (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a good job.  (iii) SC to keep an eye on her hours as they are a little higher than for this quarter last year.   (The practice of the former internal auditor of requesting information throughout the year, rather than just at the year end, has affected the figures but the amount of work is seeming to rise).
14.  SPEEDING & OVERHANGING TREES/HEDGES ON OLD BANBURY RD (21.50)

OCC has contacted the school regarding the trees/hedges, and they have been cut back.  MC may be able to obtain a speed check in the area in the coming weeks which will help with the problem of speeding.  Hopefully a working VAS sign will help too.
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  

15.  VALLEY RD BOLLARDS (22.00)

These bollards were added to the list of works by fix-my-street last year.  They are still lying on the verge.  

Resolved  SC is to repeat the report to fix-my-street, with reference to the former report.

16.  FLOODING (22.05)

There was a lengthy discussion of the current state of all the flooding issues in the village.  ST requested that in further inspections and considerations by MKB and the landowner, in respect of the condition and maintenance of the watercourse from the rear of the Horwood’s property downstream, that the plight of the 2020 flood victims should be the foremost feature in those considerations.
Resolved  (i) MKB to continue liaising with the riparian owner on Water Stratford Rd.  (ii) SC to circulate any further correspondence from Scott White (OCC).  (iii) SC to check with IC on progress on getting the culvert cable added to the list of works. (iv) MKB to liaise with the riparian landowner near Fulwell Rd over the summer and report outcome to the PC.  (v) to remove the issues of corroded manhole covers in Mere Rd and flooding from the A421 from the list of issues. (vi) to maintain a watching brief on the drains and gullies around the village.  (vii) to pause any efforts to obtain a drainage report quote.
17.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.35)

Correspondence for meeting – None

Emails printed – Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Parish Liaison meeting invite – MKB attended, there was news on the local plan progress

Risk Assessment on bin issue (needs levelling) – this has not been done yet
Online Survey on TOE – nobody has completed this

Winter preparedness request – JB confirms that there is one bag of salt and a bit in store
OALC June update – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved  (i) RB and ST to form a working party and move the bin.  (ii) SC to resend TOE email, it is felt that this should be filled in.  (iii) all salt bins to be checked, for damage and level of salt and reported to SC.  
18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.40)
Village Hall Upgrading  ST explains that the VHMC are looking at further improvements to the hall and are buying new cabinets for the hall.  They would like the PC to replace the old wooden filing cabinet in the meeting room with something more appropriate, ST suggests a standard, light grey steel, four drawer filing cabinet which would match the décor etc.    
Trees on Bund  RB has been asked by a resident to cut down a tree on the bund which has died and which is close to her fence.  RJB is to cut the tree down, but a replacement will be needed, which can be planted further from the resident’s fence.

Exercise Equipment  KG has seen some very nice concrete ping-pong tables in playing fields she has visited recently.  There are other individual exercise installations as well.  It would be good to provide something for the slightly older young people of Finmere.
Resolved  to place all three of these items on the September agenda.

19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.48)

21/04046/F – 16 Town Close – two storey rear extension – permission subject to conditions

MW.0048/20 – Borrow Pit – near A421 – further information submitted

At this point MKB left the meeting and KG took over as Chairman.

22/01645/OUT – OS Parcel 01621 – Fulwell Rd – erection of 5 residential dwellings with access to but not within site

Resolved  (i) to note the position (ii) MKB to look at any necessary response on the borrow pit application.  (iii) KG with assistance from JB if necessary is to look at the Fulwell Rd application, with SC obtaining an extension to the deadline of July 20th if possible. (iv) to note that in the case of the Fulwell Rd application RB is an unaffected neighbour.
20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (23.00)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday September 6th 2022.    
Meeting closed at 23.01.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
Clerks and Councils Direct July 2022
Glasdon leaflets
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