
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th November 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd November 2023 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

No member of the public wished to speak.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  MKB is arranging a meeting with the Chairman of the Sports Club to get discussions underway.         

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) MKB to finalise meeting arrangements and ask the club for a list of their requirements, as well as providing them with a list of the PC requirements.  (iii)  The lease and its contents are to be last on the list for discussion at the meeting.  (iv)  SC is to forward the email detailing the former cost of the clubs insurance to MKB.            
5.02
Spinney Developments  Further issues were discussed.  Some more items have been removed.  HS2 have removed all the undergrowth from the old play area.  They are also happy to formulate a management plan.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site.  (iii)  Once the moratorium period is complete and a conveyancer’s certificate can be obtained all documents are to be re-signed re the purchase of the spinney.  (iv) A working party to rake and re-seed the cleared area will be required in February, this is to be an agenda item in January 2024.  (v)  SC is to send a copy of the letter to a resident regarding fencing, which was sent some time ago, to ST.     
5.03
VAS Sign  MKB has spoken to David Butcher (DB) (HS2).  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to await confirmation from DB that HS2 will provide funding for a sign.
5.04
Leisure Equipment  This has not been included in a newsletter yet.         


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
5.05    Newsletter  No newsletter was produced.    
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter in the near future. 

5.06
Stones on Verge  The situation was discussed.        


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) To rename this segment Verge Issues on the December agenda.  (iii)  SC is to obtain a copy of the letters sent by OCC’s officer to the householders regarding stones/driveways and circulate them to the PC.  (iv) Obstructions on the verge and driveways are to be addressed in the next newsletter.  (v)  When an approach has been decided under urgent business SC is to write to residents about stones/driveways again. (vi)  KG is still to try to contact the residents regarding stones.  (vii)  SC is to ask OCC officer whether details of the ongoing issue would be given to purchasers in the event of a sale.  

5.07
Flooding  There was again a wide ranging discussion.     

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to ask Tony Brummell (CDC) for the required specifications for a replacement pipe to the pond.    (iii)  Cllrs are to speak to the riparian landowner about the replacement pipe.  (iv)  ST is to involve Tony Brummell (CDC) with Andrew Morsley’s work going forward.  (v)  The PC is to continue liaising with all riparian landowners regarding remedial works.  (vi)  SC is to copy JB in on the email from OCC regarding Mere Rd works so that she can inform other interested parties.  (vii)  JB is to notify the PC if more sandbags are delivered.  
5.08
Speeding from the roundabout  Still no news, the officer is again on leave.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.09
Insurance renewal  There are still issues over the Sports Club payment.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to continue to liaise with the sports club and put this issue on the face-to-face meeting agenda.  

5.10
HS2 Timber    Dave Butcher (HS2 Liaison) is trying to find some timber for the PC.    


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.11
Trees obscuring road sign  SC has emailed the residents and asked them to remove a little more from the trees.


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.
5.12
Wreath and Silent Soldier  The wreath has arrived and the silent soldier has been put in place at the Cross Tree.  


Resolved (i) SC to now pay the donation for the wreath as agreed.  (ii)  to remove this item from the agenda.

5.13
Village Meeting  This was a great success with 41 people in attendance.  There is to be a follow up meeting at JB’s house to consolidate plans moving forward and discuss fundraising.


Resolved  (i)  Cllrs to attend the follow up meeting if possible.  (ii) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.14
Local Plan consultation  SC submitted a response to the proposed site in the plan and also completed the online questionnaire.


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  

5.15
Town and Parish Council Charter summit  SC attended the summit online.  There is to be a consultation.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

5.16
Grit bins  Some bins need filling.


Resolved (i)  JB is to fill these shortly from the reserve supply.  (ii)  to carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.17
Rotten fence posts  JB has contacted HS2 and Isobel Greenfinch (HS2) will take a look at the fence.


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.18
Jubilee tree bough  JB has reported this on fix-my-street, as SC was away, but there has been no reply yet.


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.50)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for October were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid with the exception of the donation for the wreath, which was withheld until delivery.     
It was reported that there was £15, 698.14 in the Treasurer Account and £4,693.78 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during October:

£11.99 from Hugo Fox (refund of monthly direct debit)

The following had been paid out during October:

£122.28 to Hugo Fox (Gen Admin – website costs)

£9.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – account charges)

£252.00 to Moore East Midland (Gen Admin – external audit)

£535.39 to CDC (Running Costs – dog bins)

£240.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £373.25 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for November to be paid by s/o) 
SW Services - £240.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) – paid under regular schedule
Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - £9.00 (Gen Admin – account charges) – paid under regular schedule

HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – account charges) – to be paid under regular schedule

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.05)
JB asked that the PC meet her expenses for Tuesday Teas, incorporating the cost of refreshments for the village meeting.  Payment of an invoice had been made under urgent business. 
Resolved (i)  SC to pay JB for her costs once she has submitted a total, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.09)

The site was discussed.  There has not been a quarry liaison meeting.   MKB confirmed that the EA legal action against Opes may lead to funds being available for the village.  
Resolved (i) To note the position.         
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.12)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well, although there has been some more rabbit damage.   Issues regarding neighbouring land and entrances were discussed.         
Resolved (i) To put the issue of dog mess in the next newsletter.  (ii)  Information about the TPO’s is to be put in the next newsletter.  (iii)  SC is to write to the owners of the strip of land between the field and the road and ask them to clear away some broken glass which has appeared there, as children could get through from the field onto this land and be injured.  (JB is to give SC the contact details).  (iv)  SC is to write and thank the resident who has cleared the area around the south entrance to the field.  (JB is to give SC the contact details).
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.20)
There are new residents this month.              

Resolved (i) RB is to deliver a welcome letter.   
11.  REVIEW OF EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY POLICY (21.23)
The policy had been circulated and was discussed.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  No changes are required to the policy, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC is to update the review information in the policy and place this new copy on the web.  
12.  APPOINTMENT OF AN INTERNAL AUDITOR (21.28)

The PC discussed the issue.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact a selection of the auditors on the OALC approved list and to circulate fees/availability under urgent business.    

13.  CAROL SERVICE AND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (21.35)

The lights have been checked and appear ok.  The service is to take place at 7.15pm on December 8th.  
Resolved (i) JB or RB are to ask Beryl Smith if she would like to turn the lights on.       
14.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.40)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Revised grass cutting agreement – see below

Ionos new pricing structure – see below

APP/C3105/W/22/3309489 – land north of Banbury Rd – appeal dismissed – see below

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
OALC October update – for information

Victoria Prentis MP October newsletter – for information

Invitation to Charter summit – SC attended

Health and Wellbeing strategy consultation – for information

Banbury 2050 consultation – for information

Parish Liaison meeting invite – see below

CDC Executive forward plan – for information

Community First Autumn newsletter – for information

OCC Lane Rental scheme proposal – see below

Paralympic Heritage invite – none were able to attend

Link to Charter survey – see below

Usual reports

Resolved (i) to put the revised grass cutting agreement, the new Ionos pricing structure and the dismissed appeal on the December agenda.  (ii)  MKB to attend the parish liaison meeting.  (iii)  to return no submissions on the lane rental proposal.  (iv)  SC is to complete the charter survey.  
15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.50)
White Lines  The white lines between the roundabout and the Sandpit Hill corner are very worn after recent works.  

HS2 Health Effects survey  MC has been in touch with the survey on behalf of the PC and is to be interviewed shortly.

Concerns over Lorries  A resident has expressed concern about lorries going up the new track to the quarry, this is a bridleway and is needed for their horses.

Resolved  (i)SC is to report the worn lines on fix-my-street.  (ii)  MC is to ask for a postponement to the interview so that the views of the village can be sought via a newsletter.  (iii)  The resident is to be advised to approach the OCC Footpaths Officer with their concerns.  
16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.59)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday December 5th.                 
Meeting closed at 22.00. 
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