
ANNUAL MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 2nd May 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
Three members of the public.  
1.  APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS (19.31)

Chairman
Mike Kerford-Byrnes (having indicated his willingness to continue)



Proposed:  MK


Seconded:  KG


Carried unanimously

Vice Chair
Katherine Grimston (having indicated her willingness to continue)



Proposed:  MKB



Seconded:  MC


Carried unanimously
Acceptance of Office forms were signed by both Councillors.
2.  APOLOGIES (19.36)
No apologies were received.

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.37)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  

4.  MINUTES (19.38)

The minutes of the meeting of 4th of April 2023 were approved with corrections.  

At this point the Chair allowed two members of the public present to raise an issue for consideration.  

The matter of HGV movements at speed through the village had been causing a problem for residents, both noise disturbance and damage to property boundary walls had been experienced.  ST and JB explained that there had been an unusual volume of early morning heavy vehicles recently, due to some building work taking place on land north of the village and due to the annual delivery of fertiliser from Thames Water to JB’s farm, but that both of these activities had now ceased, so things should improve.  JB agreed to inform the residents when the annual fertiliser delivery was to take place next year.  The residents asked if the PC were able to install a bollard in the verge outside their property to deter large vehicles from getting too close to their wall.  The PC advised them to apply to OCC for this if the situation did not improve.  
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on the matter of the lease and ongoing financial arrangements were discussed.  The charge for grass cutting had been changed under urgent business as the RPI rate of inflation should be applied each year, rather than any other measure.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) to formally accept the new figure of £737.36 for the grass cutting (RPI 13.8%).  (iii) the PC will recommend a grant to the Sports Club once the lease is signed, final decision to be made at the time.  (iv) to review the way that the costs of grass cutting are addressed at the June meeting, with all evidence of costs to be gathered beforehand.  (v) to set the date for payment of the grass cutting fee in future at the end of May.           
5.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  Further developments on this matter were discussed. SC had obtained two warning signs and added the spinney to the asset register.   The origin of the donation for the spinney purchase had been revealed in the latest newsletter.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are still to ask resident about the provision of fencing on part of the boundary.  (iii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site.  (iv)  There is to be a volunteer clearing party on the Coronation Big Help Out day on Monday 8th May which has been put in the latest newsletter.  (v)   JB to place the warning signs at suitable locations at the spinney edge.  (vi)  JB to pursue the matter of obtaining a conveyancer’s certificate from solicitors for CDC, regarding the sale of an asset of community value.    
5.03
Milestone  There has been no news on this matter.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
VAS Sign  There is no more news.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.05
Leisure Equipment  This has not been included in a newsletter yet.         


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
5.06    Newsletter  A newsletter was produced and circulated.  
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter in the near future. 

5.07
Stones on Verge  The situation, after SC had again written to a householder and MKB had spoken with another householder, was discussed.      


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC to report issues to OCC and explain the situation regarding property damage and request more suitable calming measures.  

5.08
Spring Clean  This was a great success, with a large amount of litter removed.  

Resolved  (i)  to remove this item from the agenda.  

5.09
Filing cabinet  JB is to remove this from the meeting room.


Resolved (i) To remove the filing cabinet at the end of the meeting.  (ii) to remove this item from the agenda.      

5.10
Flooding  The grass cutting contractor had reported a possible leak from a manhole cover on Fulwell Rd,  Cllrs had investigated.

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to report the manhole to Thames Water.  

5.11
Coronation Preparations  The current preparations were discussed.


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to forward the list of names for collection of mugs to the PC and those organising the communal viewing of the Coronation on Saturday.
5.12
Speeding from the roundabout  No news so far.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.13
Plaque Ceremony  The Platinum Jubilee tree plaque is to be placed.


Resolved  (i) the plaque to be placed on Sunday 7th at 3.30pm.  (ii)  MKB to say a few words.

5.14
MW.0037/23 – Finmere Landfill – retrospective retention of concrete plant  MC submitted comments after SC obtained an extension.


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.15
21/03066/OUT – land west of Chinalls Close – 30 houses  News of the appeal date has been received.


Resolved  (i)  to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to book a slot to speak at the appeal hearing.

5.16
Broken dog bin post  This has been replaced.  ST raises the issue of broken ‘dragons teeth’ posts on the Stable Close green space.  

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  ST to obtain some replacement posts, and some to hold in reserve, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.50)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for April were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.     
It was reported that there was £21, 864.27 in the Treasurer Account and £4,658.97 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received in April:
£200 from Finmere Sports Club – loan repayment from 2022/23 year

£1,000 from Poors Plot charity – donation toward purchase of the spinney

£760.76 from OCC – grass cutting grant

£7,300.00 from CDC – parish precept first tranche

£737.36 from Finmere Sports Club – grass cutting contribution

£963.74 from HMRC – VAT repayment

The following had been paid out during April:

£11.00 to HSBC (general admin – account charges)

£368.25 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
SC explained that the S/O alteration had not registered for some reason and the old rate had been paid for her salary and allowances (this had been adjusted upward by £5.00 last month to cover extra email account costs).  This had also led to the incorrect amount being placed in the invoice section of the May agenda.  The payment is to be left as is for May and SC will change it at the beginning of June and make a back payment to herself of £10 to cover the two low payments received.
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £368.25 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for April to be paid by s/o) (please see paragraph above) 
Npower – electricity supply - £24.34 (running costs – electricity) – paid under schedule

Safety Signs 4 Less - £33.85 (running costs – signage) – paid by SC, to be reimbursed

HSBC charges - £11.00 – (general admin – account charges) paid automatically

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

SW Services - £480.00 (running costs – grass cutting) paid under schedule of reg payments
BHIB - £947.60 (running costs – insurance) – see Section 15 below

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.01)
No S137 requests were received.  One invoice was decided under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.02)

The site was discussed.  The EA are still debating how to proceed regarding the overtipping.   
Resolved (i) To note the position.     
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.05)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well, though rabbit holes are increasing.  Some ferreting was carried out in January and will be done again once the current breeding season is over.  The grass cutting contractor has raised the issue of dog mess around the play equipment in the play area.      
Resolved (i) To put the issue of dog mess in the next newsletter and on Facebook (after the coming weekend).  (ii)  SC is to ask the ferret owner to cover the verges of the gated section of the Old Banbury Rd.               
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.07)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
11.  REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS (21.08)

OALC recommended new amounts for contracts/discretionary payments etc.    
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to accept the suggested alterations, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC to alter the figures as advised and place reviewed documents on the web.    
12.  REVIEW OF CODE OF CONDUCT (21.11)

The code, only adopted last year, was reviewed.  

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  to keep the Code of Conduct unaltered, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii) SC to update review date and place updated document on web.   
13.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (21.13)

The current Asset Register was checked.  The allocation of risk assessments of all assets was made to Councillors.     

Resolved (i) to place this item on the July agenda.  (ii)  SC to put the latest asset register on the web (including warning signs).  (iii) SC to forward blank risk assessment sheets/last year’s sheets to all Councillors.  
14.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (21.23)

The membership list was reviewed.    
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to keep memberships as they are in the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.    
15.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (21.26)

The insurance renewal had been received from BHIB.  The PC is currently in a three-year arrangement.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  to renew the insurance for the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii) SC to inform the Sports Club of their share of the cover, (£ 735.71) for the pavilion.  
16.  REVIEW OF COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY-GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES (21.28)

OALC explained in a recent update that many procedures, adopted from town council templates, contained references to trade union representation, work colleague companions etc, which do not apply to PC’s.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to replace any inappropriate wording with a more suitable alternative, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii) SC to place corrected documents on the web.  
17.  REVIEW OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND DATA PROTECTION PROCEDURES (21.30)

The various policies relating to FOI/GDPR are reviewed regularly.  The FOI model publication scheme check list was reviewed.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to approve the FOI checklist, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii) all Councillors to review the information they hold at home and remove any that is out of date and no longer suitable for retention.    

18.  REVIEW OF PRESS/MEDIA POLICY (21.32)

The policy was discussed.    
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  to keep the policy unaltered, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii) SC to update the review date and place the updated document on the web.  

19.  MEETING DATES FOR 2023/24 (21.34)

These were discussed and decided on.

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) SC to place the list on the website and forward to the Bookings Secretary of the VHMC.

20.  PARISH REMUNERATION PANEL’S REPORT (21.37)

The report was considered.

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  the PC resolves not to pay allowances in the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded RB, carried unanimously.

21.  MEMORIAL TO QEII (AND MILESTONE) (21.39)

Proposals for a memorial were considered.

Resolved (i)  To place this item on the September agenda.

22.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.40)

22/01645/OUT – land bordering Fulwell Rd – outline for 5 dwellings – appeal lodged – this had already been discussed at last month’s meeting but needed to be on the agenda

Resolved  (i) to note the position.  
23.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.41)
Correspondence for meeting
None.

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Email from resident concerning verge mowing (suggesting that verges be left to grow where possible) – see below

21/03066/OUT – land west of Chinalls Close – outline for 30 dwellings – date of appeal hearing now set for June 14th – see below

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Climbing wall supplier email – for information

Climate work-shop invite – no one was able to attend

Paralympic Story events invite – no one was able to attend

OALC April update – for information

Victoria Prentis MP newsletter – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) to thank the resident for their suggestion and point out that there is an area of the cemetery which is left wild, and that the spinney will definitely be maintained as a haven for wildlife, but that, as there are few footpaths in the village, residents use the verge to walk on and there is also the matter of visibility splays at all junctions.  (ii)  put the appeal date notification on the June agenda.    

24.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.40)
Energy Scheme  A report is being prepared for the APM.

Broken Stile  A stile on the north side of Fulwell Rd is badly broken – see below
HS2  KG wonders if the PC could ask for the large oak tree timber resulting from felling, for use by villagers – see below

Back-up Mower  MKB has seen a mower for sale on a local auction site for only £200, this might provide spares for the PC mower, or be used in emergencies.  There is also a vintage horticultural machinery site which has a restored mower on sale – see below

Resolved  (i) SC to report the broken stile to OCC.  (ii)  MKB to approach Dave Butcher (HS2 Liaison) to ask him about the timber.  (iii) ST will take a look at both sites.  
25.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.51)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 9th for the APM and June 6th for the PC.          
Meeting closed at 21.52. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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