
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th May 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
No members of the public were in attendance.  
1.  APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS  (19.31)
MKB, having indicated his willingness to continue, was proposed as Chair by JB, seconded by KG and carried unanimously.  MKB then assumed the chair of the meeting and called for the appointment of a Vice Chair.  KG, having indicated her willingness to continue, was proposed as Vice Chair by JB, seconded by RB and carried unanimously.   Acceptance of Office forms were signed by both and witnessed by SC.   
2.  APOLOGIES (19.35)

No apologies were received.

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.36)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.  MKB declared an interest in matters relating to school funding.
4.  MINUTES (19.37)

The minutes of the meeting of 2nd of April 2024 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.38)

No member of the public was present to speak. 

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.39)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issue of the lease was discussed.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.                 
6.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  Some fencing has been put in place, though it does contain a gate, which was not permitted.  Discussions have confirmed that some items are to be removed shortly while others can be used on site.      

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) Quotes are still to be obtained for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iii)  There will need to be a felling licence in place for the plan.  (iv)  JB is to check with Mixbury Trust whether access to the playing field through fence gates has ever been permitted.  (v)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
6.03
VAS Sign  Nothing further has been heard.        

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.04
Verge Issues  The issue was discussed.  OCC have visited the village and will be issuing enforcement notices to the relevant residents.    


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to liaise with Kathryn Gash (OCC engagement team) regarding identifying the location of any remaining photographs.  (iii)  SC is to contact CDC and inform them of a failure to complete planning application conditions.  (iv)  SC is to circulate the expression of interest form which she submitted for funding from OCC.  (v)  SC is to contact contractors and residents regarding vehicles parking on the verge during building works.    

6.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to pursue the contact details of Andrew Vidovic’s replacement.  (iii)  SC is to send the request for sandbags to the person appointed in Andrew’s place.  (iv)  ST is to meet with Andrew Morsley (Flooding expert) and Tony Brummell (CDC) and observe the measuring of levels throughout the village.   

6.06
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.07
HS2 Timber    Nothing further heard.        


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

6.08
Worn Lines on the Road  Bucks CC has repainted the Mere Rd junction.  The remaining lines have been reported again and Kathryn Gash is to see that they are addressed.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.09
Door to Door Sales  The signs are still at MKB’s.     

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The cold calling signs are to be put up at all entrances to the village as soon as possible.  
6.10
Road Repairs  The Sandpit Hill potholes are not deemed actionable.  Other items have been dealt with.

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.    
6.11
Spring Clean  CDC are happy to provide supplies and carry out collections on other occasions.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC is to determine the next date for a cleanup under urgent business.  
6.12
Street Light Bulb  More details have been sent to the electricity company.  A new schedule has been received with news of any refund to follow.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.13
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.14
X5  Requests for a stop have been refused due to unsuitability of the site.  But there is news of an upcoming bus service between Finmere and Bicester.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.15
HS2 Funding for Car Park fence posts  There is no further news.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.16
Laptop  This was purchased under urgent business.  It was agreed under urgent business that an expert should be employed to transfer all data.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to book data transfer.
6.17
APM Agenda  This has been produced, posted and circulated.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.18
Talking Tables  This event has been booked for MC to attend.

Resolved  (i)  This is to be an agenda item in July.  (ii)  MC is to look at subjects including trees, play areas, milestones, village halls and allotments.  (iii)  the PC is to advise the Poors Plot on attracting new users and keeping allotments clean and tidy after this training has been received.  

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.25)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for April were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £20, 778.67 in the Treasurer Account and £5,239.23 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during April:

£184.34 from the Sports Club – grass cutting contribution
£7,300.00 from CDC – first payment of parish precept

£760.76 from OCC – grass cutting grant

The following had been paid out during April:

£57.49 to Npower (Running costs – electricity)

£240 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£22.80 to Newton Newton (S144 (LG Act 1972) Encourage Visitors – D Day peace flag)
£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£402.85 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for May to be paid by s/o) 
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid under regular schedule
OALC  - £48.00 (Gen Admin – training costs)

CDC - £267.70 (Running Costs – dog bin emptying)

IJT Direct - £476.75 (Capital expenditure/running costs – laptop and ink)

One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

SW Services - £480.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) – paid under regular schedule
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed JB, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.        
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.35)
There had been no requests for S137.  The payment of the Npower bill and the ordering of the ink and laptop had been decided under urgent business as was one planning application. 

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.36)

There is no update on the site.  There is still no arranged quarry liaison meeting.  

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.38)
ST has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.              
Resolved (i) MC is still to look at costs and investigate the fencing provided in other villages in order to decide on the most suitable, after receiving information at the talking tables training event. 
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.40)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.       
12.  REVIEW OF POLICIES  (20.42)

Changes to standing orders and financial regulations regarding financial amounts and some clarifications were discussed, as was the possibility of changes to the services charge for photocopying.      

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To make amendments as discussed to Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (iii)  Code of Conduct, Complaints and Disciplinary, Grievance, FOI, Data Protection and Press-Media Policies are to remain unaltered.  (iv)  SC is to update all policies review dates and place them on the web.
13.  REVIEW OF ASSETS  (20.52)

The updated asset register was presented.  Risk assessment sheets for all assets were distributed.  
Resolved  (i)  To place this item as a Matter Arising in June.  (ii)  SC is to place the asset register on the web.  (iii)  SC is to forward last year’s risk assessment sheets as a guide.  (iv)  Councillors are to complete risk assessment sheets as required.
14.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (21.02)

The full membership list and the current costs were reviewed.
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To continue all current memberships, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

15.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (21.07)

The PC considered the quotes obtained for insurance for the coming year.  
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To accept the three year tie in deal with Clear Affinity (formerly BHIB), proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC to inform Michael Geelan (Sports Club Chair) of the cost of the pavilion share of this insurance.
16.  MEETING DATES  (21.17)

Possible meeting dates for the coming year were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) To hold meetings on June 4th, July 2nd, September 3rd, October 1st, November 12th, December 3rd, January 7th 2025, February 4th, March 4th, April 1st, May 6th (Annual Meeting of PC) and May 13th (Annual Parish Meeting).  (iii)  SC to inform Phillip Rushforth (VHMC) and place this info on the web.
17.  RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR 2023/24 (21.20)

This had been circulated for consideration.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To accept and sign the account, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  
18.  80th D DAY CELEBRATIONS  (21.23)

The arrangements were discussed.  The event is to start at 8.30pm with a welcome address, followed by music and recordings of speeches, including some by Churchill.  Then individuals are to read statements from the time, both home front and front line.  There is to be an exhibition of memorabilia in the village hall, open from earlier in the day.  The beacon will be lit at 9.15pm.  Cupcakes and prosecco will be served.  There is to be a tribute at the end of the evening.
Resolved (i)  To place this item on the June agenda.  (ii)  MKB to give the welcoming address.  (iii)  SC to forward insurance requirements to JB.
19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.28) 
24/00548/LB – Mere House, Mere Road – replace 9 windows – response of no objection submitted under urgent business

24/01001/SCH17 – HS2 – Bridleway 303/Westbury viaduct fencing, gates and barriers – this is for information not consultation

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  

20.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.30)
Correspondence for meeting
Letter from Life Education requesting funding toward school visit – see below

Letter from residents concerning stones on the verge – dealt with under Section 6.04

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Resident query about proposed planning application – see below

Open letter to Chairs from OALC regarding councillor behaviour – see below

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Request for funding from charity supporting disabled adults – see below

Cricket Club fixtures list – for information

Fix my street report of lights not working on main road – see below

Consultation on disabled parking spaces – see below

News of OCC Community Transport grants – for information

OCC Highways Engagement Team introduction – for information

OALC April update – for information

24/01078/OUT – Land West of Chinalls – erection of 10 dwellings – see below

Usual reports

Resolved (i) PC agrees to pay £145 funding shortfall, proposed ST, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to inform the residents as soon as the PC receives word of this application.  (iii)  the PC resolves to be vigilant in matters of correct behaviour.  (iv)  SC is to forward this request to JB so that she can ask residents.  (v)  SC is to report these lights to National Highways.  (vi)  The PC does not object to the proposed disabled space.  (vii)  this planning application is taken by MK; SC is to forward him the electronic version.

21.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.38)
Cleanliness of Hall  A resident has raised the matter of the condition of the hall, the teacher of the pilates class has to sweep before the hall can be used.

Local Election  Cllr Patrick Clarke did not stand in the election.  

Resolved  (i)  The hall is cleaned on Mondays and it is the responsibility of each user to leave it clean on other days.  SC is to let Phillip Rushforth, bookings manager, know.  (ii)  SC will find out the new councillor’s name.  

(Item 6.05 was now discussed)

22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.56)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 14th 2024, for the APM and June 4th for the PC.      
MC apologises for the June 4th meeting.

Meeting closed at 21.57. 
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