
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th January 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kirby (MK) (Acting Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public was in attendance.

1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Councillors Barry Wood (BW), Nigel Simpson (NS) and Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and from Cllrs Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair) and Jo Brooks (JB)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd of December 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

This was not given as no District Councillors were present.  An update was circulated by email prior to the meeting.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

A member of the public present raised issues concerning the behaviour of other residents toward them.     
Resolved  (i) The PC advised that they report such matters to the police.  
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.45)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  The defibrillator training on January 4th was well attended.  There is to be a further session on Saturday February 15th at 10.30am, for all those who missed the January session.
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  To produce a newsletter to publicise the training event for the defibrillator on Feb 15th at 10.30am.                     
6.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.         
6.03
Flooding  There was again a detailed discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to talk to the Poors Plot about the potential use of their land in flood mitigation.  (iii)  Cllrs are to clear the culverts again over the next few months.  (iv)  SC to write to LLFA concerning ongoing issues.  (v)  SC to invite a riparian landowner to the February meeting, or to a separate special meeting if preferred.  (vi)  The PC is to wait for a reply from OCC Highways concerning work on the bank in Mere Rd.  

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to inform GCM that two signposts were knocked down by vehicles over the Christmas period.  
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has not received any further information.          

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.        
6.07
Review of Assets  No further sheets were returned.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.08
Speeding  As MKB was not present there was no news.  


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  As MKB was not present there was no news.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and MC are to visit the resident concerned and discuss the issue.
6.10
Lifted Slabs  Three quotes have been obtained for work on the slabs in Chinalls Close.   


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask CJM fencing to do the job, as decided at the December meeting.  

6.11
Overgrowing hedge  OCC have confirmed that they do not own the verge in Captain’s Lane.  SC has informed the resident concerned.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.12
VE Day Celebrations  The PC was informed of progress with plans.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.13 
VAS Sign  Nothing has been heard on this issue.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.14
Carol Service and Tree Lighting  This was well attended and very successful. 

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  

6.15
Appearance of roundabout  The matter was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MK to take some photographs and send them to SC.  (iii)  SC to determine which fix-my-street site to use to report this, as Bucks site says this is not in Bucks.
6.16
Light pollution  The matter was discussed.

 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to determine which fix-my-street site to use to report this.  (iii)  SC to write to Bucks CC Planning with concerns about this recent development.
6.17
Sign cleaning kit  As MKB was not present there was no news.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.18
Dogbin  Tingewick PC are happy with the proposed action.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A suitable bin and fixing package are to be decided under urgent business.  (iii)  The PC will install the bin near the stile leading to the underpass and then sell it to Tingewick PC for £1.  (iv)  SC is to inform the internal auditor.
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.35)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The quarterly bank reconciliations were presented and signed.  Internal controls for December were postponed as JB was not present.  The independent signing of the year’s bank reconciliations check against the year’s bank statements was carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and arriving since, was presented and signed by MK.          
It was reported that there was £22,215.30 in the Treasurer Account and £5,316.71 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during December:

£25.20 from HSBC – interest on Money Manager account

£185.20 from Sports Club – insurance quarterly payment
The following had been paid out during December:

£9.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£62.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£137.71 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Back pay)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £410.68 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for January) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £9.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically (see above)

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.
Npower Electricity – £6.58 - (Running costs – electricity)

Easy PC Accounts - £32.00 – (General admin – accounts package)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MK, seconded RB, carried unanimously.        
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.45)
There had been no requests for S137 and no urgent business had been carried out.
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.46)

The current situation on the site was discussed.  There has been a lot of activity on the site with no odour detected.  
Resolved (i) To keep an eye on the situation.  
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.50)
MC has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.               
Resolved (i) SC is to check with MKB whether a date has been given for the hedge cutting.  (iii)  SC is to pass on the advice from Wicksteed as soon as it has been received.         
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.54)
There are new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) SC is to inform MKB that he needs to deliver a letter.
12.  REVIEW OF POLICIES (20.56)

There are a lot of areas of overlap between the Dignity at Work policy and the Member/Officer protocol and the new Harassment policy that was adopted in December.  However, these policies do cover areas which are unique to them.  
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC will retain the two policies for their unique coverage, proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC to place the reviewed policies on the web.
13.  PAVILION LEASE (21.00)

The new lease was not discussed as MKB was not present.

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward as a full item on the February agenda.  (ii)  All councillors to read the lease through and circulate any suggestions/queries.  (iii) MKB to be asked to obtain a quote for the work involved.
14.  SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY (21.02)

The PC discussed the new responsibilities following their adoption of the policy.      
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC must make their adoption of a zero tolerance policy known to all by including it on the website.  (iii)  All contractors and volunteers are to be made aware of the zero tolerance policy.  (iv)  Appropriate chaperone measures are to be taken if the Clerk meets with members of the public.
15.  TREE CHECKS  (21.10)

The discussion on tree checks was postponed as JB was not present.

Resolved  (i) To keep this item on the February agenda.  (ii)  Mike K will check on the Jubilee tree on the 8th Jan and clear any ivy suckers etc.

16.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY  (21.15)

The PC considered the hours worked by the Clerk in the last quarter.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.

17.  ROAD REPAIRS (21.20)

Two suggestions for reports were made, in Fulwell Road and Valley Road.

Resolved  (i)  RB is to report the problems on fix-my-street, with photographs.

18.  PARISH REMUNERATION PANEL’S REPORT  (21.25)

The report had been circulated and the PC considered whether to pay allowances to councillors in the coming year.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC will not pay allowances in the coming year, proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.

19.  BUDGET/PRECEPT SETTING  (21.30)

The PC considered the revised budget for the 2024/25 year and the estimated budget for the 2025/26 year, with a view to setting the precept level for that year.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To set the precept at £15,300 for next year, a rise of around 5%, in order that the PC can fund commitments to public safety even if no grant funding can be obtained, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.

20.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.59)

24/02198/F – Wyndham Rose, Mere Rd – retrospective alterations and conversions – application permitted

Resolved (i) To note the position.

21.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.02)
Correspondence for meeting 
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Volunteer Driver funding request – see (i) below
Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Domestic abuse appeal – 41 incidents in Finmere and surrounds - £100 request - (ii) below
East Cherwell Rural Community Forum invite – for info
OCC Climate Engagement Webinar invite – for info
NALC Chief Executive’s bulletin – for info
CDC Planning Policy public consultation information – see (iii) below
Christmas greetings from CDC Chairman – for info
Seasons greetings from Paralympic Trust – for info
OALC December update – for info
Highways and Transport survey – see (iv) below
Local government standards consultation information – individual and PC – see (v) below

24/03057/AGN – Tile House Farm, Fulwell Rd – open sided lean-to – Prior approval not required – see (vi) below

24/03396/F – Glebe Farm and stables – Change of use from agricultural to equestrian, replace existing horse walker, four new all-weather paddocks – see (vii) below

Grass cutting agreement for next two years – with some increase – see (viii) below
Usual reports

Resolved (i) SC has received a reply that 5 residents are helped by the service.  The PC will donate £50, proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  Following the submission that 41 incidents had occurred in Finmere and surrounding villages this appeal is to be considered again under urgent business, when SC has circulated the email again.  (iii)  The PC is to look at this consultation and make any response under urgent business.  (iv)  the PC is to look at this survey, SC is to check into it.  (v)  SC is to reply on behalf of the PC.  Cllrs can make individual submissions.  (vi)  This will need to be on the February agenda.  (vii) This will need to be on the February agenda.  The PC has until January 21st to make any submissions – SC is to speak to KG – comments to be decided under urgent business.  (viii)  The PC considered the increase in costs to be proportionate.  The tender was so much lower than others when it was first accepted that it is still the cheapest.  The PC accepts the new agreement, proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  ST is to notify the contractor.
22.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.12)
Meeting Times  It was suggested that it would be good to make a New Years resolution to end all meetings by 10pm.    
Resolved  (i)  To make this a suggestion for all meetings going forward.
23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.14)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday February 4th 2025.      
Meeting closed at 22.15.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None
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