
ANNUAL MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 10th May 2022
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
One member of the public

1.  APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS (19.31)

Chairman
Mike Kerford-Byrnes (having indicated his willingness to continue)



Proposed:  PG


Seconded:  ST



Carried unanimously

Vice Chair
Katherine Grimston (having indicated her willingness to continue)



Proposed:  MKB


Seconded:  MK


Carried unanimously

2.  ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE (19.34)
All newly elected councillors then completed their acceptance of office forms, which were signed and witnessed by the Clerk.  

3.  APOLOGIES (19.34)
Apologies were received from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).
4.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.35)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee and also the churchyard mower.  KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.

5.  MINUTES (19.36)

The minutes of the meeting of 5th of April 2022 were approved with corrections.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.37)
6.01
Flooding  - There was a discussion of the current situation.  Tony Brummell (TB) CDC is to speak on the issues at the APM.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) To continue to progress entrance drainage issues with Paul Wilson OCC.  (iii)  SC to ask TB for a written confirmation of discussions at his visit six weeks ago.  (iv)  To ask TB to update the PC on all issues at the next meeting.  (v)  SC to chase up the drainage report quote.  (vi) KG to let the PC know the outcome of investigations into another catchpit that has possibly been discovered by OCC officials on her land.  (vii)  SC to maintain and circulate before meetings a detailed document of flooding discussions and current situation.  
6.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  JB has not heard from her valuer yet.  The grass cutting payment for the season (adjusted for inflation) has been paid.         

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to instruct the PC solicitor to proceed with drafting the lease.     
6.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process completing the purchase is ongoing.  


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  to produce a newsletter explaining all that has happened once the purchase is completed.  (iii)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed.
6.04
Paralympic Story  The school is enthusiastically involved in the scheme now.  The local organiser is to speak at the APM.    


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
6.05
Milestone  JB has still not been able to finalise things with HS2, although it appears that the milestone is owned by OCC Highways and has been entrusted to HS2 who have in turn entrusted it to the PC.  JB has emailed the Milestone Society.      


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to await the reply from the Milestone Society.    
6.06
‘No HGV’ sign placement  MKB has again emailed Mike Wasley, but received no reply.      
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

6.07
Road repairs – broken road sign  This has still not been replaced and has now vanished from the verge.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) To ask TB at the meeting next week about this matter.      
6.08
20MPH Zone  Nothing further has been heard yet.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.09
VAS sign IC reports that the sign is recording 35mph when people are driving at 30. RB confirms that this is due to the failure of the sign radar to kick in when the sign is set.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) RB is to try and repair the sign using the spares from MKB’s garage.  (iii)  MKB is to take the spares to RB’s house.  (iv)  RB is to look at prices for a new sign.  (v)  SC is to see if any funding is available.    

6.10
Speeding from roundabout  Dave Catling OCC, having obtained further information from the PC, is working with Bucks CC to see if the speed limit can be moved.  
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
6.11
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has emailed James Wilson OCC and asked for the signs.  

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to continue to liaise with OCC about the signs and any constraints on their placement.
6.12
Oak beside Bridleway  SC has written to the landowner but received no reply and no work has been carried out.      


Resolved  SC is to write again to the landowner and ask for a reply this time.  

6.13
Defibrillator Pads  New pads have been fitted to the device by MK and the new spare pads have arrived.


Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.  
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.15)

The monthly financial reports were presented. The internal controls for April were carried out. The invoices from last month have been paid.  The schedule of regular payments for the coming year was altered under urgent business as the electricity payment had risen by more than expected (‘up to £30’ is now ‘up to £40’).   RB reports that new keys have been obtained for the electricity box and on checking it is now functioning well.     
It was reported that there was £21,608.04 in the Treasurer Account and £33,325.13 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been received during April:

£5,900.00 from CDC – (Parish precept first payment)

£760.76 from OCC – (Grass cutting grant)

£647.94 from Sports Association (Grass cutting payment)

The following had been paid out during April:

£38.86 to Npower – (running costs – electricity)
£11.38 to RT Machinery – (running costs – mower)

£90.00 to PCC – (general admin – heating costs)

£240.90 to CDC – (running costs – dog bins)

£29.00 to George Browns – (running costs – property maintenance)

£101.91 to Ornamental Trees Ltd (c/o Jo Brooks) – (S137 – Village benefit)

£9.00 to HSBC – (general admin – account charges)

£55.08 to Wel Medical – (running costs – defibrillator pads)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for May   £343.45 
to be paid by standing order
Npower – electricity supply


    £38.86
paid (see above)

Wel Medical – defibrillator pads

    £55.08
paid under u/b (see above)

Acme Pest Control



  £130.00
paid under u/b (in May)

Eight more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC – account charges


     £8.00
general admin – account charges
The Workshop – c/o JB – tree plaque

   £42.36
S137 – village benefit

SW Services – grass cutting


 £390.00
running costs – grass cutting

Ebay – c/o Phillip Rushforth – church mower  £34.48
S137 – village benefit

George Browns – church mower

   £91.90
S137 – village benefit
Ebay – c/o Phillip Rushforth – church mower  £29.50
S137 – village benefit

BHIB – insurance renewal


 £266.22
general admin – insurance

PCC – heating costs



   £60.00
general admin – heating costs

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve S137 money for the churchyard mower, proposed MKB, seconded MK.  (iii)  to approve payment of invoices.     
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.30)
A request for help with maintaining the churchyard mower had been received.  22/00834/F submission and the payment of some invoices were decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.31)

It is now almost five months since odour was reported at the site.  There has been a lot of digging on the site recently.  The latest from the site is that they expect landfill operations to be finished in the next eighteen months.    
Resolved (i) to note the position.  
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.41)
JB had walked the playing field this month and all is well.  KG reports some nine moles were removed from the field.  JB has been watering the newly planted trees. 
Resolved (i)  to note the position.    
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.42)
JB reports a new resident, but no letter is needed as their previous address was in the village.       

Resolved (i) to note the position.  
12.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS/COMMEMORATIONS (20.43)

The progress of plans for the celebrations was discussed.  A flyer has been circulated with the template for bunting on the back.  All residents are urged to make as many triangles of bunting as possible.  The beacon/bonfire evening will provide complimentary prosecco and JB speculates that as many as 100 people could attend.  

There have been some complaints from villagers about the nature of the celebration on Saturday, it being too expensive to buy a commercially produced cream tea was raised.  It has been decided that the Jubilee Committee will try to produce a cheaper cream tea or will encourage people to bring and share their own.  This will mean a lot more work for the organisers.
There are to be some humorous awards given out, with novelty gifts from local businesses.  Any who would like to be involved are welcome.

Resolved (i) To place this item on the June agenda so that the events can be discussed.  (ii) JB is to buy prosecco up to a cost of £150 (approx. 25 bottles), proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii) JB is to place the plaque on the Jubilee Tree when it arrives.  (iv)  The committee is to carry out a risk assessment for insurance for the beacon/bonfire event.  

13.  REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS (20.50)
Both documents had been circulated with changes to figures highlighted.  

Resolved (i) To adopt both documents with the revised figures shown, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC to place the revised documents on the web.  

14.  REVIEW OF CODE OF CONDUCT (20.51)

The new code of conduct has not yet been approved.  The current document had been circulated. 

 Resolved (i) The review leads to no revisions, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC to place the updated (review date) document on the web.  

15.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (20.52)

The asset register has been regularly reviewed and revised throughout the year.  SC has circulated the latest register.

The risk assessment sheets for each asset are distributed among councillors for completion in the coming months.      

Resolved (i) The review leads to no revisions, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC to place the updated (review date) document on the web.  (iii) Councillors to aim to complete all risk assessment sheets for the September meeting at the latest.  (iv)  SC is to request a copy of his risk assessment from S Wootton, the new grass cutting contractor.

16.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (21.01)
A list of memberships has been circulated.  All memberships were reviewed when renewing in the spring this year.

 Resolved (i) To maintain all memberships for the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) No review will be necessary at renewal in spring but rather at the next annual meeting.  
17.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (21.02)

The PC is in the second year of a three-year agreement.  The current policy document was discussed.    
Resolved (i) The cover is to be renewed, proposed PG, seconded ST.  (ii)  SC is to ask the insurers if the automatic contents cover for the pavilion can be removed, though this may be part of a set package.  (iii) SC is to obtain a figure for the cost of the pavilion cover so that the Sports Association can be invoiced for that amount.    

18.  REVIEW OF COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY/GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES (21.12)

The documents were circulated beforehand by SC, with one slight revision to the Grievance Policy.  
Resolved (i) To adopt all documents with the revision circulated, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC to place the revised documents on the web.  

19.  REVIEW OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND DATA PROTECTION PROCEDURES (21.13)

All documents had been circulated beforehand.  Some changes had been made to the FOI sheets as circumstances have changed (the removal of the Stable Close play area being one).  All data protection policies have been reviewed earlier in 2022.  The data protection procedures list was reviewed.  

Resolved (i) To adopt all documents with the revisions circulated, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) The PC is happy that it complies with FOI and GDPR requirements, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC to place the revised documents on the web and noticeboards.  

20.  REVIEW OF PRESS/MEDIA POLICY (21.15)

The policy had been circulated beforehand.    

Resolved (i) The review leads to no revisions, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC to place the updated (review date) document on the web.  

21.  MEETING DATES FOR 2021/22 (21.16)

A list of proposed dates had been circulated beforehand.  

Resolved  (i)  The meeting dates are set as follows – June 7th, July 12th, September 6th, October 4th, November 1st, December 6th, January 10th 2023, February 7th, March 7th, April 4th, May 2nd (Annual Meeting of Parish Council) and 9th (Annual Parish Meeting), proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC is to place these dates on the web and inform the Church and Village Hall bookings of them.
22.  RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNTS FOR 2021/22 (21.20)

The accounts receipts and payments sheets for the year, along with the RFO’s explanation of the figures, had been circulated beforehand.  

Resolved  (i) To accept the figures and Chairman and RFO to sign them, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii) SC to complete AGAR forms and send accounts to internal auditor in time for return by the June meeting.
23.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.25)

22/00834/F – Rosethorpe, Water Stratford Rd – redevelopment of several disused barns into single 4 bed house to carbon neutral standards – comments submitted, no objections but some concern expressed on traffic levels and the proximity of the foundations to a neighbouring boundary drainage ditch.  
22/00875/AGN – Widmore Farm, Banbury Rd – erection of new agricultural building (446.52 sq metres/4 metres plus high) with concrete apron adjoining (152sq metres) – no prior approval required

21/03066/OUT - – land west of Chinalls Close, adjacent to Old Banbury Rd – outline for up to 30 dwellings and access – application refused

24.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.26)
Correspondence for meeting – 
None

Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda – see above
EV charging points – survey on level of interest 
Request for funding for hall refurbishment from VHMC 
MW.0030/19 – landfill site - extension to area approved for sand and gravel extraction – withdrawn

MW.0027/19 – landfill site - extension to area for non-hazardous waste landfill - withdrawn

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda – see above
OALC direct funding survey

NALC survey on direct funding

NALC legal notes regarding contracts over 25k and VAS sign placement

Fix-my-street super users initiative – placed on web and Facebook

Confirmation of TPO on spinney trees

OALC April update

Notification of traffic measures and road closures – placed on web and Facebook
Usual reports

Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii)  KG to complete EV charging points survey.  (iii)  to grant £1,000 to the VHMC in respect of improvements to the village hall during the rebuild not covered by insurance, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  (iv) to place both withdrawn applications on the June agenda.  (v)  not to complete the direct funding surveys.  (vi) to note the position regarding procurement of contracts with a value above £25k.
25.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.41)
Playground Inspection This has been ordered by ST on behalf of the VHMC to take place in June at a cost of £97.50.

Resolved  To note the position.
Ukrainian Flag  The question was raised about the PC flying a Ukrainian flag.  The PC has no flagpole and no building to fly one from.  There is one flying in the village, at the Red Lion pub.
Resolved  To note the position.
26.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.46)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 17th 2022.  
Meeting closed at 21.47.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
Clerks and Councils Direct May 2022  

Kompan leaflet – play equipment

Westcotec leaflet – speed signs

Glasdon leaflet – street furniture
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Meeting of May 10th 

