ANNUAL MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th May 2021 remotely via Zoom
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG) and Joanne Brooks (JB)
In attendance:- 
Sharron Chalcraft (SC) (Parish Clerk and RFO) and two members of the public
1.  APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS (19.31)
Chairman
Mike Kerford-Byrnes (having indicated his willingness to continue)



Proposed:  KG


Seconded:  ST


Carried unanimously

Vice Chair
Katherine Grimston (having indicated her willingness to continue)



Proposed:  ST


Seconded:  PG


Carried unanimously

Parish Clerk
Sharron Chalcraft (having indicated her willingness to continue)



Proposed:  PG


Seconded:  JB 



Carried unanimously

RFO

Sharron Chalcraft (having indicated her willingness to continue)



Proposed:   PG



Seconded:  ST



Carried unanimously

2.  APOLOGIES (19.34)
Apologies were received from Councillor Tim Ayling (TA)
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.35)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee, the pavilion and also two planning applications which he has submitted (these to be dealt with at the end of the meeting after ST has left)    
4.  MINUTES (19.36)
The minutes of the meeting of 6th of April 2021 were approved with corrections.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.37)
5.01
20mph Speed Limit  SC obtained a quote of £500 + VAT for the survey of five roads and this was agreed under urgent business.  The PC will be informed when the work is to be carried out.  A member of the public present asks if this information will be put on Facebook or the website.  The PC will follow the advice given by OCC as to informing the village.  c/f

5.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  The heads of terms of the lease agreement have been sent by MKB to the PC solicitor.  A quote should be received shortly.  SC has reminded the Sports Club of the grass cutting payment and it should be received soon.  c/f

5.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  JB is to visit the spinney tomorrow with the CDC Arboricultural Officer and Barbara Cunningham (BC), who has been working on the TPO’s.  JB has continued to liaise with the Mixbury Trust, matters are ongoing.  c/f 

5.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  MKB has checked the cabinet, it is the correct one and does have an interior light and a backlit keypad.  SC has contacted the School and they are happy for the cabinet to be fitted, either during term time or the holidays.  Roger Blake (RB), electrician, has not visited MKB again and SC is to remind him of the matter.  c/f

5.05
Cross Tree bench  c/f

5.06
Empty lot opposite Red Lion  c/f

5.07
Footpath beside Banbury Rd  The bollard has been removed and the ground made good.  It remains to be seen whether the lack of a bollard in this situation is problematic, with the possibility of traffic being able to access the footpath.  

5.08
HGV Traffic  MKB has still had no reply from Lorraine Kelly of Fusion, who are dealing with such issues.  c/f

5.09
Stable Close Bund Trees  MKB is to inspect the trees with the CDC Arboricultural Officer tomorrow morning.  c/f

5.10
Paralympic Stories  SC  circulated notes about the project after a long discussion with Fiona Darling-Glinski (FDG), the organiser.  A request for memories was put in the newsletter.  JB has been in touch with a villager who has several programs from the Show, one from the first show held at Hill Leys in 1959.  JB is liaising with FDG about accessing these and also discussing the villager’s considerable memories of the show.  KG’s children competed in the show in an amateur capacity.  Other village landowning families were definitely involved.  The late Duke of Edinburgh was a patron, and he is on the cover of one of the programs held.  FDG will send a report to SC for inclusion in the APM reports on the web.  The next part of the project is a ‘Meet for Tea’ event to be held in August.  As the village hall is not available in August due to building works the event can be moved to July or KG offers the Old Rectory as a venue for the event.  SC is to send contact details to KG so that she can liaise on this matter.  c/f  

5.11
Village Hall Plans Invoice  This has been paid.
5.12
Flooding  County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) has been to the village and looked at issues with ST and a flooded resident.  IC has also sent a report of actions being taken or considered in Finmere by OCC.  An inadequately piped ditch will need addressing, OCC are to speak with the riparian landowner.  The potential for more water being held upstream of the village in the pond is being looked at.  JB is concerned that dredging the pond could destroy the lovely habitat that it has become.  ST points out that the term ‘sympathetic’ dredging was emphasised.  MKB feels it could be easier to raise the banks.  MK points out that there will need to be liaison with all the owners of the pond edge.

OCC will soon be undertaking remedial work around the outflow of the culvert in Valley Road, this will increase its capacity and performance.  Two new gullies will be installed in front of one of the flooded properties in Valley Rd, to more efficiently drain water from the highway.  CDC has visited flooded properties on the Water Stratford Road and given advice to the riparian owner.


A recent problem with one of the drainage channels from Mere Rd down to the ditch has been reported.  IC confirms that all three channels are due to be cleared, along with other drains in the village.  A member of the public present asks about the ownership of these drains.  MKB confirms that, notwithstanding the maze of old works in the village, they are in the ownership of OCC.  

There has been no technical report yet, information from Tingewick PC indicates that the Bucks Council technical report is not due for some ten months yet.  The issue of involving the water companies is raised.  JB feels that this may confuse the issue, ST feels that they may be more proactive, as they have been in Tingewick, and could carry out cctv exploration of the drains.  SC is to contact the water companies and ask them to liaise with IC as he is dealing with these issues centrally with OCC.  


The contact details for the River Thame Conservation Trust have been sent by Tingewick PC.  SC is to contact them and put them in contact with MK who will liaise with them and obtain their advice.  Unfortunately, no volunteers were forthcoming to form a Flood Response Group after the newsletter article.  JB feels that the PC may need to pursue this for some time to get results.
5.13
Parish Remuneration Panel’s Report  SC posted the notice of the report and the PC decision to continue to pay no allowances on the notice boards.

5.14
HS2 Money  SC approached Charndon PC about the source of their funding to buy some land but only received a brief reply to say that no land was being purchased at this time.

5.15
HS2 Meetings  SC has now received notice of the availability of remote meetings and posted the information on the website.  MKB has had a brief meeting with HS2.  The bridge building/removal on the A4421 has been delayed again.  The temporary Bailey bridge over the A4421 will have two lanes in order for traffic to avoid mud transfer.  The borrow pit application has been held up, the EA require 6 months of readings from the site to determine the effect on the outfall.  The works near Finmere are not to take place for some time.

5.16
Stable Close grass area  c/f

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.23)

The monthly financial report was presented. 

It was reported that there was £16,397.92 in the Treasurer Account and £4,824.42 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid in during April:

£5,665.00 from CDC – parish precept first payment
£760.76 from OCC – grass cutting payment
The following had been paid out during April:

£22.82 to e.on – (running costs – electricity)

£195.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£738.00 to Kingswood Design – (running costs – village hall)

£312.20 to SC (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The receipts and payments account for the year 2020/21 was presented and agreed, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.

7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.26)
No requests for funding had been received.  The ordering of the speed tests had been agreed under urgent business as had the response to 21/00876/F – see Section 20 below.  
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.27)
A member of the public present asks what powers the PC has in dealing with the landfill site and how the response is coordinated.  MKB explains that the PC powers are limited, the PC is more of a liaison body, getting other agencies involved on behalf of the residents.  OCC is responsible for planning permissions while the EA is responsible for licensing and CDC would be responsible for the site if it ever became ‘orphaned.’  

The EA has been inspecting the site regularly and the monitoring equipment is still in situ in the village.  MKB explains that he gave evidence under oath to the EA enquiry some 15 months ago.  The operator now needs to be interviewed under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) but due to covid restrictions this has not been possible.  The EA is believed to be moving towards concluding its analysis of the site.  The EA is an agency of Defra, not a controlled department.  Defra funds the EA but it is kept at arms length.  

Victoria Prentis MP (VP) was deluged with calls in mid-April concerning the odour problems at the site.  She attended a meeting (of 6) with representatives of the village and local councils and followed that up with a meeting with Rebecca Pow, the Defra minister.  MKB is waiting for an update as to the outcome of the meeting, though it is referred to as positive in VP’s latest newsletter.  It is hoped that Defra may look at enforcing the whole site, rather than just one cell at a time.  It is also hoped that Defra may agree to take additional action.  There may be a change in attitude to the use of ‘fines’ (waste ground into a fine particulate) in the future also, there was an article in the press recently about another site which is having odour problems after switching to processing ‘fines.’  

A member of the public present explains that they are finding the sheer volume of applications under submission at the moment a problem.  MKB explains that the vast majority of the documents are the same for each application, only a few are unique to each.  These applications add up in total to an additional 600,000 cubic metres of infill space.  The PC has objected to the applications, they are recommended to go before the committee in June.  The PC will have a slot to speak at the meeting.  The problem is that planning permission is given to the land not the operator.  The EA on the other hand licenses the operator, not the site.  If the applications are successful the EA would still have to extend their permits to cover the extra amount, they could deny this or place conditions.  Planning applications are open to public consultation , but EA permit variations are not.
JB asks MKB if he feels that OCC are under pressure to grant permissions as they need to provide more landfill space.  MKB does not know for sure but with changes due to environmental costs there is less requirement for landfill capacity so they should not be.  The operators could get permission for the site and then sell it to another operator if they cannot get a licence.  ST asks who is responsible for the site if the operator fails or walks away.  MKB confirms that it is CDC.  The operators can ‘play the system’ and delay things for years by appealing decisions, they are allowed to carry on operating pending any outcome.

JB points out that the smell is now coming from Cell 11, this after MKB was told that it was ok.  The EA keep asking the operators to fix things, but it is the villagers who suffer meanwhile.  The appeal against the Suspension Notice relating to Cell 10 is scheduled for July but, given that the remedies specified in that notice are likely to be complete before that date, there will be nothing to debate, and the likelihood is that the Suspension Notice will be lifted and the appeal dropped.  
ST points out that if ‘fines’ are the problem then other operators will fall foul of this odour problem.  He wonders if a stronger audit could be placed on the use of ‘fines.’  A member of the public present points out that everyone is affected and there is a worry that things may get worse if the site is extended, is it possible that we could find out about protests at other sites?  MKB wonders if anyone in the village knows anyone near these other sites.  ST points out that this could become a larger ‘class action.’  A member of the public present feels that the village could definitely look into this.  An email has been received from a resident pointing out press coverage of problems at other sites.  It is not felt that involving the press is a good idea as it could lead to a ‘blighting’ of the village.
There have been reports of new measures being taken in Cell 11, with horizontal ‘sacrificial’ piping being put in to extract more gas.  ST feels that the PC must stress that lessons should be learned after the recent problems and the EA must be held to account on their monitoring of the site going forward.

9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.58)
The sorting out of the leases is still ongoing. 
JB confirms that she will walk the field tomorrow and make sure that all is well. 

The PC has received an email from the Football Club pointing out the problem with rabbit holes on the pitch.  JB will check the pitch and report any holes.  The rabbits will re-dig them in very little time, however.  The PC need to call in a pest controller and find out what action to control the rabbits is feasible.  KG is to call a controller, used both by herself and MKB, and ask for advice.

In order to proceed with registering the field as a village green JB needs a minute reference to her mandate to proceed.  The PC authorise JB to act for the PC and register the field as a village green, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.

10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.08)
There are no new residents this month.  

11.  REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS (21.09)
Standing orders will change next year when the new Code of Conduct is due to be adopted, but there are no notified changes.  The review leads to no revisions, proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  

The financial regulations have had no notified changes and SC has reviewed the monetary amounts included and found them adequate for purpose.  The review leads to no revisions, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  

12.  REVIEW OF CODE OF CONDUCT (21.11)

The code of conduct is not normally subject to an annual review, but it had been expected that the new model code would be adopted this May.  It has now been decided to delay adoption till May 2022.  The review leads to no revisions, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  SC is to circulate the new model code so that councillors can familiarise themselves with it over the summer.
13.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (21.12)
The asset register has been regularly reviewed and revised throughout the year.  SC has circulated the latest register and there are no suggested amendments.  

SC is to distribute the risk assessment sheets for assets as last year, also sending last year’s sheets as a reminder.  This will be an agenda item in June, with the aim to complete by the September meeting, as last year.

14.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (21.14)
The PC’s three-year agreement with BHIB has ended.  BHIB have offered a new three-year deal at the price of £149.99.  SC obtained a quote of £350+ from Came and Company and Zurich declined to quote for the same levels of cover.  It is not felt advisable to lower the level of cover currently held so the PC will sign with BHIB for the next three years, proposed JB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.
15.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (21.17)
OALC – currently £146.16pa – they provide all legal advice and are a government conduit for legislative changes and governance.  The PC is to continue membership, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

OPFA – currently £42pa – they provide advice and help with playing field issues – this membership could be passed on to the VHMC when a lease is constituted.  The PC is to continue membership, proposed PG, seconded JB, carried unanimously.
Community First – last year was £55pa – they help with grants, community schemes and advice on rural planning.  No membership renewal has been received this year.  It may be that there is a delay due to covid restrictions or the organisation may have folded.  SC is to find out and is authorised to renew the membership at her discretion, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  
SLCC – currently £95pa – the Clerk is a member of this society and it provides her with back up, information on salary and employment rights and also provides a forum for contacting other Clerks for advice.  The Clerk is to continue membership, which is paid for by the PC, proposed PG, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

16.  REVIEW OF COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY/GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES (21.22)
There have been no formal changes to regulations since last May.  The review leads to no revisions, proposed JB, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.

17.  REVIEW OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND DATA PROTECTION PROCEDURES (21.23)

The check list for FOI compliance had been circulated before the meeting.  The PC covers all the suggested items by its procedures of disclosure and governance except possibly one, the publication of delegated authority.  SC wonders if a list of the responsibilities of individual councillors, grass cutting, the defibrillator etc should be put on the web.  It is not clear, though, whether this refers to actual official sub-committee positions.  It is felt that this is more likely to be the case, but SC is to check with SLCC to make sure.  This issue aside the PC is happy with its FOI procedures, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  
The PC is compliant in all major GDPR issues.  SC is to remind those who have still not submitted all their internal register of processing activity sheets to bring them to the June meeting, which will of course be an in-person meeting.  This issue aside the PC is happy with its GDPR compliance, proposed JB, seconded ST, carried unanimously. 

18.  REVIEW OF PRESS/MEDIA POLICY (21.25)

There are no official notified changes, and the PC is happy with the policy.  The review leads to no revisions, proposed PG, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  

19.  MEETING DATES FOR 2021/22 (21.26)

It is decided to make the June meeting later in order to avoid as many remaining restrictions on public meetings as possible.  The July meeting will also be later in order to minimise the gap between the July and September meetings.  The January meeting cannot be on the first Tuesday as this is a bank holiday, due to the way the Christmas and New Year dates fall.  The May meetings will be set for the first and second weeks as normal but there is an election next year, unless changes are made due to covid, so these dates will probably have to be changed.  The meeting dates are set as follows – June 22nd, July 20th, September 7th, October 5th, November 2nd, December 7th, January 11th 2022, February 1st, March 1st, April 5th, May 3rd and 10th (for the APM), proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  The July meeting will not be able to be held in the village hall as the building works will be underway.  TA has kindly offered the use of the dining area at the Red Lion.
20.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.32)
21/00876/F – Glebe Farm, Water Stratford Rd – build all-weather riding arena – this has now been officially notified to the PC through the Clerk as usual.  JB dealt with this under urgent business and returned the PC reply of no objection.

MW.0069/20 – Finmere Quarry - extraction of limestone, sand and gravel incidental to construction of Cells 10 + 11 of the landfill site permitted pursuant to planning permission MW.0003/19, regularise the use of the crusher to be temporarily located in the MRF compound to crush incidental limestone excavated in order to construct Cells 10 + 11, the stockpiling of limestone prior to crushing and the export of crushed limestone, regularise the use of the existing mineral processing and concrete batching plant to process sand and gravel extracted in the construction of landfill engineering Cells 10 + 11, regularisation of the stockpiles of incidental sand and gravel recovered from the landfill and export of processed sand and gravel – additional information submitted – these are largely retrospective submissions, the PC has no objections
21.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.37)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None

Emails printed – 

None

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on the agenda
Spring Clean notification – it is felt that the spring clean is definitely needed and it is possible to carry it out safely, if everyone meets in the car park.  The dates chosen are June 4th, for drop off of equipment, June 5th, for the spring clean and June 7th, for the collection of waste.  MKB points out that he still has the rubber matting from the Stable Close green area in his yard.  ST proposes that MKB should have this donated to him, as he has stored it for so long, and that it can be sent with the spring clean waste if he so wishes, proposed ST, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  SC is to notify CDC.  MKB is to produce a newsletter.

Funding information from OALC – for information

Enrych charity support request – it is not known that anyone in the village benefits from this

Notification of Gigaclear work on direct to property high speed internet starting soon

OALC April update – for information

Usual reports

(Two planning applications, received after the agenda had been posted, are to be dealt with after AOB so that ST can leave the meeting)

22.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS (21.45)
Mower service  ST reports that the mower has been serviced and a new roller fitted.  The PC will receive the invoice from the repairers shortly.

Village Quiz for Church  JB asks all to support the fundraising for the Church by having a go at this quiz in the Parish magazine or on Facebook.
Photos for web  SC asks if there are any new photos for the website, the logo can then be added as well.  MK is to help with this, he has several images that he can fuse into a ‘banner’ photo for the top of each page.  The logo in full colour will then be added also.

At this point ST left the meeting.  The PC then considered the following:

21/01208/LB – Glebe House – renovation of utility room roof, construct new internal supporting/dividing wall, fit internal door.  East facing wall – cut out part of wall and install new hardwood window.  Renew rotten window in south gable end and build new brick arch over window.  Make good brickwork.  Connect cast iron guttering.  Install new wall hung gas boiler and pressurised hot water storage tank.  Install reclaimed driveway gates and posts.  Create paved terrace at rear

21/01484/F – Glebe House – Install reclaimed driveway gates and posts

MK is to run with these applications, consult the neighbours and circulate comments under urgent business.

23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.51)
The date of the next meeting is June 22nd.     
Meeting closed at 21.52.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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