MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th February 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
No one else was in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
No apologies were received.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 10th of January 2023 were approved with corrections.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed. SC confirms that the excess amount for any claim is £125.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease including by obtaining a 1-1250 scale plan of the TP4.           
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  There has been some activity on this matter.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) PC is to chase up list of items on spinney land from Mixbury Trust.  (iii) This list is then to be agreed.  (iv) the PC will then instruct their solicitor to proceed with the transaction.  (v)  The PC will then need to wait for the Trust and others to sign the required documents.    
4.03
Milestone  There has been no news on this matter.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.      
4.04
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard. 
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.
4.05
VAS Sign  There is a possibility of funding for a new sign from HS2 schemes.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB is to continue to pursue the possibility of HS2 funding.
4.06
Leisure Equipment  SC has placed the monies raised (including the PC donation of £10 finalised under urgent business) in the separate Money Manager account, along with the monies reserved for the replacement of the mower.     


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) to continue investigating funding – MKB to raise this with County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).
4.07    Newsletter  A newsletter was produced.  
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter before the next meeting. 

4.08
MW.0048/20 – HS2 – Borrow pit submissions  MKB circulated submissions and sent them in.  There is to be a public presentation outside the village hall from 4 to 7pm on Tuesday February 21st.  HS2 have mentioned the addressing of alternatives, ie lorries or trains bringing aggregate from a distance.
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) To give details of this presentation in the newsletter.  (iii) Councillors to attend the presentation if possible.  
4.09
Energy Schemes  The work on this is ongoing.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

4.10
Precept  The request was submitted and an acknowledgement received.


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.11
Cherwell Local Plan Consultation  This has been postponed indefinitely.


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.12
Member/Officer Protocol  This was amended and placed on the web.


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.13
Road Repairs  Two requests over deep potholes have been actioned.  Others are to be monitored by OCC Highways.


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.15)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for December and January were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid with the exception of the filing cabinet invoice.  This was cancelled by the vendor after the damaged cabinet was returned.     
It was reported that there was £15,366.07 in the Treasurer Account and £4,649.49 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following was received in January:
£139.10 from fund raising – Carols evening

The following had been paid out during January:

£223.20 to SC (general admin – back pay)

£35.00 to ICO (running costs – subscriptions (paid by direct debit))

£474.00 to Sedgwick (running costs – pavilion valuation) (including VAT)
£23.52 to Npower (running costs – electricity)

£9.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)
£79.06 to BHIB – (running costs – insurance)

£368.25 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The following had been transferred during January

£1,301.00 from Treasurer Account to Business Money Manager – reserves adjustment

£10.00 from Treasurer Account to Business Money Manager – PC donation for leisure eqpt

The invoice listed on the agenda was presented for approval:

Clerk – £368.25 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Feb to be paid by s/o)
Four more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - £8.00 (general administration – account charges)

Viking Raja - £326.35 (capital expenditure – new filing cabinet)
Community First - £55.00 (running costs – subscriptions) proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously
SLCC – up to £150.00 (running costs – subscriptions) (amount only available online) proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously
ST produced a quote for work on the mower, required before the grass cutting season, in the amount of £4,707.47.  

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices. (iii) ST is to obtain further quotes.  (iv) to approve payment for the mower work under urgent business if necessary.  
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.31)
No S137 requests had been received.  Two invoices were decided under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.35)

The site was discussed.  Some odour has been detected, there was a warning that this might occur due to works being carried out over the next few weeks.  There will be a quarry liaison meeting in March.       
Resolved (i) To report the odour to the hotline for the record.   
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.40)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that there are still a lot of rabbits.  The pest controller has had a broken leg and promises to visit soon.    
Resolved (i) To note the position.                
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.41)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
10.  FLOODING (20.43)

The latest situation was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB is still to talk with riparian landowners when possible.  (iii) ST is to ask if any approach has been made to the riparian landowner concerning the pond pipe.  (iv) ST to arrange for Tony Brummell (CDC), to attend a visit by Andrew Morsley (flood control consultant).  (v) A close eye to be kept on the state of gullies, including those on Fulwell Rd where there was a surcharge in a recent downpour.  
11.  STABLE CLOSE GREEN SPACE (20.53)

The working party was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) to place this item on the March agenda to set a date for later in March.  (ii) ST and RJB are to visit the site to assess tool requirements etc.  (iii)  JB is to obtain a bag of postcrete.  (iv) PC to obtain any necessary 5’ round posts.  
12.  OXFORDSHIRE TREE SERVICE (20.57)

The PC location suggestion has been accepted.    

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to request a more suitable native tree, a hornbeam or walnut would be ideal.
13.  CORONATION PREPARATIONS (21.01)

Possible ways to commemorate the occasion were discussed.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) to organise a ‘coffee and cake’ gathering for Sunday 7th if possible (maybe bringing forward the Coffee Morning date – see section 14 below).  (iii) JB to check with Revd Goodall to make sure this does not clash with any Church celebrations.  (iv)SC to ascertain the criteria for receiving the £400 offered by CDC.  (v)  MKB to check with the school whether they are providing mugs.  (vi) to purchase 2 x boxes of 36 mugs if the school are not doing so, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.
14.  VILLAGE COFFEE MORNINGS (21.15)

This initiative was discussed.  The first coffee morning is to take place on Tuesday 14th February.  
Resolved (i) to include information in the next newsletter.  (ii)   MK to print flyers.  (iii) flyers to be distributed with newsletter.  (iv)  JB and KG to finalise hall bookings and obtain coffee, tea, biscuits and cake.  (v)  the event to be held monthly for five months to start with.  (vi) Cllrs are to send details of any that they think would be interested to JB or KG.  (vii) to provide S137 funding if necessary.  (viii) to make clear that this event is not run by the PC and will only continue if volunteers are available to carry on with JB and KG.
15.  REPLACEMENT TREE FOR BUND (21.32)
This matter was discussed. 
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A holly tree is to be planted by a working party in March, linked with the working party for Section 11 above.  
16.  MEMORIAL BENCH (21.34)

An offer on memorial benches to the late Queen was discussed.  
Resolved (i)  Not to proceed with a purchase.  (ii) to remove this item from the agenda.  
17.  EV CHARGING POINTS (21.36)

 An offer of fully funded charging point installation was discussed.   

Resolved  (i) To put this item on the March agenda.  
18.  SPORTS PAVILION PLANS (21.45)

Plans from the Sports Club for the refurbishment of the pavilion and a request to place another shed behind it were discussed.

Resolved  (i) SC to inform the Sports Club that a shed may be placed, with conditions.  (ii)  SC to ask that the gutter be repaired as part of the refurbishments.

19.  20MPH LIMIT SIGNS (21.47)

These limits are now in force.  The placement of signage was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  SC to contact OCC Highways and request the relocation/removal of two signs. (beside the commemorative tree at the Valley Rd/Mere Rd junction and in the verge near Pine Close).

20.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.53)

MW.0110/22 – Finmere Landfill – form shallow surface water basins – additional info submitted 
Resolved  (i)  to make no objection.

21.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.54)
Correspondence for meeting
None.

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Determination of order making decision – Footpath 18 to be upgraded to Bridleway – for info

Emergency Planning Unit Survey

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Rural Cost of Living Survey

Victoria Prentis MP newsletter – for information

OALC January update – for information

Brize Norton Airspace Consultation

Dog bin bag dispenser offer

Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) to complete the emergency planning survey.  (ii)  Cllrs to complete cost of living survey if they wish.  (iii) to make no reply to the airspace consultation.  (iv) not to take up the dog bin dispenser offer.

22.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.05)
BROC Concert  BROC (Birmingham Repertory Opera Company) will be performing a "Heros and Villains" themed concert in Finmere church on Sat 25 March. Tickets are £10 to include a glass of wine and canapes, 7 for 7.30 pm, plus raffle.
Defibrillator Training The PC thanks MK for his efforts in organising the defibrillator training session.  It was very informative.

Fridge Pots (Message in a Bottle)  JB points out that Richard Watkins (Defibrillator Organiser)  has a number of pots that can be placed in the fridge to contain medical details/medication for ambulance crews.
Stones on verge  A resident has reported that they tripped over the stones on the verge on the east side of Valley Rd and almost fell.
Resolved  (i) To place details of the concert in the newsletter if possible.  (ii)  to ask Richard Watkins if he could give a presentation about ‘Message in a Bottle’ to the APM.  (iii) KG to speak to the owners of the stones and SC to write to them.
23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.18)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday March 7th.  MC apologises.      
Meeting closed at 22.19. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED - None
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