
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 2nd April 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Katherine Grimston (KG) (Acting Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
No members of the public were in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillors Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair) and Richard Billingham (RB).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.  It was decided that ST would take over as Acting Chair when KG left the meeting.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 5th of March 2024 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

No member of the public was present to speak. 

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The Sports Club has made the final payment on the pavilion loan and wishes to record their thanks to the PC for providing it.  The broken downpipe has been mended.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.                 
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  No more items were removed during the spring clean but at least one item has been removed by neighbours.  No fencing has been put in place yet, though the weather has been very bad.  The ground of the old play area beside the spinney, which was cleared by HS2, is becoming overgrown.      

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) Quotes are still to be obtained for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iii)  There is to be a working party to clear the play area ground on Saturday April 13th at 10am.  Councillors are to bring their own tools as appropriate.  (iv)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  Nothing further has been heard.        

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.04
Verge Issues  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write to residents who still have objects on the verge and explain the legal position and the OCC policy on verges.      

5.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to pursue the contact details of Andrew Vidovic’s replacement.  (iii)  SC is to send the request for sandbags to the person appointed in Andrew’s place.  (iv)  SC is to phone the riparian landowner concerning the offer by Andrew Morsley to measure the levels of flow throughout the village.  (v)  SC is to write again to residents concerning the state of the verge in Mere Rd.   

5.06
Speeding from the roundabout  Bucks CC officer has visited the site and is taking advice on how far the 30mph sign could be moved.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  if the VAS sign cannot be accommodated the PC could request a ‘light up’ 30mph sign be fitted.
5.07
HS2 Timber    Nothing further heard.        


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.08
Worn Lines on the Road  Bucks CC is to repaint the Mere Rd junction, but cannot address the Old Banbury Rd junction as this is in Oxon.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to report the worn lines on OCC fix-my-street again.
5.09
Door to Door Sales  The materials have been distributed.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The cold calling signs are to be put up at all entrances to the village as soon as possible.  
5.10
Road Repairs  Most reports have been dealt with.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to re-raise the pothole on Sandpit Hill.  
5.11
Spring Clean  This was well attended with more than 20 residents taking part.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact CDC and ask if the equipment could be made available for more frequent cleaning days.  (iii) The PC is to consider four picks a year, with the next one coming in June.  (iv)  SC is to contact CDC about one of their bins which is lying in the road near Foxley.
5.12
Street Light Bulb  More details have been requested by the electricity company.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST to talk to RB about checking the lamp etc (iii)  SC to ask her husband about ways of finding the information.  
5.13
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.14
24/00449/F  A no objection comment was submitted, decided under urgent business.  


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
5.15
X5  Requests for a stop have been put forward to the planners and the council.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.16
Newsletter  This was produced and distributed.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

5.17
Stable Close Working Party  This went well and the grass is growing.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.40)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation was presented.  The internal controls for March were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £13, 264.71 in the Treasurer Account and £5,239.23 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during March:

£200.00 from the Sports Club – final loan payment
The following was transferred during March:

£500.00 from Treasurer Acct to the Business Money Manager Acct) – (Tuesday Tea grant)

The following had been paid out during March:

£168.00 to OALC (Gen Admin – subscriptions)

£47.00 to OPFA (Gen Admin – subscriptions)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£402.85 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for April to be paid by s/o) 
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid under regular schedule
Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

Newton Newton - £22.80 (S144 (LG Act 1972) Encourage visitors – D Day Peace Flag)

SW Services - £240.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) – paid under regular schedule
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to accept and sign the bank reconciliation.  (iii)  to approve payment of invoices, proposed KG, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iv)  SC is to delete the loan account from the accounts package now that it has been paid in full.      
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.03)
There had been no requests for S137.  The payment of the OPFA subscription and the response to planning app 24/00548/LB (see Section 20 below) had been decided under urgent business. 

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.05)

There is no update on the site.  There is still no arranged quarry liaison meeting.  

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.12)
ST has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  An email has been received from a resident concerned about dog mess in the play area.            
Resolved (i) To agree that it is necessary to fence the play area, and that the fence will need two self-closing gates to accommodate the public right of way, proposed ST, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (ii) MC is to look at costs and investigate the fencing provided in other villages in order to decide on the most suitable. 
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.28)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.       
11.  80th ANNIVERSARY D-DAY CELEBRATIONS (21.30)
The plans were discussed.  The flag has arrived.  The event will be held on the playing field starting at 8.00pm on Thursday June 6th.  The beacon bonfire will be lit at 21.15pm.  There will be music and readings/presentations of words written at the time by both civilians and military personnel.  The collection of memorabilia, hopefully provided by residents, will be on display in the village hall.

JB explains that it is hoped to provide some WWII themed cupcakes and a prosecco style fizzy drink to all.  The organisers are catering for 50 attendees.  JB asks if the PC could fund the refreshments.  

Any monies collected or donated on the night will be shared between the Church and the Royal British Legion.

Resolved (i) This is to be an item on the May7th agenda.  (ii)  MC volunteers to produce scones for the event.  (iii)  The organisers are to be funded an amount of S137 money to not exceed £200, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.
12.  HS2 FUNDING FOR CARPARK FENCE POSTS  (21.42)

There is no more news on this from HS2 at the moment.    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward as a Matter Arising.

13.  REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED TREES (21.43)

The trees damaged by recent flailing of hedges on the Water Stratford Rd seem to be recovering well.  
Resolved  (i)  This is to be an agenda item for September, when the trees recovery can be properly assessed.
14.  REPLACEMENT OF LAPTOP (21.44)

The laptop was purchased in July 2017 and so is more than 6 years old.  It is currently not functioning well, with increasing glitches and slowness.
Resolved (i) To carry this item forward as a matter arising.  (ii)  SC is to look for a new machine, with help from contacts provided, and to circulate details before arranging a purchase, proposed KG, seconded JB, carried unanimously.    

15.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.50)

The PC considered the hours worked by the Clerk in the last quarter.

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.
16.  RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR 2023/24 (21.52)

SC had hoped to complete this for tonight’s meeting so that it could be signed off in plenty of time for the internal auditor.  Unfortunately, finishing it at the last minute, a 10p discrepancy was discovered.

Resolved  (i)  To put this item on the May 7th agenda, when the discrepancy has been cleared up.

17.  REVIEW OF PROCEDURES, INTERNAL CONTROLS AND INTERNAL AUDIT RISK ASSESSMENT (21.55)

The review documents had been circulated for consideration before the meeting.

Resolved (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To accept and sign off the review as satisfactory, proposed ST, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

18.  AGENDA FOR THE APM (21.57)

Ideas for the May 14th meeting were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  The new initiative Friends of Finmere is to be an item as well as the Tuesday Teas and Light Lunches project.  (ii)  ST is to ask Andrew Morsley if he could give a talk about flooding, which will be especially relevant if he has been able to measure the levels in the village.

19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.59) 
MW.0148/23 – Finmere Landfill – vary contours for capping and revise internal boundaries – application approved
Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  

20.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.01)
Correspondence for meeting
Elan City Speed Sign brochure
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
24/00548/LB – Mere House, Mere Rd – replacement of 9 windows

London Oxford Airport Airspace change proposal – for information

CPRE volunteer search request

Talking Tables invitation from OCC

SSEN Vulnerable Customers Kit

Usual reports

Resolved (i) SC takes speed sign brochure.  (ii)  24/00548/LB is to be an agenda item in May.  Comments of ‘no objection’ were decided under urgent business.  (iii) Noone is able to attend the OCC meet and greet.  (iv) Councillors are to mention CPRE to any suitable volunteer candidates.  (v)  MC is to attend the Talking Tables event, her payment of £40 for a place is to be refunded by the PC under urgent business.  (vi)  Councillors are to make people aware of the SSEN Vulnerable Customers scheme at events like the Tuesday Teas.  
21.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.16)
No items were raised.

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  

(Item 5.05 was now discussed and ST took over as acting Chair)

22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.31)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 7th 2024.      Meeting closed at 22.32. 
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None 
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