
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 6th September 2022 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillors Richard Billingham (RB) and Mike Kirby (MK).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.33)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee.  KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.34)

The minutes of the meeting of 12th of July 2022 were approved with corrections.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.35)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The progress on this matter over the summer was discussed.               

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to arrange a meeting to speak to the Sports Club Chairman concerning the ongoing insurance situation.  (iii) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease, making sure that there is flexibility on the insurance issue in case of problems.  (iii) After MKB’s meeting with the Chairman SC is to collect all information possible from the sports club and send it to BHIB and ask for a ‘desktop’ valuation quote, if appropriate.     
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process of completing the purchase is still ongoing.  The invoice for the Trust’s costs has now been paid.  The person in charge of grants for HS2 has had one of her team examine the spinney in order to carry out the work when the purchase is completed.  The machinery in the spinney has not been removed so far.  The draft contracts and transfer documents are in place.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  No further searches are to be requested, proposed JB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii) SC to contact internal auditor and make sure that the heads of terms of contract is an acceptable document to authorise payment for the land.  (iv)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed. (v) to make an offer of help with the removal of machinery if needed, including access via the playing field.  (vi) JB to approach Ian Ossenton (CDC Arboricultural Officer) for advice on what works need to be done to trees in the spinney and what authorisation will be needed for HS2 contractors to carry out any work.  (vii)  Following the mention of vacant possession in the heads of terms JB is to clarify what is covered.
4.03
Paralympic Story  The local organiser has booked the hall for the whole day on November 4th.  This is for a film presentation which is being compiled from all the memories and memorabilia that have been provided by residents.          


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.04
Milestone  JB has still not heard from the Milestone Society but she has written to OCC asking for their view on the matter.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to await replies from OCC and the Milestone Society.    
4.05
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard.          
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.06
20MPH Zone  A map has been sent by OCC of all the areas proposed to be covered by a 20mph zone in the near future, this covers all the roads which passed the tests that the PC commissioned.  The PC decided under urgent business to ask for the inclusion of the short stretch of the Old Banbury Rd from the junction with Valley Road to the gate.  Nothing further has been heard yet.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

4.07
VAS sign The repair attempt is still to be completed.      
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) RB is to try and repair the sign using the spares from MKB’s garage.  (iii)  MKB to ask the HS2 funding representative whether the sign would qualify.      

4.08
Speeding from roundabout Nothing heard so far. 
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
4.09
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has not yet placed the posters but has identified other locations where they would be helpful.    

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to place the posters out along the Fulwell Rd and near the 30mph sign on the roundabout approach if this is agreed by Dave Catlin OCC, who must approve the safety of any placement.  (iii) MKB to request four more signs and permission for their location.    
4.10
Stable Close Green Space  The working party and its requirements were discussed.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) The working party for the fences will take place on September 17th.  (iii)  The fences are to be removed/repaired and the missing ‘dragon’s tooth’ replaced.  (iv)  Three fence posts and some post-crete are to be purchased, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  
4.11
Code of Conduct  The new version is on the web.

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda

4.12
Valley Rd Bollards  These have been removed.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.30)

The financial reports for July and August were presented. The internal controls for July and August were carried out. The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £45,880.19 in the Treasurer Account and £3,329.28 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid out during July and August:

£390.00 to S W Services – (running costs – grass cutting)

£117.00 to Play Inspection Co – (running costs – playing fields)

£31.16 to Npower – (running costs – electricity)

£100.00 to CDC – (general administration – election costs)

£150.00 to J Brooks – (S137 Village Benefit – Jubilee Celebration costs)

£8.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£1,140 to Winckworth Sherwood – (general administration – legal fees)

£195.00 to S W Services – (running costs – grass cutting)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£9.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £343.45 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Sept to be paid by standing order)
SW Services – £390 (running costs - grass cutting paid under schedule of regular payments)
SW Services – £195 (running costs grass cutting paid under schedule of regular payments)
One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC





        £8.00 
general admin – account charges

A cheque for a refund of £6.49 had been received from e.on and will be paid into the PC account forthwith.  
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii)  SC to check with CDC about proceeds from the clothing bin which is now operational again post Covid.    
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.44)
No S137 requests had been received.  Some planning issues were decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.45)

There is still no odour problem.  The AT machinery is to leave the site and the new machines will not have bleepers fitted, but beeping is still a noise issue.  The land adjoining the landfill has been the subject of an application for a borrow pit construction by HS2.  This has again been returned due to push back from the EA regarding water table damage.  A local farm which relies on well water in the area is not mentioned in submissions.  
Resolved (i) MKB is to telephone regarding the current machinery beeping.  (ii) to note the position.  
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.47)
JB and ST have walked the playing field this month and report that there are still a lot of rabbit holes appearing.  SC has arranged for ferreting of the field in the autumn.  
Resolved (i) SC is to contact the pest controller and ask him to also ferret the verges of the Old Banbury Rd along its full length, including the gated section.          
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.49)
A house has new residents in MKB’s section of the village.           

Resolved (i) MKB to give the new resident a welcome letter.  (ii) SC to forward the welcome letter to MC.  
10.  FLOODING (20.50)

There was a lengthy and robust discussion of the current state of all the flooding issues in the village. At this point ST left the meeting.  
Resolved  (i) MKB to continue liaising with the riparian owner on Water Stratford Rd.  (ii) SC to circulate any further correspondence from Scott White (OCC) but not to chase the entrance flooding issue up.  (iii) MKB to raise the issue of the culvert blocking cable with IC.  (iv) MKB to liaise with IC and OCC urgently regarding progress with the riparian landowner near Fulwell Rd, who has made an offer to have an extra pipe fitted under his land, though with difficult conditions.  (v) PC to ask for the results of a topographical survey to be carried out by Andrew Morsley, Senior Project Manager, River Thame Conservation Trust on the land affected by drainage issues in the village, particularly with a view to confirming the depth of the brook and the drop-off depth of the brook field.  (vi) Not to pursue matters of entrance flooding in Mere Rd.    
11.  MEMORIAL WREATH (21.50)

The choice of wreath for the Remembrance ceremony was considered and also the donation amount.  
Resolved (i) SC to order the type B circular wreath.  (ii) Once receipt of the wreath is confirmed a donation of £100 to be made to the Royal British Legion, as in previous years, proposed JB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

12.  AUDIT ISSUES (21.52)

The choice of internal auditor for the coming year and the decision as to whether to accept the appointed external auditor or opt out, once that appointment has been made, were discussed.

Resolved (i)  SC to ask Elizabeth Cooper to accept a letter of engagement, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii) The PC will not opt out of the decision once the external auditor choice is announced, proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.
13.  GDPR REVIEW (21.55)

The matter of what information is held and under what regulation it is retained was addressed.  

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii)  SC to send all the relevant information and documents to MC for completion.

14.  FILING CABINET (22.00)

The old filing cabinet is to be replaced in keeping with the newly refurbished meeting room.

Resolved (i)  SC is to order a Bisley 4-drawer cabinet at a cost of £259 +VAT, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (Delivery is to be to JB’s address).
15.  REPLACEMENT TREE FOR BUND  (22.05)

There needs to be a decision as to whether to replace the removed tree, and if so where to put the replacement and what type of tree to plant.

Resolved  (i) To put this item on the October agenda.

16.  LEISURE EQUIPMENT  (22.10)

There was a discussion about the possibility of providing equipment for teenagers/adults, possibly in the area that used to house the swings.
Resolved  (i)  To place this item on the October agenda.  (ii)  Councillors to think about how many items would be appropriate, where they could be placed and what they would cost.  (iii)  MKB to approach HS2 and see if any funding would be available.

17.  CIVILITY AND RESPECT PLEDGE (22.15)

OALC are encouraging local authorities to sign up to this new pledge.

Resolved.  (i) SC is to sign the pledge on behalf of the PC (electronically), proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to alter the wording of the Dignity at Work Policy to reflect the fact that the PC has signed the pledge, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.

18.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.18)

22/02124/F – 22/02125/LB – Finmere House – replacement summer house – Councillors visited neighbours and submitted comments to CDC under urgent business, there were concerns about the wood burner to be fitted in the summer house and whether the summer house was in keeping with a Grade II listed property.
22/00090/REF – Finmere Airfield – roadside services – the appeal will receive all comments already submitted.  
MW.0110/22 – Opes, Finmere Landfill – formation of surface water basins.

22/02546/SCH17 – HS2 – land around Finmere – mainly access tracks around Warren Farm and the old railway line.

Resolved (i)  To note the position.  (ii)  To produce a newsletter encouraging villagers who have not yet submitted comments to comment on the airfield roadside services appeal.  (iii)  To submit a comment on the Opes application asking for a condition that these basins should not be used for any overflow from the borrow pit, but only from the landfill site.  

19.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.23)

Correspondence for meeting
None

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

A request for a donation from Citizens Advice – insufficient evidence of local impact

A request for a donation from MyVision Oxfordshire – insufficient evidence as above

A request from a resident for works to be carried out on the Jubilee Tree – see below
Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Various road closure notices – for information

Ability bus information – for information

Invite to Chair for OALC meeting – MKB was unable to attend

OALC July and August updates – for information
Cherwell Local Plan Review invitation – no proposals submitted

Oxford transport proposals update – for information

Community First – engagement on green issues – for information

HS2 additional lorry route application information – for information
Oxfordshire Conversation news of public seminars – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved  (i) KG to carry out work clearing ivy on Jubilee Tree.  (ii) PC to keep a close watch on developments of lorry route changes.  

20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.30)
Leftover Jubilee funds JB reported that £16 was left over from the Jubilee funding for expenses.  This is to be used to purchase a strong storage box for the hand-made Jubilee bunting that was produced by villagers for the event.  This is to hopefully be kept in the village hall.
Wedding Car Parking  A resident had raised the issue of an upcoming wedding and asked if there would be any problem with, or permissions needed for, parking.  There is no issue with this.

Anaerobic Digester  The largest digester in Europe is planned for land to the north of the A43 near Evenley.  There will be no impact from odour on Finmere.

Resolved.  (i)  To note the position.

21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.39)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday October 4th 2022.    
Meeting closed at 22.40.
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