
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th October 2022 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Joanne Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillors Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB) and Mike Kirby (MK).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.33)

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.34)

The minutes of the meeting of 6th of September 2022 were approved with corrections.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.40)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed.   The Chairman of the Sports Club considers that as the PC accepted a cheque and confirmed by email that this would cover the insurance for the coming year there is no legal way that the PC can request a further payment.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to continue to liaise with the Sports Club Chairman concerning the ongoing insurance situation.  (iii) MKB to price a valuation of the pavilion with a local valuer.  (iv) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease, making sure that there is flexibility on the insurance issue in case of problems.       
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process of completing the purchase is still ongoing.  SC has confirmed with the internal auditor that the request for payment, either in letter or email form, will be sufficient evidence for the audit. JB has spoken to Ian Ossenton, CDC Arboricultural Officer, and he has explained what will be needed regarding work on the trees.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  JB to obtain a quote for a Forestry Management Expert Report.  (The results of this report will be binding).  (iii) SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed. (vii)  Following the mention of vacant possession in the heads of terms JB is to clarify what is covered.
4.03
Paralympic Story  There is to be a ‘Meet the Paralympian’ session with Sally Haynes on October 12th, in the village hall.  The hall is booked for the whole day on November 4th.  This is for a film presentation which is being compiled from all the memories and memorabilia that have been provided by residents.          


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.04
Milestone  JB has still not had no reply from the Milestone Society or OCC.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to chase a reply from OCC.    
4.05
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard.          
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.06
20MPH Zone  A reply has been received to say that the section of the Old Banbury Road will be included along with the other proposed roads in the new 20mph zone for Finmere.  This is to be introduced as the scheme is rolled out.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.
4.07
VAS sign The repair attempt is still to be completed.      
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) RB is to try and repair the sign using the spares from MKB’s garage.        

4.08
Speeding from roundabout Nothing heard so far. 
Resolved  (i) to put this item on the April agenda.    
4.09
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has not placed the posters or received any more yet.      

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to place the posters out along the Fulwell Rd and near the 30mph sign on the roundabout approach if this is agreed by Dave Catlin OCC, who must approve the safety of any placement.  
4.10
Stable Close Green Space  The results of the working party were discussed.    
Resolved (i) to put this item on the January agenda.  (ii) JB is to check with ST whether any more postcrete is required.  If not, then MKB is happy to purchase the leftover bags as they will not store well.  
4.11
Clothing Bin Income  SC has heard back from Ian Upstone, CDC, and there is a payment of £37.83 due.  CDC asks if the PC would rather collect at the year end.
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) to ask for the money now.
4.12
Welcome Letter  This has been sent to MC.  

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.13
Memorial Wreath  This has been ordered.  The service is to be on November 13th.  The silent soldier will need to be placed beforehand.
Resolved (i) KG is to notify SC when the wreath arrives so that SC can pay for it.  (ii) The silent soldier is to be placed by the Jubilee Tree and lit if possible.  (iii) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.14
Internal Auditor Appointment  Elizabeth Cooper has replied with a confirmation of her engagement for the 2022/23 year.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.15
GDPR Documents  SC has sent these to MC.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.16
Filing Cabinet This has been ordered and will be delivered to JB’s house.
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.17
Civility and Respect Pledge  This has been signed, an acknowledgement received and the Dignity at Work Policy updated and placed on the website.
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.18
Newsletter  No newsletter was produced.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.19
MW.0110/22 – Landfill – surface water basins  Comments will be submitted tomorrow after being circulated under urgent business.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.20
Jubilee Tree – KG has removed almost all of the ivy from the tree base and pruned the tree suckers as well.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.35)

The quarterly financial reports were presented. The bank reconciliation was presented.  The internal controls for September were carried out. The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £51,428.74 in the Treasurer Account and £3,336.98 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The transactions from July and August are reported in previous minutes.  

The following had been received during September:

£5,900 from CDC – (second tranche of precept payment)
£6.49 from e.on – (refund for electricity – paid into BMM account)
The following had been paid out during September:

£8.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £343.45 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Oct to be paid by standing order)
Travis Perkins - £38.40 (running costs – postcrete)

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

CDC - £508.08 – (running costs – dog bins)

Moore - £480.00 – (general admin – external audit)

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve the bank reconciliation, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iii) to approve payment of invoices. 
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.50)
No S137 requests had been received.  Some planning issues were decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.51)

There is still no odour problem.  There is to be a quarry liaison meeting next week.  Reversing beepers are still being heard.  A retrospective planning application is to be put in regarding the concrete plant.

Resolved (i) MKB is to raise the matter of the beeping at the quarry liaison meeting.  (ii) SC is to invite BC to the November meeting and put the QL meeting on the agenda.  (iii) MKB is to chase up the concrete application consultation.    
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.58)
KG has walked the playing field this month and reports that there are still rabbit holes appearing.  SC has arranged for ferreting of the field and the Old Banbury Rd verge in the autumn.  
Resolved (i) SC is to contact the owner of the field north of the gated section of the road and ask for permission to ferret that section.            
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.05)
A house has new residents in KG’s section of the village.           

Resolved (i) KG to give the new resident a welcome letter.   
10.  FLOODING (21.06)

MKB had held an online meeting with Ian Corkin (IC), County Councillor, Andrew Vidovic (AV), OCC and Tony Brummell (TB), CDC, concerning flooding issues.  Nothing further has been heard from Andrew Morsley, Senior Project Manager, River Thame Conservation Trust.  ST had circulated a description of the flooding events in 2020 by a flooded resident.  ST had also circulated the independent report from Bucks CC on the Tingewick floods.  This showed that 5 properties flooding within 1 sq km was the trigger for this report.  It also showed that Bucks CC had been instructed to clean gullies at 6-month intervals rather than annually.  OCC clean gullies on a four-year cycle.  A discussion on the issues, including the respective responsibilities of authorities and riparian landowners then took place.
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to continue liaising with the riparian owner on Water Stratford Rd.  (iii) MKB to let TB know that the landowner near Cross Tree is happy for him to visit and measure up for a quote.  (iv) MKB to press IC for an answer regarding the criteria that would trigger the commissioning of a full, independent report by OCC.    
11.  QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY (21.33)
The link for the canopy is open again and will stay open till March.  Matters of the trees were discussed.    
Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) JB is to register the trees planted as part of the canopy.  (iii) There is to be no ceremony for the placing of the Jubilee memorial plaque, considering recent events.  (iv) A photo taken on the day of the planting is to be put on the web.  (v) A celebration and a placing of the plaque can be held when the spinney is bought and the work on it carried out.
12.  REPLACEMENT TREE FOR BUND (21.36)
A discussion is held concerning the trees on the bund.

Resolved (i)  SC to ask RJB or Peter Goss, former councillor, which resident asked for the tree to be felled.  (ii) The resident is to be asked to replace the felled tree (as has always been the procedure with other residents) but can place it where they would like on the bund, it does not need to be in the same proximity to their house or fence.  
13.  LEISURE EQUIPMENT (21.40)
KG has been looking into prices.  Concrete table tennis tables can be obtained from one company for £1,400 plus £700 delivery.  Another company offers them from £900 to £4k.  They are also on ebay but would be difficult to collect.  MKB points out that a totally flat concrete base will also be needed, which could be expensive.  KG says that the tables she has looked at have legs which can be sunk into concrete and levelled that way.  Matting would be required to stop the wearing away of the grass at either end.  There may be funding from HS2 or Sport England.

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)MKB to ask David Butcher, HS2, about funding.  (iii)  KG is to look at other equipment also, keep an eye on ebay and ask Tingewick PC what their equipment cost.  
14.  PARISH CLERK HOURS DIARY/APPRAISAL (21.50)
The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a good job.

Resolved (i) to note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter.  (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a good job.  
15.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.00)
Correspondence for meeting
Sunshine gym leaflet – taken by KG
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Information on the appeal hearing on Finmere Airfield roadside services application – JB feels that a newsletter should be put out and there are several items of interest which she wishes to raise that could be in this also.

An email from MK about concerns raised by a resident about the closure of bridleways by HS2.

22/01645/OUT – five dwellings off Fulwell Rd – application refused.

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda

OALC September update – for information

Request for wording of a welcome for King Charles III on the website

Cherwell Local Plan review invitation

National Highways and Transport Survey

Usual reports – for information

Resolved  (i) A newsletter to be produced regarding the airfield application, this can also include mention of JB’s items of interest.  (ii)SC is to suggest that the concerned resident should contact their MP.  (iii) This application information will need to be on the November agenda.  (iv) SC is to compose some words of welcome and circulate them before posting them on the web.  (v) MKB is to attend the Cherwell Local Plan review.  (vi) Councillors can complete the Transport survey if they wish.    

16.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.14)
Photographs of Village Events  MK has sent along copies of his photos of the condolence book for Queen Elizabeth II and the proclamation of King Charles III in Finmere for councillors.  These will be sent electronically to SC for the PC records.
Atmosphere at meetings  It was felt that the robust discussion at last month’s meeting had perhaps become a little too robust, given the need to present the PC and the village in a favourable light to any attendees.  

Harvest Festival Service  A service is to be held on Sunday October 23rd, with a meal afterwards.  Any helpers would be welcome.  KG and MC will help if possible.

Carol Service  This is to be held on December 9th.  

Outdoor Carols  It has been suggested that it might be nice to repeat the outdoor service which took place at the height of the pandemic.  This would need to be organised by the PC.  This would be held as before at the village hall.  
Memorial to HM The Queen  It is felt that it would be nice to have a memorial to the Queen in the village.  One suggestion is that the spinney could be named in her memory, or that part of the works carried out could be named – possibly a memorial bench at the entrance.  This could be included as an item in the newsletter which is being produced.

Resolved  (i) MKB to give his thoughts on maintaining a pleasant atmosphere at the start of the November meeting.  (ii) SC is to place the Carol Service and Outdoor Carols on the November agenda. (iii) SC is to place the Memorial to HM The Queen on the November agenda.
17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.29)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday November 1st 2022.    
Meeting closed at 22.30.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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Meeting of October 4th   

