
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd September 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
No members of the public were in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from Cllr Richard Billingham (RB), District Councillors Nigel Simpson (NS) and Grace Conway-Murray (GCM).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.  ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 2nd of July 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

There were no speakers for the public forum.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issue of the lease was discussed and a request from the Sports Club was considered.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to continue liaising with the PC solicitor on this matter.  (iii)  SC is to inform the Sports Club that the PC would be happy to help fund a defibrillator for the pavilion on a 50/50 basis.  (iv)  SC will try to obtain a cheaper quote for a machine and cabinet.  (v)  The PC will buy replacement pads for this machine and ask that the Sports Club pays for the electricity needed for the cabinet.  (vi)  SC is to inform the Sports Club of the details of a charity which is currently supporting defibrillators in sports clubs.                 
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) The matter of action plan quotes and a felling licence are to be on the October agenda.  (iv)  JB is continuing to pursue more quotes for the refurbishment of the old play area land.  (v)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  Nothing further has been heard.        

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.04
Verge Issues  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.      

5.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask Tony Brummell for a copy of his report concerning the level findings in Andrew Morsley’s report.  (iii)  The PC will inform riparian landowners of any findings in this report.  (iv)  SC is to write to new residents concerning issues with gravel drives.  (v)  MKB is to meet with ST and Andrew Morsley (AM) to discuss possibilities for retention of water on his land.  (vi)  SC is to continue to pursue the provision of sandbags from Vanessa Bowler (OCC) the new officer in charge.         

5.06
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.07
HS2 Timber    The current supply of cut timber has been exhausted.  The PC are top of the list if any more standing timber is cut.          


Resolved (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    

5.08
Door to Door Sales  The signs are now in place.     

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.    
5.09
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.10
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has obtained quotes which were discussed.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MC is to obtain a further quote from a supplier who has emailed the PC.  
5.11
Review of Assets  Those councillors who had completed their sheets over the summer returned them to SC.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.12
Speeding  MKB has still not heard from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.13
Public Access and Rights of Way  The matter of access to PC land was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB is to check into the paperwork records of Mixbury Trust.
5.14
Autumn Clean  This has been booked for 10am  12noon on Saturday September 14th, with three sign cleaning kits being delivered also. 


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  If MKB is unable to run the event MK will organise it.  (iii)  This is to be an item in the newsletter.  
5.15
Bund Inspection  This item was discussed.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
5.16
Domestic Abuse Appeal  This request was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The PC will make a £100 donation provided that the internal auditor is satisfied that this is an S137 issue.

5.17
Newsletter  This was produced and distributed. 


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Another newsletter is to be produced covering an update on the community pub purchasing project, the Autumn Clean day and the Harvest Festival etc.

5.18
Layby Pothole  This has been reported on fix-my-street but photos have been requested in order to speed up the response. 


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MK to provide photos to SC.

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.00)

The financial reports for July and August were presented.  The internal controls for July and August were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The new accounting system has been obtained but is still to be set up for use.        
It was reported that there was £18,527.47 in the Treasurer Account and £5,266.04 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during July:

£184.34 from the Sports Association – grass cutting contribution
£1,900.00 from VHMC - donation
The following had been paid out during July:

£85.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income tax – Apr, May, June)

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£134.00 to Jo Brooks (S137 – village benefit – D Day 80 costs)

£35.94 to SC (Gen Admin – Land registry fee reimbursement)

£5.27 to Npower (Running costs – electricity)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£317.05 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances) (This was in error as the standing order should have reverted to ££402.85)
The following had been paid out during August:

£57.20 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income tax – August)

£240.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£138.00 to Play Inspection Company (Running costs – playing fields)

£85.80 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – backpay for Clerk & RFO duties)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£345.65 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for August/paid by s/o 
Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for September/paid by s/o

Npower – (Running costs – electricity) – paid under scheduled payments

HSBC Account charges - £8.00 x 2 – (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically

SW Services - £240.00 – (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting) – paid under scheduled payments 
One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman. 
£138.00 to Play Inspection Company (Running costs – playing fields) – this had been decided on and paid under urgent business

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.        
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.07)
There had been no requests for S137.  The play inspection invoice payment and inclusion of Katherine House Hospice volunteer request on the web had been decided under urgent business.
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.08)

There are currently approximately ten articulated lorries entering the site every hour, which means the remaining cell should fill quickly.  
Resolved (i) To note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.10)
MC has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.              
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  The newsletter is to include an item requesting a volunteer to inspect the play area weekly.     
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.14)
There are several new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) SC is to advise Cllrs who need to deliver a welcome letter.    
11.  DAMAGED TREES/LIFTED SLABS (21.20)

The matters were discussed.
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to obtain three quotes for the relaying of the slabs in the Chinalls Close open space.  (iii)  SC is to inform the resident who had raised the issue of the PC resolution.
12.  ASSIGNMENT OF COUNCILLORS (21.25)

The matter of assigning councillors to issues currently affecting the PC was discussed, as recommended by the internal auditor.  

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to circulate the list as decided upon.
13.  VE DAY 80 CELEBRATIONS (21.32)
The matter of preparations for next year’s celebrations was discussed.    

Resolved (i) To place this item on the November agenda.  (ii)  SC is to forward the organisers email to KG and her husband.  (iii)  The PC hopes to repeat the display of local wartime memorabilia as many had not had chance to see it at the D Day 80 celebrations.  
14.  ROAD REPAIRS (21.37)

The PC discussed any issues regarding the condition of the roads.
Resolved (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write to Water Stratford Parish Meeting about the state of the road beyond the Bacons House bridge on the Water Stratford Road.  
15.  OALC MEMBERSHIP (21.40)

The PC discussed their vote on the proposed raising of membership costs by 7%.  

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC reluctantly supports the rise in membership fees, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.    

16.  BANK MANDATE (21.42)

Matters concerning the bank mandate were discussed.

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to remove several names from the bank mandate list of signatories, that are erroneously still listed, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii)  MKB and JB as signatories are to confirm the reduction of the daily permitted spend to £500 in order to comply with the new financial regulations, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.

17.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.44) 
MW.0085/24 – Finmere Quarry – details pursuant to Condition 4 (archaeological excavation) – submitted and approved – PC had no objection

24/01078/OUT – Land west of Chinalls – erection of 10 dwellings – additional and amended documents – PC submitted objections

Resolved (i) To note the position.  

18.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.47)
Correspondence for meeting
Bank mandate letter – see Section 16 above

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

24/02198/F – Wyndham Rose, Mere Rd – retrospective permission for front porch and garage conversion, infill to existing side porch, removal of existing chimney stack, loft conversion with a rear box dormer and one and two storey extensions to the rear – resubmission of 18/02235/F 

EKFB mobile visitors centre visit proposal – Thurs October 3rd – 3.30 – 6pm
Report from a resident about a problem with parking on pavements

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
BT phone switchover – for information

Climate consultation – for information

My Vision funding request

Draft Community Infrastructure Levy consultation – for information

SSEN Resilience Fund sheet – for information

Solar panel project for village hall report – for information

Paralympic collections display and film link announcement – for information

OALC July update – for information

Age UK scam information

Katherine House Hospice volunteer request

Bin it to Win it offer

Winter preparedness request

Ribbon cutting invitation from Starbucks

OALC training info – for information

OALC August update

OCC webinars invite – for information

OCC public interest topics info

Fencing products info 

Dementia awareness event flyer – for information

Usual reports

Resolved (i) The PC has no objections, but this will need to be on the October agenda.  (ii)  This time is not possible due to village hall bookings; the PC is to provide alternative dates to EKFB.  (iii)  the subject of parking on the pavement will be put in the newsletter, or a subsequent newsletter if there is no room.  (iv)  the PC will not donate to My Vision.  (v)  SC is to invite Age UK to give a report at the APM or at the Tuesday Teas.  (vi)  the PC has placed the volunteer request on the web.  (vii)  This offer was not felt to be good value for money.  (viii)  SC is to pass this email on to JB.  (ix)   MKB explained to Starbucks that their new establishment is in Tingewick parish.  (x)  The new grievance and disciplinary policies from OALC are to be on the October agenda.  (xi)  SC is to put three topics on the web.  (xi)  MC is to contact the fencing company for a quote.  
19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.05)
Ragwort – JB reports a problem with ragwort on her land, due to other landowners not clearing the plant now that the enforcement of its removal has been reduced.

Resolved (i) This is to be an item in the newsletter, or a subsequent one if there is no room.  (ii)  SC is to write to local landowners and ask for their cooperation.  

(Item 5.05 was now discussed)

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.36)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday October 1st.            
Meeting closed at 22.37. 
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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