
MEETING OF 

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 26th May 2020 remotely via Zoom
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG), Joanne Brooks (JB) and Tim Ayling (TA)
In attendance:- Sharron Chalcraft (SC) (Parish Clerk and RFO)
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC).  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)
The minutes of the meeting of 28th of April 2020 were approved with corrections.

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  SC has informed Katy Whitton, Sports Club Secretary, that the PC are happy to wait for the loan repayment and the grass cutting contribution until later in the year.  ST asks that she should remind the Sports Club that the loan repayment is overdue and is a priority for payment as soon as possible.  c/f

4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  JB had contacted Martin Ayres, Mixbury Trust, regarding their land agent, and he responded during the course of the meeting to say that he would chase up the agent and update the PC in due course.  c/f

4.03
Defibrillator Guardianship  SC has forwarded the latest form for information from SWAS to MK, he has filled it in and will return it.  The school does reopen in June and SC has asked if they are happy for Roger Blake, electrician, to take a look at the light then.  c/f

4.04
Trees of Remembrance Plaque  The plaque wording has been suggested by KG, after consultation with the suppliers on available space, as follows:  ‘In grateful memory of those who gave their lives in defence of freedom.’  This wording is approved, and KG is to proceed with ordering the engraving, proposed KG, seconded TA, carried unanimously.  c/f

4.05
Stable Close Play Area Refurbishment  An email has been received from a Stable Close resident regarding the condition of the play area.  The PC was able to confirm to the resident that the eventual plan is to grass over the area and remove the fence which separates it from the main green.  This work will have to wait until safe working is possible.  The PC has also received an email from a recycling firm that will remove the rubber matting free of charge if required.  MKB is unhappy with paying £5 per mat, given their condition and the likelihood of their reaching such a figure on ebay.  TA is to place them on the village Facebook page in an auction and MKB and KG can bid for them, this seems the fairest way, proposed TA, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  c/f
4.06
Water Stratford Rd Pothole(s)  SC has reported both the potholes again on fix-my-street  and councillors confirm that they have now been marked.  

4.07
Cross Tree Bench  The old bench collapsed after being bumped by a resident’s horse.  The resident was kind enough to remove the debris.  MKB is pretty sure that the fixings should be usable on the new bench.  The working party for installation of the bench with its new plaque is to be an agenda item when the current situation is resolved. 

4.08
Emergency Vehicle Access Signs  MKB is still unable to liaise with the resident during the lockdown but will get these fitted as soon as it is possible.  c/f

4.09
Spring Clean  There is still no date for this to take place.  No fly tipping issues have arisen.  c/f

4.10
Mower Service  ST confirms that it is still in order to postpone the service for now, the hours of use are well within parameters.  c/f

4.11
May APM  SC has contacted village organisations and has already received some reports. These are to be placed on the web, hopefully in the first week of June.  c/f
4.12
Village Hall Access  The key safe has now been fitted by ST, who also reports that the renewal of the village hall roof is currently under way.  SC is to give the access code to the emergency planning department at OCC.
4.13
Newsletter  No newsletter has been sent out since the last meeting.  After considering the comments of District Councillor Barry Wood the PC feels it best to carry on with hand delivery, proposed ST, seconded TA, carried unanimously.  TA is also to place a copy of the newsletter onto the village Facebook page.

4.14
VE Day  Events that went ahead were muted but appropriate, with lots of decorations around the village.  Photographs have been posted to the village Facebook page and there will be a prize of a dinner at the Red Lion after reopening for the most ‘liked’ photograph.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (19.53)

The monthly financial report was presented. 

It was reported that there was £13,458.84 in the Treasurer Account and £4,821.81 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid in during April:

£5,665.00 from CDC – parish precept
The following had been paid out during April:

£303.95 to SC - (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The invoice for insurance renewal had been received from BHIB, see Section 12 below. 

6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (19.58)
No requests for funding have been received.  The purchase of the key safe model choice was agreed under urgent business.  

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.00)
The emissions monitor is still in Finmere as it cannot be moved under safe working protocols.  It is being regularly recalibrated and is still taking readings.  The odour problem has reduced of late.  Councillors wonder if this is because of the inactivity of the site.  There are now two gas engines working and a gas management plan is in place and working.  The investigation by the EA is still ongoing.  The suspension notice has been withdrawn and replaced with one that allows the import of soil into the site for the purposes of capping.  A temporary cap has been put in place on the east of Cell 10.  Cell 7 has been covered up.  
Following an incident in the village last week it is hoped that tensions can be diffused in future.  All personnel wear body cameras while on site at the quarry, this is Opes policy as they can provide information after any incident.

It is important that the PC continues to monitor the odour issue, the nature of waste is changing with much of the current supply to the landfill being ‘fines,’ a pre-processed, ‘ground up’ waste.  The PC must also continue to liaise with OCC, the EA and the local MP to contain the situation.

8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.10)
The sorting out of the leases is still ongoing.  
ST confirms that he has walked the field this month and all is well.  The VHMC are happy with the level of compliance on the continuing closure of the play area.  
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.13)
There are some new residents in Stable Close and PG has provided them with a welcome letter.     
10.  REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS (20.15)

Governance needs to be reviewed annually.  OALC has advised that there is no need to change Standing Orders due to the current situation.  Financial Regulations have had some minor changes:  a change of wording to clarify Reg 11.1.a.ii, an update to the financial limit amounts in the footnote to Reg 11.1.b and a change in heading to the Contracts section for larger councils which does not apply.  Standing Orders are to stand, the Financial Regulation changes are to be adopted, proposed TA, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

11.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (20.20)
This is part of the annual review.  The current asset list, for publication on the website, is approved, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

12.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (20.22)
The renewal invoice has been received from BHIB in the sum of £147.98.  This is to be paid by bacs and the invoice initialled to indicate this at the next face to face meeting, proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  Renewal was automatic as the PC is in a long-term agreement at the moment.  

13.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (2024)

This is another part of the annual review.  The PC is currently a member of OALC (£140.42) – legal advice and a conduit for changes in legislation, OPFA (£42) – advice and help with playing field issues and Community First (£55) – help with grants and community schemes and planning advice.  SC is a member of SLCC (£92) – back up and information for Clerks, salary and employment information, a forum for Clerks.  It is felt best to continue with all these memberships, proposed MKB, seconded TA, carried unanimously.

14.  REVIEW OF COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE (20.27)

This is another part of the annual review.  The PC is happy with the current procedure, proposed MK, seconded PG, carried unanimously.

15.  REVIEW OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PROCEDURE (20.29)
This is another part of the annual review.  The PC is happy with the current procedure, proposed MKB, seconded TA, carried unanimously.

16.  REVIEW OF DATA PROTECTION PROCEDURES (20.31)

This is another part of the annual review.  The PC is happy with the current procedure, proposed ST, seconded PG, carried unanimously.

17.  REVIEW OF PRESS/MEDIA POLICY (20.33)

This is another part of the annual review.  OALC have advised that as the Press can still gain entry to virtual meetings through the public invite procedure therefore there are no suggested or recommended amendments at this time.  The PC is happy with the current procedure, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.

18.  REVIEW OF DISCIPLINARY/GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE (20.35)

This is another part of the annual review.  This year, due to a judgement made against a PC, there are recommendations for major changes in this area.  There are new templates for separate Disciplinary and Grievance procedures.  The PC is to adopt these templates, proposed ST, seconded TA, carried unanimously.

19.  MEETING DATES FOR 2020/21 (20.37)

Following the disruption caused by the present situation the PC feels it would be best to keep the meetings at the end of the month until the summer break, then with no meeting in August it will be best to bring the September meeting back to the usual first Tuesday.  The meeting dates are as follows:  June 30th, July 28th, September 1st, October 6th, November 3rd, December 1st, January 5th 2021, February 2nd, March 2nd, April 6th, May 4th and May 11th (APM).  SC is to check that elections will not interfere with the May dates.
20.  CORRESPONDENCE (20.40)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None

Emails printed – 

Stable Close play area request from resident – see Section 4.05 above
Invoice for insurance renewal – see Section 12 above

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda

OALC April update – for information

Rebound rubber email – offer to recycle rubber play surfaces – for information

Road closure notices – work during the summer on A43 – to be put on web at the right time

Funding information from IC – for information

Detail on Gypsy and Traveller liaison – for information

Covid 19 updates – for information

Usual reports – for information

21.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS (20.45)
Funding for Village Hall  ST confirms that the bill for the village hall will be arriving soon, along with some of the funding.  The VAT section will be £3,280 and the PC may have to pay this before receiving a refund from HMRC as the company can only wait 10 to 14 days.  This should not represent a problem as reserves are currently almost at recommended levels.

22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (20.52)
The date of the next meeting is to be June 30th.  

Meeting closed at 20.53.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None
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