
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 9th January 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
No apologies were received.    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item and also planning application 23/03409/F.  JB confirmed that she would leave the meeting for planning application 23/03305/F.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 5th of December 2023 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

One member of the public present spoke about the problem with gullies being blocked, which was later addressed in the discussion on flooding.  

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.38)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  MKB had continued to liaise with the Sports Club.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii)  The grass cutting payment will rise in 2025-6 by the lowest of the CPI inflation figure or 5%, rounded to the nearest £5.  (iii) The payments for grass cutting are to be made quarterly in April, July, October and January, thus falling within one financial year.  (iv) The payments for insurance are to be made quarterly in June, September, December and March.  (v)  If any payments are missed then the whole amount will become due. (vi) The issue of grass cutting is to be kept separate from the lease.             
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  Some more items have been removed.  Residents should now be able to start fencing the edge of their land.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site and to inform the owners that any remaining material will be removed at the end of March, possibly during the annual spring clean.  (iii)  quotes are to be obtained for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iv)  A resident who has been very instrumental in getting the TPO’s on the spinney trees is to be copied in on the plan.  (v)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  No more has been heard on this matter.    

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
Leisure Equipment  This has now been included in a newsletter.  There has only been one response from residents.

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.
5.05
Verge Issues  Nothing has been heard from Kathryn Gash (OCC).  The second stone has reappeared on the verge outside one property.  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to ask County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) to raise these issues at OCC.    

5.06
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to continue trying to arrange a visit by Tony Brummell (CDC) to come and look at the pond/pipe situation.  (iii)  SC is to lobby OCC to get the collapsed culvert work done soon.  (iv)  RJB is to look into replacing grids on the Fulwell Rd culverts and gullies with better versions that would not block up so easily.  (v) MKB is to continue to talk with IC concerning the required dredging work.  (vi)  SC is to write again to residents regarding the verge in Mere Rd, as further debris has appeared, and vehicles are now being parked on the verge.  (vii)  SC is to contact OCC again regarding the works in Mere Rd and a supply of sandbags.  (viii) As there has been no response from OCC and observations on January 2nd showed that there was a problem with gullies councillors are to tackle the worst ones themselves.  The silt will be removed, bagged up and taken away.  ST and RJB will deal with one gulley each and MK and MC will help if possible.  (ix)  Cones are to be obtained from either the village hall or MKB to use during the carrying out of this work.
5.07
Speeding from the roundabout  Still no news.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.08
Insurance renewal  The Sports Club have agreed to make the payment.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda for confirmation.    

5.09
HS2 Timber    Nothing has been heard.      


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.10
Grit bins  These are now filled.  More salt has been ordered.

Resolved (i)  to remove this item from the agenda.
5.11
Jubilee tree bough  This has now been actioned.  

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.
5.12
Appointment of an Internal Auditor  This has now been carried out.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
5.13
Carol Service and Christmas Lights  The evening went well with a good attendance.  There was a very moving reading about the world situation.
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    

5.14
Worn Lines on the Road  SC has still had no reply from fix-my-street, but checking on the site shows an ‘’investigating’’ report.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.15
HS2 Health Effects Survey  The interview took place, lasting some 45 minutes, and there may be others in future.  Some residents did give their information to MC.    


Resolved  (i)  to remove this item from the agenda until any follow up contact is made.
5.16
Grass Cutting Contract Changes  ST has checked the new contract and is happy that it still represents value for money.  


Resolved  (i)  to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To sign the letter - signed by MKB.  (ii)  SC is to copy the letter for the grass cutting folder and for PC records and return the signed original to OCC.

5.17
Door to Door Sales  A reply has been received from Trading Standards.

Resolved  (i) SC is to request 250 leaflets and 10 new ‘’No Cold Calling Zone’’ signs.  (ii)  A newsletter is to be produced at a future date explaining the scheme and is to be circulated along with the leaflets.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.30)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation was signed.  The internal controls for December were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £14, 337.59 in the Treasurer Account and £4,716.42 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during December:

£24.00 to Land Registry – c/o SC – (capital expenditure – purchase of land registry entry)

£77.50 to JB – (S137 (LGA 1972) Village benefit – Tuesday Teas/Meeting refreshments)

£63.37 to JB – (S137 (LGA 1972) Village benefit – Christmas lights)

£33.18 to Npower – (running costs – electricity)

£8.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£300.00 to Sports Club – (S137 (LGA 1972) Village benefit – sports club equipment)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoice listed on the agenda was presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for January to be paid by s/o) 
Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

Backpay for SC (incorporated into the wage slip) - £225 – to be paid with salary

HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – account charges) – to be paid under regular schedule

Npower - £54.96 (Running costs – electricity) – to be queried before payment due to increase

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices except for Npower, which needs to be queried.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.50)
There had been no requests and no urgent business. 

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.52)

The site was discussed.  There has again been some slight odour in recent weeks.  The EA legal action against the owners has been postponed.  The owner of the site has been injured in a fall.      
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  MKB is to organise a quarry liaison meeting for Feb 18th if possible.

9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.00)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.          
Resolved (i) SC is to write again to the owner of the land beside the field concerning the broken glass present.  
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.05)
There are no new residents this month, though some are expected soon after house sales.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.     
11.  STABLE CLOSE OPEN SPACE (21.09)
The work needed was discussed.      
Resolved (i) to have a working party on Saturday March 16th at 10am.  
12.  COUNTY, DISTRICT, TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL CHARTER CONSULTATION (21.12)

The PC discussed the issue, and it was confirmed that SC had responded on behalf of the PC. 
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  
13. DEFIBRILLATOR PADS (21.15)

The current set of pads expires in March.  The spare set will then be fitted, and a new spare set must be bought.      
Resolved (i) SC is to order a new set of pads at the price of £71.94 inc VAT.  Proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  
14.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY  (21.20)

The PC considered the hours worked by the Clerk in the last quarter.

Resolved  (i) the PC made a vote of thanks to SC for all her hard work, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  

15.  ROAD REPAIRS (21.22)

All roads are felt to be in a bad condition.  

Resolved  (i) SC is to report the following on fix-my-street:  Water Stratford Rd, Valley Rd (spring), Valley Rd, Mere Rd (bend in vicinity of White Houses), Valley Rd/Fulwell Rd junction.

16.  PARISH PRECEPT REVIEW (21.32)

There was a detailed discussion of the budget estimates that had been circulated previously.

Resolved (i) To raise an unchanged precept of £14,600 for the year 2024/25, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously. (ii)  SC is to submit the return accordingly.
17.  POLICY REVIEWS  (21.52)

The Privacy and SARS policies were given their biannual review.  A Capability Policy was also discussed as this issue had been raised.

Resolved  (i)  SC to post the reviewed policies on the web.  (ii)  SC to work on the capability policy she had obtained from the web and place this issue on the March agenda.

18.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.15) (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting to allow KG to leave)
23/03305/F – Finmere Grounds Farm, Water Stratford Rd – extension onto rear of grain barn – JB left the meeting for this discussion.

23/03409/F – Cnc Asset, Valley Rd – retrospective change of use – office to dwelling – KG left the meeting completely at this point.

Resolved  (i)  the PC wishes to make no objections to either application.  (ii)  SC to send in a no objections return on both applications. 
19.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.57)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

MW.0001/24 – Finmere Landfill – retrospective on formation of an access road 

MW.0003/24 – Finmere Landfill – non-material amendment to existing permission – restoration altered due to access road

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Nature recovery networks survey addition

OALC December update

Community and Council Climate Networking event invite

Victoria Prentis MP December Newsletter

Various weather warnings

Charter survey info

Usual reports

Resolved (i) the two planning applications will be on the February agenda.  (ii)  JB is taking a look at the nature recovery network survey.  (iii) Noone can attend the Climate Networking event.  (iv)  all are to check the Charter now that it has been posted.  (v)  to note the position.  

20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.07)
Wreath Making Workshop  A councillor was the only attendee from the village at this recent workshop and the resident who organised it felt a lack of local support.
Car Park Usage  A councillor pointed out that access to the bottle bank can be impaired by parked cars during busy events on the field, notably football matches.
80th Anniversary of D-Day Landings  Information has been received about this event.
Tuesday Teas  These are now going well and regularly attended by up to 30 people.
Light Lunches  The next one is on January 23rd and there will be soup, bread and cheese available at 12.30pm.

Resolved  (i)  The resident is to be advised to print some leaflets and perhaps circulate them at the Tuesday Teas.  (ii)  the PC will try to promote these workshops in a newsletter.  (iii) the issue of careful parking could be addressed in a future newsletter.  (iv)  D-Day celebrations are to be on the February agenda.  (v) to note the position.
(Items 18 and 5.06 were now discussed)

21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.43)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday February 6th 2024.   MK apologises.                
Meeting closed at 22.45. 
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