
ANNUAL MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 6th May 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and one member of the public were in attendance.

As MKB was only able to arrive later KG assumed the Chair.

1.  APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS (19.30)

MKB, having indicated his willingness to continue, was proposed as Chair by KG, seconded by MC and carried unanimously.  KG, having indicated her willingness to continue, was proposed as Vice Chair by MK, seconded by MC and carried unanimously.   Acceptance of Office forms were signed by both (by MKB when he arrived) and witnessed by SC.   

2.  APOLOGIES (19.35)

Apologies were received from District Councillors Nigel Simpson (NS) and Cllr Richard Billingham (RB).

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.36)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters, VE Day 80 matters and his planning application 25/00763/LB.  JB declared an interest in VE Day 80 matters and the works associated with the flood relief activity.  KG declared an interest in flooding matters.
4.  MINUTES (19.37)

The minutes of the meeting of 1st of April 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

5.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.38)

GCM confirmed that she would be meeting with the new County Councillor in the next week and would be liaising with him on parish issues.  The matter of the VAS sign placement was discussed.      
Resolved  (i) The PC will pursue with GCM the placement of a VAS sign beside the current 30mph sign.    

6.  OPEN FORUM (19.45)

The issue of a caravan, which has appeared parked on the public space opposite the Red Lion pub was raised.
Resolved  (i) SC is to notify Tingewick PC as this is in their parish.
7.  MATTERS ARISING (19.50)
7.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to continue liaising with solicitor.  (iii)  to ask the Sports Club to provide a fixture list to the VHMC. 
7.02
Spinney Developments  The actions of the last month were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to forward photos of Mere Rd flooding to GCM. 

7.04
Speeding from the roundabout  This was covered in Section 5 above. 

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
7.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing to report.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  HS2 have confirmed that they cannot fund the full cost of fencing the play area.            

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB to ask HS2 if they could pay an amount toward the total; or pay for the repair of the carpark fence.  (iii)  MC is to circulate all quotes, once the latest has arrived, and a decision is to be made under urgent business if possible.          
7.07
Review of Assets  Sheets are still awaited.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.08
Speeding  It is possible our new County Councillor may have a different view on traffic controls.  GCM explains that chicanes have been successful in other parishes.    


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  GCM to raise this matter with the new County Councillor at their meeting next week.
At this point MKB arrived and took the Chair.
7.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  No response to the most recent letter from the Clerk.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and MC to visit.  
7.10
VE Day Celebrations  The tickets have sold out.  VE Day 80 Teas raised £238.00 for Help for Heroes and Finmere PCC.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  the PC to pay the remaining £500 agreed last financial year, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  
7.11 
VAS Sign  This was addressed in Section 5 above.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

7.12
Light pollution  The matter was discussed again.

 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.   (ii)  GCM is to chase this matter up. 
7.13
Dogbin  These have now arrived.     

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.   (ii) To set a date for the working party under urgent business.  (iii)  MKB to supply the concrete.
7.14
Road Repairs  Nothing to report on progress.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  GCM is to pursue the matter of the coned area at the junction of Fulwell and Valley Rds.  
7.15
Newsletter  The newsletter was printed and delivered.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
8.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.20)

The monthly financial report was presented.  Internal controls for March and April were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented.  The previous financial year’s statements and bank reconciliations were presented for checking and were taken by MC.       
It was reported that there was £24,792.47 in the Treasurer Account and £5,340.97 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during April:

£190.00 from Sports Club – grass cutting contribution

£7,650.00 from CDC – first tranche of precept

The following had been paid out during April:

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£69.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£1,800.00 to Absolute Tree Care – (Running Costs – tree felling in spinney)

£4.71 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for April) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically (this was less than the invoice expected, the charge for the cheque issued is now expected to appear next month)
CDC - £267.70 (Running Costs – dog bin emptying)
CJM Fencing - £720.00 (Running costs – relaying of slabs in Chinalls Close)

Easy PC Accounts - £84.00 (General Admin – accounts package costs)

Two other invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.  

SW Services - £560.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

Clear Councils Insurance - £1,124.49 (General Admin – insurance)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
9. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.28)
There had been no requests for S137.  No urgent business had been carried out.  
Resolved (i) To note the position.  

10.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.30)

Borers are present on the top of the mound, fitting further pipes for the removal of gas. 

 Resolved (i) To note the position.  

11.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.40)
MC and KG have walked the playing field this month and report that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i) SC to raise the matter of the condition of the sight screen with the Sports Club.             
12.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.50)
There are no new residents this month.                 

Resolved (i) To note the position.
13.  REVIEW OF POLICIES (20.54)

All policies listed on the agenda had been circulated for approval.  Most were unchanged.

Resolved (i) To approve all revisions, reviews and adopt the new Financial Regulations, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to update all these policies and post on the website.  
14.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (21.04)

The new asset register had been circulated.  The asset risk assessment review sheets were issued and a master list kept. 

Resolved (i) To note the position. (ii)  All asset risk assessment sheets to be completed and returned after the summer break.  (iii)  Any urgent issues to be reported to the Clerk.

15.  REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIPS (21.14)

The current membership list had been circulated.

Resolved  (i)  To keep the membership list unchanged for the coming year, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.

16.  INSURANCE RENEWAL (21.18)

The PC is currently in a three year agreement.  

Resolved  (i)  To accept the renewal offer, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to query the amount quoted for the pavilion insurance, which is to be covered by the Sports Club.

17.  MEETING DATES FOR 2025/6 (21.25)
The circulated list was discussed.

Resolved  (i) To set the meeting dates as June 3rd, July 8th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, December 2nd, January 6th 2026, February 3rd, March 3rd, April 7th, May 5th (Annual Meeting of PC) and May 12th (Annual Parish Meeting).

18.  RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR 2024/25 (21.30)
This had been circulated for consideration.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To accept and sign the account, proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  

19.  TREE CHECKS  (21.40)

The tree list is still in the process of being finalised – to include all the trees planted under the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme and give each tree a unique number.  A tree cutting permission has been requested by Scottish and Southern Electricity, to keep free space around overhead cables.

Resolved  (i) To carry this forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  To agree the permission to cut trees around cables, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.
20.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.50)

MW.0001/24 – Finmere Quarry – retrospective on formation of access road – more information supplied

25/00273/LB – Mere House, Mere Road – install wood burner/chimney liner, replace open fire – permitted

25/00763/LB – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – add first floor bathroom/convert current bathroom to ensuite – MK is to deal with this application
25/00824/F – Fulwell Rd – creation of vehicular access to field via 4m galvanised gate and posts 
Resolved (i) MK to deal with Glebe House.  (ii)  Fulwell Rd – the PC has no objection.    
21.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.48)
Correspondence for meeting 

None

Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Request from Jo to use £100 of Tuesday Tea reserves

Reply to resident concerning problem callers

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

Community Transport – available funding update

PCC update

Road closure notices

Smoke Free Oxon Tobacco Control Strategy

OALC April Update

Emergency Planning funding notification

25/01001/LB – Mere House, Mere Rd – replace existing modern kitchen door with stable door design using sapele wood, with glazing design, specification and colour to match replacement windows installed last year under building consent reference 24/00548/LB

Usual reports

Resolved (i) The PC agrees that JB can present invoices for Tuesday Teas up to the value of £100 to be taken from the reserve.  (ii)  The PC agrees that political and religious callers are not covered by the cold calling scheme.  (iii)  Relevant road closure notices are to be placed on the web.  (iv)  Mere House application is to be dealt with by KG.
22.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.05)
Community First – it was suggested that the PC should look into the funding offers available in the Community First updates.
Fulwell Rd – it was suggested that the PC might like to apply for the Fulwell Rd to be temporarily made a single-track road due to its current condition.  
Resolved  (i) To consider these offers with relation to the fencing of the play area and the purchase of a VAS sign.  (ii)  To address this issue in the road repairs section of the June meeting.  
23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.29)
The dates of the next meetings are Tuesday May 13th 2025, for the APM, and June 3rd 2025.  The member of the public present apologised for the APM and MK apologised for June 3rd.        
Meeting closed at 22.30.
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