
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd June 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM).
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS), Cllr Mike Kirby (MK) and Cllr Joanne Brooks (JB).

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters and VE Day 80 matters.  KG declared an interest in flooding matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meetings of 6th May 2025 and 13th May 2025 (APM) were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the May 6th minutes on the web.   (ii)  SC to place the still draft copy of the May 13th APM minutes on the web (these remain draft until approved by the attendees at the 2026 APM). 

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

GCM has continued to liaise with OCC regarding the installation of a VAS sign on the approach from the roundabout.  OCC have confirmed that they will fit the VAS in concrete, hopefully beside the 30mph sign, if the PC purchases one.  They have advised that any solar panels are well secured as others have been subject to theft.  Continuing concerns over flooding and a lack of communication with OCC were also discussed.

Resolved  (i) The PC will decide on a sign to purchase once quotes have been obtained.  (ii)  SC is again to report the Mere Rd flooding on fix-my-street.  (iii)  SC is to provide MKB with all the email conversations (or lack of replies) with OCC.  (iv)  MKB is to raise this issue forcefully at the Parish Liaison meeting.    

5.  OPEN FORUM (20.14)

There were no members of the public present.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
6.  MATTERS ARISING (20.15)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to continue liaising with solicitor to finalise the agreed lease.  (iii)  SC is to invoice the Sports Club according to the figure provided by the insurance company.   
6.02
Spinney Developments  No discussion as JB is not present.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to contact Tony Brummell (CDC) and ask for an update on all flooding issues.  (iii)  RB and ST are to check on the gullies and see if any require attention.  (iv)  SC is to send details of unanswered emails to MKB in time for the parish liaison meeting.
6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  This was covered in Section 4 above. 

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing to report.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  There could be no discussion as JB was not present although quote information was shared by MC.              

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.            
6.07
Review of Assets  Sheets are still awaited.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  To put the review of this year’s sheets as an item on the September agenda.  (iii)  Cllrs requiring a reminder can request last year’s sheets as an aide memoire.
6.08
Speeding  There is no definite news of the new County Cllrs approach.      


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  The resident has offered to padlock the gate and give the key to the PC.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC will look at the possibility of boarding up the gate from the PC side.  
6.10
VE Day Celebrations  The event was a great success and has so far raised £4.5 - £5k for Help for Heroes and Finmere PCC, with donations still coming in.      

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  the PC acknowledges the hard work of the organisers and thanks them for their efforts.    
6.11 
VAS Sign  This was addressed in Section 4 above.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.12
Light pollution  There has been no news on this matter.
 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.   (ii)  GCM is chasing this matter up and the PC will await any update. 
6.13
Dogbin  There needs to be a working party to fit these.       

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.   (ii) ST and RB are to liaise on setting a date and then circulate to the PC.  
6.14
Road Repairs  The two sites have been reported to fix-my-street.  The coned area at the corner of Valley Rd and Fulwell Rd has been raised with OCC by GCM.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    
6.15
Tree Checks  There was no discussion as JB was not present.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.42)

The monthly financial report was presented.  Internal controls for May could not be completed as JB was absent.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented.  The list of Scheduled Regular Payments was presented.       
It was reported that there was £21,079.52 in the Treasurer Account and £5,340.97 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during May:

£500.00 to VE 80 (S137 – village benefit)

£84.00 to MiJan Ltd (Gen Admin – accounts subscription)

£267.70 to CDC (running costs – dog bin emptying)

£560.00 to SW Services (running costs – grass cutting)

£720.00 to CJM Fencing (running costs – relaying of slabs in Chinalls Close open space)

£1,124.49 to Clear Councils (Gen Admin – insurance)
£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£70.00 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£4.51 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for June) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £12.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically (this included the charge for the cheque which was expected last month and the cost of 3 more cheques issued at the last meeting)
One other invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.  

SW Services - £560.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve and sign the schedule of regular payments.  (iii)  to approve payment of invoices.     
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.49)
There had been no requests for S137.  A planning application comment had been decided under urgent business.   
Resolved (i) To note the position.  

9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.50)

An application concerning adjustment to the mound height has been submitted, see Section 13 below.  The EA are to visit the site tomorrow.   

 Resolved (i) To note the position.  

10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.52)
KG has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i) The hedge beside the play area is to be cut back in September.  (ii)  ST is to circulate details of proposed replacement sight screens provided by the Cricket Club.  (iii) The PC is to consider donating toward these screens.               
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.54)
There are no new residents this month.                 

Resolved (i) To note the position.
12.  IT POLICY (20.55)

A copy of the new IT policy had been circulated to all Cllrs and was discussed.  

Resolved (i) To adopt this policy, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to place the policy on the website.  
13.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (20.58)

25/01001/LB – Mere House, Mere Rd – replace modern kitchen door with stable door design,using sapele wood, with glazing design to match replacement windows 
25/00560/F – 20 Town Close – dropped kerb for vehicular access – application permitted

Section 73 - Finmere Quarry - to continue the development permitted by planning permission no. MW.0148/23 (Section 73 application to vary the pre and post settlement contours for cells 1, 3, 6, 7A, 7B and 9; to amend the deadlines for the completion of landfilling, capping and restoration of cells 1, 3, 6, 7A, 7B and 9; and to make minor revisions to the position of the internal boundaries between cells 10, 11 and 11A and to the landfill sequence) without complying with condition 3 (pre-settlement contours) and condition 19 (restoration) in order to revise the pre-settlement contour plan 
25/00129/F – Belmont, Mere Rd – single storey garden room/store outbuilding – application permitted

Resolved (i) Mere House - the PC returned a ‘no objection’ response, agreed under urgent business  (ii)  Finmere Quarry - MKB is to work on a response to this complicated application
14.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.01)
Correspondence for meeting 

None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
National Planning Policy update info – for information

OALC Training Update – including Talking Tables – July 18th – see below

Coalition of parishes – request for support in opposing theme park development near Bicester – see below

Health Research Oxford open day invite – see below

S106 monies initiative news – for information

Talking Tables event news – for information

Tree works in Finmere info from OCC – see below

Funding request for parent/infant project – see below

Rapid Relief Team organising offer – see below

Parish Liaison meeting invite – see below

Community Led Housing event invite – see below

Paralympic Newsletter – for information

24/01078/OUT – Land west of Chinalls Close – erection of up to 10 dwellings – see below

Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) Any councillor wishing to attend the Talking Tables event should contact SC.  (ii)  The PC will support the coalition of parishes in their opposition to the development.  (iii) Any councillor wishing to attend can do so.  (iv)  The PC will liaise with OCC in removing the Christmas lights from the Cross Tree if necessary.  (v)  The PC feels it cannot donate to all causes that are in contact.  (vi)  The PC does not see the need to avail themselves of this service.  (vii)  MKB will attend the parish liaison meeting.  (viii)  Cllrs who wish to attend this event are welcome to do so.  (ix)  This application is before the Planning Committee shortly, MKB has booked a slot to speak.  GCM cannot attend due to a prior engagement but will provide MKB with any information she can to help with his presentation.
15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.25)
Super Users – MC asks for information on being a super user of fix-my-street, a matter that was raised by OCC and covered in a newsletter some months ago.
Resolved  (i) SC is to resend the super user emails to MC.  
16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.47)
The dates of the next meetings are Tuesday June 17th (Extraordinary meeting to finalise AGAR for the audit) and July 8th 2025.          
Meeting closed at 21.48.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
Glasdon leaflet 
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