MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 12th November 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
Three members of the public were in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the main flooding item.  ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 1st of October 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

An update on CDC matters had been circulated in an email by Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM).  There were no issues raised from this update.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak during the open forum.   
Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  SAVING THE RED LION (19.36)

Two members of the committee attempting to save the village pub explained the current situation.  Their bid for the pub, which had been accepted by Fullers, was unable to provide proof of funds quickly enough (due to the nature of the funding which had been raised) and another offer has now been accepted.  This new purchaser has said that they will continue to trade as a pub.  The committee will continue to prepare proof of funding, have established themselves as a Community Business Society and have produced a business plan in case there is another chance to purchase.  They have set about registering the pub as an asset of community value.  Fullers have said they will come back to the committee if the other offer has not been completed in three months.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

7.  MATTERS ARISING (19.45)
7.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  SC to place the lease on the December agenda as a separate item.  (iii)  All councillors are to read through the lease before the meeting.  (iv)  MK and RB are to install the defibrillator in the cabinet, which is now in place on the wall of the village hall, near the play area gate.    (v)  SC is to register the defibrillator with The Circuit.  (vi)  MK is to photograph the defibrillator and cabinet as evidence for the funding providers.                   
7.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB is to let the PC know when the felling licence is approved.  (iii)  The PC will pursue HS2 funding to help pay for the felling based on their management plan.  (iv)  The rear section of the spinney is to have 90% of diseased trees removed in year 1 while the front section has approx. 10% felled.  In year 6 the reverse felling plan is to be carried out.  (v)  There will need to be liaison with CDC on TPO’s.  (vi)  There may be HS2 funding for trees to carry out replacement planting or trees may be offered, MKB has some that could be suitable.  (vii)  A quote for a design for the old play area has been received, JB is to share the details.  (viii)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
7.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to meet with Andrew Morsley (AM) and discuss plans for mitigation on his land.  (iii)  the PC welcomes funding for works on under road piping and storage tanks from AM for other landowners.  (iv)  the gullies will be checked again before winter.  (v)  It is possible that Weldmesh could be used to prevent blockage of the culverts.  (vi)  ST and JB are to meet with Tony Brummell, CDC, and a representative from OCC at 8am on Friday to look at the Water Stratford Rd situation.  (vii)  SC is to contact Tony Brummell after this date to emphasise that the situation regarding the works needed by riparian landowners and the failure of CDC/OCC to liaise with them is creating an intolerable situation.  There must be at least some written communication on the facts revealed by the survey work carried out at the PC’s expense.    
7.04
Speeding from the roundabout  GCM has been trying to get a response from Bucks CC on this.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to liaise with GCM.  
7.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to ask HS2 the timescale they envisage for the return of the milestone to its place.
7.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has received one quote for the work.        

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC is to obtain a list of requirements for play area fencing from the Play Inspection Co.  (iii)  SC is to circulate this list so that a design can be decided on before MC obtains more quotes.      
7.07
Review of Assets  No further sheets were returned.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.08
Speeding  MKB has still not heard from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  The matter of access to PC land was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write once more and request a response from the resident before the next meeting.  
7.10
Bund Inspection  This item was discussed.  The ivy was cleared and there are no issues going forward.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC needs to ask for volunteers for this type of activity, or fund professional services through a raising of the precept.   
7.11
Damaged Trees and Lifted Slabs  A quote has been obtained for work on the slabs in Chinalls Close.   


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  This item will be known as Lifted Slabs from now on.  (iii)  ST to obtain further quotes for the lifting of the 20 worst slabs.  (iv)  SC is to contact one supplier again as they have not been in touch with ST.
7.12
Bank Mandate  The issue of the mandate was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to carry this out online using the new procedure.  (iii)  SC is to keep the internal auditor informed on events.
7.13
Service Station Access  SC has told Tingewick PC who owns the field with the high stile.  Tingewick PC are pursuing the matter of a shorter access.

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  

7.14
Parking on the Footway  A letter was written and circulated and a resident confirms that the situation has improved.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
7.15
Dogbins  The matters of dogbin emptying and location were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC is to contact Tingewick PC and request the installation of a dogbin in the area of the Red Lion, as there is so much extra pedestrian traffic in this area with the opening of the service station.

7.16
Blocked drain  This has been scheduled for a reactive gully cleaning initiative.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
7.17
Overgrowing hedge  SC has only just written on this issue.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
8.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.45)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  Internal controls for October were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and arriving since, was presented and signed by MKB.          
It was reported that there was £23,580.71 in the Treasurer Account and £5,291.51 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during October:

£184.34 from the Sports Association – grass cutting contribution

The following had been paid out during October:

£5.06 to Npower (Running costs – electricity)

£267.70 to CDC (Running costs – dogbins)

£143.86 to Hugo Fox (General admin – internet charges)

£9.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£28.60 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax – September)

£193.98 to Robyn Perris (Capital Expenditure – purchase of sandbags)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for November) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £9.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges for September) – paid automatically
Npower - £5.06 (Running Costs – electricity) – paid under regular payment schedule

London Hearts - £750 (S137 – defibrillator match funding) – paid under urgent business

Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman. 
Hugo Fox - £143.86 (Gen Admin - Annual Internet charge) – paid under urgent business

HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges for October) – to be paid automatically

John, Welch & Stammers - £81.00 (Gen Admin – legal fees) 

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.        
9. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.00)
There had been no requests for S137.  The defibrillator match funding was provided by S137.  Two invoices were paid under urgent business.
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
10.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.02)

The current situation on the site was discussed.  The odour has again been detected in certain parts of the village.  Work was observed going on at the top of the mound at 8am on Sunday morning.
Resolved (i) To keep an eye on the situation.  
11.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.05)
KG has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  A volunteer has come forward to inspect the play area and walk the field every two days in future.  ST has cut back the hedge encroaching on the zip wire.             
Resolved (i) SC to forward volunteer paperwork to MC for this volunteer.  (ii)  The PC is to get the hedge at the back of the play area cutback (on a weekday if possible, to avoid clashing with football).  (iii)  MKB and JB are to ask possible contractors for a quote.  (iv)  ST and Phillip Rushforth, VHMC, are to reglue the felt on top of the mound.         
12.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.07)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
13.  VE DAY CELEBRATIONS (21.10)

The PC event is now registered.  It is hoped to hold a party for the event.
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward in Matters Arising from now on.  (ii)  The PC will provide seed funding for the event, the amount to be decided and voted on nearer the day.  (iii)  The event will be publicised in a newsletter.

14.  VAS SIGN (21.12)

The matter of the broken sign and the possible need for a second sign for the approach from the roundabout were discussed.    

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to ask David Butcher, HS2, if any funding is available.  (ii)  MKB will continue to pursue the matter of the installation of ‘sleeping policemen’ in the meantime to deter speeding.

15.  CLERK’S HOURS (21.15)
The matter of increasing the Clerk’s hours to 27pcm was again discussed.        

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC will pay the Clerk for 27 hours pcm from December 1st 2024, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.      
16.  CAROL SERVICE AND TREE LIGHTING (21.17)

The PC discussed plans for the tree lighting and Carol Service on Friday Dec 6th.  
Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB is to check that the lights are functioning.  (iii)  KG is to invite the proposed invitee for turning on the lights.  
17.  TREES BESIDE VILLAGE HALL (21.20)

There was a discussion of the situation regarding trees near the hall and their possible interference with the new solar panel installation.    

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  VHMC to remove all the current trees and replace with a planting of smaller trees.   
18.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.30) 
MW.0001/24 – AT Contracting – retrospective relating to formation of access road

24/02660/F – Land adjoining Kings Head – four new dwellings 
24/02726/SCH17 – HS2 – Featherbed Lane parapets – notification

24/02713/SCH17- HS2 – London Rd parapets – notification

24/02498/SCH16 – HS2 – approval of scheme in Warren Fm, Finmere - permitted

Resolved (i) The PC has no objections.  (ii)  The PC has no objections.  (iii)  To note the position.  (iv)  To note the position.  (v)  To note the position.  

19.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.32)
Correspondence for meeting - None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Email from landowner about ragwort
Email from OCC about update to the Local List of Information Requirements (planning)
Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Chairman’s Charity Dinner info

Free play park equipment offer – for information only
Community First AGM invite

Cherwell online liaison meeting invite

CDC election polling review – no change for Finmere – for info only
Paralympian online event invite for Dec 6th
Confirmation of new pay scales 

OALC October update 

District Councillor update – for information only
HS2 works schedule info – for information only
Usual reports

Resolved (i) SC is to contact OCC Highways and ask them to deal with the verges in the vicinity.  (ii)  To note the position.  (iii)  MKB will not be attending the dinner.  (iv)  Noone will attend the AGM.  (v)  Noone will attend the online liaison meeting.  (vi)  Some may attend the Paralympian online event.  (vii)  The new pay scales are to be on the December agenda.  (viii)  To note the position. 

20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.36)
Roundabout – The flags around the roundabout are becoming very tatty, there is also a sign nailed to a post by a local business.
Northern Lights – The lights at the new service station are extremely bright and permeating the sky with a green glow visible across the whole village.

Posts on Fulwell Rd verge – A resident has raised the issue of damage to the verge on Fulwell Rd.

Silent Soldier – The soldier has been further damaged this year.  

Newsletter – This will need to be produced this month.

Resolved (i) SC is to speak to Bucks CC about these issues.  (ii)  SC is to raise the light pollution issue with Aylesbury Vale.  (iii)  These posts will be difficult to fit and would need to be permitted by OCC Highways.  The PC will keep observations on the situation.  (iv)  SC is to check the RBL website to see if a replacement can be obtained.  (v)  MKB will produce a newsletter for the last week of November which will cover the Carol Service, plans for VE Day, an update on the Red Lion rescue and any other pressing issues.

(Item 5.05 was now discussed)

20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.34)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday December 3rd.     Meeting closed at 22.35. 
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