
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 11th July 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Katherine Grimston (KG) (Acting Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Patrick Clarke (PC) and one member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman) and Jo Brooks (JB).

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  

3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 6th June 2023 were approved with corrections.
4.  OPEN FORUM (19.34)

No members of the public wished to speak.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.35)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  No news on progress with the lease.  No payment of insurance from Sports Club yet or acceptance of grass cutting costs.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) MKB is to continue liaising with the Club Chairman.  (iii)  SC to pursue grass cutting cost acceptance.          
5.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  Further developments on this matter were discussed.  ST and RB inspected a few days ago and found the amount of machinery present to be unchanged.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting but title it as Spinney Developments.  (ii) Cllrs are still to ask resident about the provision of fencing on part of the boundary.  (iii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site and KG is to speak to the resident.  (iv)  JB is still pursuing the matter of obtaining a conveyancer’s certificate from solicitors for CDC, regarding the sale of an asset of community value.    
5.03
Milestone  There has been no news on this matter.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
VAS Sign  There is no more news.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.05
Leisure Equipment  This has not been included in a newsletter yet.         


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
5.06    Newsletter  No newsletter was produced.    
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter in the near future. 

5.07
Stones on Verge  The situation was discussed.        


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC is to ask OCC to write to the households involved concerning the hazards regarding the stones and the flood risks created by loose gravel placed on the verge against Local Authority statutory requirements on the roadside verge.    

5.08
Flooding  (This item was dealt with after Correspondence at 20.53, due to KG having an involvement – it was agreed at the start of the meeting that MK would chair the item)  There was a considerable discussion, especially as there had been many recent incidents of flooding following heavy rain.  The work on the brook due to be carried out by OCC will not now take place, due to a failure to agree access terms to carry out the work with the riparian landowner.  The landowner disputes the responsibility for some of the pipes crossing the field to the brook and OCC are unwilling to waive the landowner’s riparian responsibility. The PC was very disappointed in this outcome, which comes despite their efforts to urge an agreement in the interests of the good of the village, with a considerable email conversation having taken place, and is very concerned for those residents who have suffered from flooding.
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write to the riparian landowner concerning the pump in Valley Rd and the pipe from it to the brook – confirming that these are not, and never have been, the property of the PC.  (iii) SC is to ask a resident who helped run the history society whether they have any information about the installation of the pump and pipe.  (iv)  RB is to sweep up the excess gravel swept down Valley Rd, before it can block gullies.  (v)  SC is to contact OCC regarding gully cleaning and repair in Mere Rd, particularly the East and West ends, sandbag provision, cutting back of expanding banks in parts of Mere Rd and lowering gully profiles in parts of Mere Rd.  (vi)  SC is to write to certain residents regarding spoil heaps and overgrown hedges.
5.09
Speeding from the roundabout  No news so far.  Cllr Clarke confirms that Newton Purcell have recently had changes made, with HS2 contributing the funds.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to chase this matter up as HS2 funding may make all the difference.  (iii)  SC to report that the white lines need repainting and ask if the speed limit could be painted on the road when this is done.
5.10
Insurance renewal  There are still issues over the Sports Club payment.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to continue to liaise with the sports club.  

5.11
Broken stile    This has now been repaired.

Resolved (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    

5.12
HS2 Timber    Nothing heard on this.    


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.13
Internal Audit Report and Completion of External Audit  Following the need to fill in an extra box on one of the sheets, which was agreed under urgent business, the return has been accepted by Moore.  SC responded to all internal audit points.  

Resolved (i)  To note the position.  (ii) To remove this item from the agenda.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.05)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation was presented.  The internal controls for May and June were postponed until the next meeting as JB was absent.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.  A corrected version of the January wage slip was presented, as requested by the internal auditor.   
It was reported that there was £18, 574.69 in the Treasurer Account and £4,674.57 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during June:

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting)

£10.00 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Back pay)

£261.15 to Elizabeth Cooper (Gen Admin – Internal audit)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – account charges)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoice listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £373.25 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for July to be paid by s/o) 
Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

SW Services - £480.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) paid under schedule of reg payments
HSBC - £8.00 (general admin – account charges)

Npower - £31.27 (running costs – electricity) paid under schedule of reg payments
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to accept and sign the bank reconciliation.  (iii)  SC to try and get the internal controls carried out by JB over the summer break.  (iv)  to accept and sign the amended January pay slip.  (v) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.15)
No S137 requests were received.  Two letters had been produced under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.16)

The site was discussed.  There have been incidences of odour.     
Resolved (i) To encourage all to report these incidences, even though residents have been warned that they might occur due to ongoing works.       
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.20)
RB and ST have walked the playing field this month and report that all is well, though rabbit holes are increasing.  The Dog Warden has promised patrols in the area to try and deal with dog mess but has asked for more information on the specifics of the problem.  There has been an incident of pruning of a TPO’d tree, for which permission should have been sought.        
Resolved (i) To put the issue of dog mess in the next newsletter.  (ii)  SC is to write to the residents whose dogs are suspected of causing the problem.  (iii)  to put the matter of the tree pruning on the September agenda.

10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.32)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
11.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (20.33)
The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.  A date needs to be set for the PC to carry out an annual appraisal of the Clerk/RFO’s work.
Resolved (i) to note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter.  (ii) to put the setting of a date for appraisal on the September agenda.    

12.  RISK ASSESSMENT FORMS (20.38)

SC reminded everyone of their outstanding risk assessment form for assets completions.  
Resolved (i) all remaining sheets are to be completed and brought to the September meeting or emailed beforehand.  (ii)  SC is to resend the email to all councillors regarding their forms.     
13.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (20.42)

21/03066/OUT – land west of Chinalls – outline for 30 dwellings – appeal to be completed - date TBC  

23/01203/F – 10 Town Close – single storey rear extension – permission subject to conditions 
Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii) SC to inform all councillors of the appeal date once it is received.  
14.  CORRESPONDENCE (20.43)
Correspondence for meeting
None.

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Parish Liaison Meeting invite – MKB attended – see below
Meet the Paralympian invite – see below 
Oxfordshire County Council Day invite – see below
Community Tree Care volunteers request – see below
Deddington Neighbourhood plan – for information
Oxford Utd plans for Triangle consultation – for information
Oxfordshire Treescape training offer – for information
Community First conference invite – for information
CDC Rural England Prosperity Fund news – for information
Community Resilience funding news – for information
Highway Maintenance open day invite – 15th July – see below
BUPA Green Community grant news – for information
OALC June update – for information
Victoria Prentis MP Newsletter – for information
CDC Forward Plan – for information
OCC Councillor Priority Funding news – for information
Email from ST regarding a volunteer to refurbish Stable Close bench – see below
Cllr Nigel Simpson report – for information
Usual reports

Resolved (i) to hear from MKB regarding the parish liaison meeting in September.  (ii)  no one is able to attend the Paralympian event or the OCC open day.  (iii) there are no volunteers for the tree caring project.  (iv)  to note the date of the Highway Maintenance open day.  (v) to note with thanks that a resident has offered to refurbish the Stable Close bench over the summer.  (vi)  to take careful note of all available funding information received.
15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.18)
No items of interest were raised.

Resolved  (i) to note the position.    
16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.19)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday September 5th.            
Meeting closed at 21.20. 
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