
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd December 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Barry Wood (BW) and three members of the public were in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS), Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG), (Vice Chair), and Cllr Richard Billingham (RB)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 12th of November 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

BW gave an update on CDC matters.  These included the progress of the Local Plan, the production of a White Paper on devolution, the local government funding settlement and the new National Planning Framework.  These last three to be available by the end of December.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.39)

A member of the public present gave an update on progress with the planning of VE Day 80.  The idea is to have a celebration similar to that on the day 80 years ago.  Various options are being considered.  The currently favoured option is to use the village hall for a repeat of the memorabilia exhibition from D Day 80, which was very popular and which many people did not have time to see properly.  In addition, there will be a marquee on the field with tables and chairs and everyone can bring their own food and have dinner, followed by dancing.  The representatives of the USAF who attended D Day 80 would very much like to be involved.  Sponsorship will be sought in the coming months and a final decision on the marquee will be made when any deposit is due.   
Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.48)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  To publicise the training event for the defibrillator (Jan 4th, 10.30am at the Village Hall) on social media and by word of mouth.                   
6.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB is to change the felling licence application following further advice on spinney management.  (iii)  The PC will pursue HS2 funding to help pay for the felling based on their management plan.  (iv)  To remove the trees which need felling by the end of March if possible.  (v)  There will need to be liaison with CDC on TPO’s.  (vi)  There will  need to be extensive replanting, possibly with some HS2 funding.  (vii)  The landscaping of the old play area is to be paid for by the VHMC.  (viii)  A newsletter will be needed to warn people of the coming work, to avoid concerns.       
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting)  There was again a detailed discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to continue working with Andrew Morsley (AM) on plans for flood mitigation, though these have been hampered by the presence of badgers on the land involved.  (iii)  The gullies will be monitored over winter by ST and RB.  (iv)  SC is to contact Tony Brummell to ask for a copy of the report he has shared with a riparian landowner.  (v)  SC is to write to the Leading Local Flood Authority concerning this report.  (vi)  SC is to check the email history regarding works on the bank in Mere Rd and communicate with OCC accordingly.

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to liaise with GCM.  
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is again to ask HS2 the timescale they envisage for the return of the milestone to its place.
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has received two quotes for metal fencing.        

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) BW is to ask Kevin Larner , CDC, if he can recommend any installers.  (iii)  The PC is to ask for images of any fencing proposed in quotes.      
6.07
Review of Assets  No further sheets were returned.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.08
Speeding  MKB has still not heard from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC), who is away at present.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  The matter of access to PC land was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and MC are to visit the resident concerned and discuss the issue.    
6.10
Lifted Slabs  Three quotes have been obtained for work on the slabs in Chinalls Close.   


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to ask CJM fencing to do the job, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (iii)  A member of the public present confirms that he will clear the slabs of any moss before the works commence.  
6.11
Bank Mandate  The issue of the mandate was discussed.
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC is to return the new mandate form to HSBC, whilst keeping a photocopy.  (iii)  SC is to keep the internal auditor informed.
6.12
Overgrowing hedge  This has now been cut back.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to check with OCC where the public verge lies in Captain’s Lane.
6.13
VE Day Celebrations  This was dealt with under Item 5 above.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.14 
VAS Sign  Nothing has been heard on this issue.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.15
Carol Service and Tree Lighting  Plans were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC would like to thank RB for his quick work in replacing the faulty electric supply box so that the ceremony could go ahead.

6.16
Appearance of roundabout  The matter was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MK to take some photographs and send them to SC to strengthen the report on fix-my-street.

6.17
Light pollution  The matter was discussed.

 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MK to take some photographs and send them to SC to strengthen the report on fix-my-street.  (iii)  SC to write to manager of the EG facility and point out the situation.

6.18
Silent Soldier  The matters of the damage and a possible replacement were discussed.


Resolved  (i)  To put this item on the September agenda.

6.19
Newsletter  This was produced and circulated.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.35)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  Internal controls for November were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and arriving since, was presented and signed by MKB.          
It was reported that there was £22,613.86 in the Treasurer Account and £5,291.51 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during November:

£375.00 from the Sports Association – half of defibrillator match funding cost
The following had been paid out during November:

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£81.00 to John, Welch & Stammers (Gen Admin – legal costs)

£100.00 to Royal British Legion (S144 – village entertainment)

£750.00 to London Hearts (S137 – match funding for defibrillator)

£28.60 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax – September)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoice listed on the agenda was presented for approval:

Clerk – £431.75 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for December) - paid s/o 
One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.
Clerk - £143.01 (LGA 1972 S112 – back pay and pay increase amounts) – paid by s/o

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.        
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.43)
There had been no requests for S137.  A planning application submission had been agreed under urgent business.
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.44)

The current situation on the site was discussed.  There has been a very slight amount of odour detected.
Resolved (i) To keep an eye on the situation.  
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.45)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  The volunteer has been inspecting the play area.  A local landowner has confirmed that he will ask his contractor to cut back the hedge at the back of the play area.             
Resolved (i) SC is to check the website and/or telephone Wicksteed and ask for advice on glue for the felt on the mound.         
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.51)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
12.  CLERK’S SALARY (20.52)

The new pay scales are now confirmed.  
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC acknowledges the new pay scale, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  
13.  PAVILION LEASE (20.55)

The new lease was discussed.

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward as a full item on the January 2025 agenda.  (ii)  All councillors to read the lease through and circulate any suggestions/queries.  
14.  NEW HR POLICY TEMPLATES (21.10)
The new templates were considered and the only one which applied to the PC was presented.        

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC adopts the Compassionate Leave policy proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC is to put this new policy on the web.

15.  SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY (21.15)

The PC discussed the new responsibilities under the law.    
Resolved (i) To have this policy as an item on the January agenda.  (ii)  The PC adopts the new Sexual and General Harassment Policy and Procedure and also adopts a zero tolerance approach to sexual harassment, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC is to source a template for the risk assessments necessary for the January meeting.

16.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.18)

24/02660/F – Land adjoining Kings Head – four new dwellings 
Finmere Bridleway No 18 Modification Order
Resolved (i) The PC has submitted objections, agreed under urgent business, on the grounds of overdevelopment, deviation from the Local Plan and loss of light for neighbouring properties.  (ii)  To note the position.

17.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.22)
Correspondence for meeting 
Fundraising letter from Volunteer Driver Service
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Sign cleaning kit return request

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Parish Liaison meeting Q&A notes – for information

OCC support for residents in winter – for information

VE Day 80 bench offer

Meet the Paralympian event invite – for information

Thames Valley Flood Scheme winter newsletter – for information

CDC Budget consultation

OALC November update

Tingewick PC dog bin request response

Usual reports

Resolved (i) SC has asked the service to provide proof of use in Finmere.  (ii)  MKB is to return the cleaning kit.  (iii)  The bench is too expensive.  (iv)  the PC has no official response to the budget consultation.  (v)  OALC update tree checks item is to be on the January agenda.  (vi)  The PC accepts the offer from Tingewick PC to fund the emptying of the dog bin and the PC is to purchase and fit a dog bin and sell it to Tingewick PC for £1, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.
18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.30)
No items of interest were raised.  
(Item 6.03 was now discussed)

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.01)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday January 7th 2025.       Meeting closed at 22.02.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED - None
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