MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 5th September 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Patrick Clarke (PC) and one member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair) and Richard Billingham (RB).  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 11th July 2023 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) From now on KG will need to leave the meeting when flooding issues are discussed.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.50)

The member of the public present raised several issues.  The regular road sweeping measures promised by the owners of the landfill have not been taking place.  The drainage gulley beside the post box in Valley Rd is completely blocked, this has not been cleared since the June floods.  The Revd Goodall has booked the village hall for a meeting to discuss the future of the village on October 31st at 7.30pm.  Would the PC support this meeting and perhaps make it a joint meeting?
District Councillor PC gave a brief report.  The local plan is to be the subject of a six-week consultation.  The plan runs to some 2,000 pages in all.  Finmere has been given a ‘small village’ classification.  There is one proposal for Finmere, 10 houses to be built on Fulwell Rd.  This will need to be addressed by the PC.

Resolved  (i) MKB to raise the matter of the road sweeping at the next liaison meeting.  (ii) SC to report the gulley to OCC.  (iii)  The PC will publicise the meeting in a newsletter.  (iv)  S137 money could be used to help with refreshments.  (v)  the decision on participation will be on the October agenda.  (vi)  The consultation (including the Finmere listing) will be on the October agenda.   
5.  MATTERS ARISING (20.20)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  Discussion of news and any ideas for progress.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) MKB is to continue liaising with the Club Chairman.  (A proposal that the PC pays for grass cutting once a week and the Sports Club pays for any further costs is to be broached).          
5.02
Spinney Developments  Further issues were discussed.  No further items have been removed.  KG has reported that there were concerns about damage to the cricket out field, so the move was delayed.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) SC is to write to a resident about the provision of fencing on part of the boundary.  (iii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site and may offer help toward the end of October (when JB is less busy with harvest).  (iv)  JB is still pursuing the matter of obtaining a conveyancer’s certificate from solicitors for CDC, regarding the sale of an asset of community value.    
5.03
VAS Sign  There is no more news.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
Leisure Equipment  This has not been included in a newsletter yet.         


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
5.05    Newsletter  No newsletter was produced.    
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter in the near future. 

5.06
Stones on Verge  The situation was discussed.        


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC is to check with OCC whether they have contacted local households.      

5.07
Flooding  There was again a considerable discussion, especially as there had been recent developments to do with remedial works by OCC. The PC was very pleased to see the planned works actually being carried out.   

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to check with CDC whether they have contacted the riparian landowner about the pipe into the pond.  (iii)  the PC is to speak to all riparian landowners concerning the obtaining of funds by Andrew Morsley for flood prevention works to be carried out on their land.  (iv)  ST is to check with Andrew Vidovic (OCC) as to whether the works on the stream are completed.  (v)  ST is to point out the trip hazard caused by the works to connect Valley Rd gullies with the new ditch.  (vi)  SC is to write to the riparian landowner concerning the pump in Valley Rd and the pipe from it to the brook – confirming that after some investigation it is not believed that these are the property of the PC.  (vii)  Sandbags are to be distributed to all those who need them.    (viii)  SC is to write again to certain residents regarding spoil heaps as these are still presenting a problem.
5.08
Speeding from the roundabout  Still no news.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.09
Insurance renewal  There are still issues over the Sports Club payment.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to continue to liaise with the sports club.  

5.10
HS2 Timber    Nothing heard on this.    


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.20)

The monthly financial reports for July and August were presented.  The internal controls for May, June, July and August were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.     
It was reported that there was £16, 752.32 in the Treasurer Account and £4,674.57 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during July:

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting)

£31.27 to Npower (running costs – electricity and consumables)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – account charges)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The following was received during August:

£63.40 capital income (sale of Coronation mugs)

The following had been paid out during August:

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – account charges)

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting)

£132.00 to Play Inspection Company (running costs – playing fields)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £373.25 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for August to be paid by s/o) – paid as a regular payment
Clerk – £373.25 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for September to be paid by s/o) 

HSBC - £8.00 (general admin – account charges) – paid as a regular payment

Play Inspection Company (annual inspection) - £132.00 – running costs – paid under u/b

SW Services – (grass cutting) - £480.00 – paid as a regular payment

RT Machinery – (mower servicing) - £5,796.28 – (a credit note had been received in the sum of £77.77 and therefore the sum of £5,718.51 was paid by cheque)

One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

SW Services - £480.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) paid under schedule of reg payments
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.30)
No S137 requests were received.  Payment of an invoice had been made under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.31)

The site was discussed.  There has not been a quarry liaison meeting.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.         
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.35)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  The Dog Warden has not been in touch.          
Resolved (i) SC to contact KG and see is she has obtained any more information for the Dog Warden, if so, SC is to pass this on to him.  (ii)  To put the issue of dog mess in the next newsletter.  (iii)  SC is to write to the residents whose dogs are suspected of fouling, if this information has been obtained.  (iv)  to keep a close eye on the pruned trees, they have become imbalanced and may need more pruning in future.  (v)  SC is to write to the Sports Club and explain that all the trees in and around the spinney are TPO’d.  (vi)  information about the TPO’s is to be put in the next newsletter.  
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.50)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
11.  PENSION COMPLIANCE (21.51)
The PC has been registered with HMRC as an employer.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to complete the pension compliance filing on September 18th, by which time the new information entered should have been registered.      

12.  MEMORIAL TO QEII AND MILESTONE (21.55)

The PC briefly discussed these items.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the October agenda.  

13.  STAFF APPRAISAL (21.56)

The PC discussed the matter of staff appraisals.

Resolved (i) Councillors are to arrive early for the October meeting so that the appraisal can be carried out before SC arrives.  (ii)  The appraisal is to be carried out annually every October from now on.  (iii) To remove this item from the agenda.     
14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.59)

APP/C3105/W/22/3311483 – land off Fulwell Rd – 5 dwellings – appeal dismissed

21/03066/OUT – land to north of Banbury Rd - outline for 30 dwellings – appeal rescheduled for Tues Oct 17 at 10am  

Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii) MKB is to book a slot to speak at the appeal.    
15.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.01)
Correspondence for meeting
Npower price increase notification – see below
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Email from resident concerning the road closure by Anglia Water – for information

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
News of funded ev points at village halls - for information

News from Hugo Fox of an upcoming charge of £9.99 plus VAT for the website – see below

News of a fundraising run for Breast cancer charity – for information

Volunteering opportunities at Katherine House Hospice – for information

OALC Training Survey – for information

OALC July and August updates – for information

Victoria Prentis MP July and August newsletters – for information

Highways satisfaction consultation – not done

Cherwell Local Plan review update – for information

News of transport funding – for information

OALC training news – for information

Probation unpaid work survey – for information
Winter preparedness update – see below

Proposals for improved public transport – see below

Thank you from resident for their Coronation mug – for information

Information on wreaths for Remembrance – see below

Usual reports – for information

Usual reports

Resolved (i) to continue with Npower and accept the increase.  Proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  to accept the introduction of a website charge and have SC set up the basic bronze package, at a cost of £9.99 + VAT.  Proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC is to ask about the possibility of an annual charge instead.  (iv)  to not order any additional salt for this winter.  (v)  Councillors to comment on the bus proposals as they see fit.  (vi)  to order a type B wreath and put this item on the October agenda so that a contribution amount can be decided.  
15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.17)
Silent Soldier  A decision needs to be made about the placement of this figure for the remembrance period.  

Resolved  (i) to place the Silent Soldier on the Oct agenda along with the wreath.   
16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.19)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday October 3rd.             
Meeting closed at 22.20. 
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