
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 1st February 2022 

Present:-
Councillors, Katherine Grimston (KG) (Acting Chairman), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public

1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB), Mike Kirby (MK) and

Peter Goss (PG) and from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).  Cllr Steve Myers (SM) retired 
from the PC on January 15th.  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall, KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.32)
The minutes of the meeting of 11th of January 2022 were approved and signed.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.38)
4.01
Flooding  - There was again a lengthy discussion, including the addressing of the previous meetings resolutions and consideration of reports and a quote.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) to ask MKB to continue his efforts to raise the matter of reinstating historic balancing pond(s) with relevant landowner.  (iii) to not proceed with the purchase of a flood barrier, proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iv) to ask MKB to continue to liaise with IC over OCC action and progress.  (v) the situation in the landfill field bordering the A421 is to be monitored and a timetable for this needs to be established (vi) not to proceed with the enlargement of the drainage pipe , proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously (vii) to ask IC to be present at the next PC meeting (viii) to ask MKB to approach HS2 as to the availability of funding for improvements (ix) to ask District Councillor Barry Wood (BW) to lobby OCC for the early timetabling of improvement works by OCC  (x) to commission an independent expert report on the drainage problems/requirements of the village, proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  SC is to obtain three quotes.
4.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  BHIB have provided a quote for coverage of the pavilion (buildings insurance only) at a cost of an extra £171.  SC has shared this information with the SA.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to share SA response so that progress can be made under urgent business.  (iii) to determine if any other issues with the lease heads of terms remain unsolved. 
4.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process of registering the spinney as an asset of community value is now complete.  The PC have received the promised donation and are obtaining quotes from solicitors for the completion of the purchase.  ST and JB have checked that the land is clearly marked.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii) SC to chase up remaining quotes from solicitors so that choice can be made under urgent business.  (iii)  to produce a newsletter explaining all that has happened once the purchase is completed.  (iv)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed.
4.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  The defibrillator has now been clearly labelled.         
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.    
4.05
Paralympic Story  The scheme representative recently held a meeting at Westbury, attended by KG.  The loss of use of the village hall means that the meeting in the village may need to be held in the Church or, in better weather, in the playing field.  

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.06
Milestone  This has now been recovered by JB.  SC reads out a letter of thanks to the PC and particularly to JB for their hard work in this regard.  JB suggests that the milestone may be better placed in public rather than remaining in storage for what could be a period of many years.           

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) to decide under urgent business on a suitable place in the playing field to place the milestone, proposed JB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  
4.07
‘No HGV’ sign placement  MKB is not present to give an update.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.08
Footpath Warden  SC has forwarded all documentation.  The volunteer has been put in touch with the Ramblers Association (RA) liaison, who has provided her with detailed maps.    The January OALC update raises the issue of path registration.  All existing rights of way have to be registered by January 31st 2026 or they will be lost.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)   SC to liaise with the volunteer and the RA to make sure that only original routes and not modern ‘alternatives and additions’ are registered.
4.09
Election cost changes  MKB is not present to report.         

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.10
Good Neighbour scheme  SC has had no reply from Revd Goodall.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii) SC to ask Revd Goodall again for her views.     

4.11
Precept request  This has been submitted and confirmation received.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda
4.12
Policy reviews  The documents were updated and placed on the web.


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda
4.13
Road repairs  The replies from fix-my-street are as follows:


Failing manhole near Camstone – not OCC, referred by them to Thames Water


Broken road sign near Glebe Farm – not OCC, referred by SC to CDC


Potholes near Finmere House – do not meet criteria for intervention

Gutter and verge failing, Valley Rd – passed to relevant team for inclusion in future works, will be monitored

Road surface degrading, Fulwell Rd – passed to relevant team for inclusion in future works, will be monitored

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) to carry the matter of the broken road sign forward to the next meeting.  
4.14
21/04046/F – 16 Town Close – no objection comment submitted under u/b, acknowledgement received.


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda
4.15
20MPH Zone  IC has given support.  SC has submitted an application.  There should be a decision in the next three weeks.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

4.16
VAS sign  MKB is not present to report on any spares found.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.17
Speeding from roundabout  IC has explained that he can ask OCC to install a VAS sign base at this point.  

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to ask IC to request the installation of a VAS sign base, proposed ST, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.20)

The monthly financial reports for January were presented. The internal controls for January were carried out. 
It was reported that there was £11,043.18 in the Treasurer Account and £33,324.75 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been received during January:

£30,000.00 from a donor – for purchase of the spinney

The following had been paid out during January:

£2,560.00 to VHMC – (return of donation)

£35.00 to ICO – (running costs – subscriptions)

£300.00 to VHMC – (running costs – grass cutting)

£90.00 to Finmere PCC – (general admin – heating costs)

£14.20 to Npower – (running costs – electricity and consumables)

£8.00 to HSBC – (general admin – account charges)

£338.20 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for Feb
   £338.20 
to be paid by standing order
Community First membership subscription        £55.00
to be paid by bacs

SC confirmed that the cheque given to the village hall in repayment of their donation had been returned by their bank.  

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices (Community First membership is to be renewed, proposed KG, seconded ST, carried unanimously).  (iii) not to proceed with fitting a meter.  (iv)  to carry forward the obtaining of a quote for a replacement box (v) MKB to provide VHMC with a replacement cheque (signed by another councillor also) and to ensure the destruction of the original cheque.
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.30)
No requests.  Response to 21/04046/F (see Section 4.14 above) decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.35)

There has not been a quarry liaison meeting.  There are still occasional odour problems.  There has been no further crossing of water over the A421.

Resolved (i) to note the position.  
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.40)
ST and JB reported that they had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.    

Resolved (i) to note the position.   
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.45)
There are no new residents in the village that need to be given a letter 

Resolved (i) to note the position.  
10.  SAFETY FOR HORSE RIDERS (20.49)
MKB is not present to report.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
11.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS/COMMEMORATIONS (20.50)

The matters of possible celebrations/commemorations were discussed.    
Resolved (i) To place this item on the March agenda.  (ii) to produce a newsletter which can ask villagers how they would like to celebrate the Jubilee weekend (this to include mention of a possible beacon).  (iii) to carry on with preparations to plant the tree pack around the field and register it as part of ‘The Queen’s Canopy’.  (iv) to continue liaising with the VHMC about the possible renaming of the village hall in honour of Her Majesty.  (v) to decide under urgent business whether to purchase a ‘Jubilee Tree’ and if so where to plant it (possibly near the site of the old play area), this planting to take place on March 11th as part of the national celebrations.     
12.  OVERGROWN PATH WORKING PARTY (21.10)
The plans for clearing the path between the gated section of the Old Banbury Rd and the main road were discussed.  
Resolved  (i) the working party is to take place on Saturday Feb 26th at 2pm.  (ii)  KG is to obtain the code/key for the gate.  (iii) JB is to bring her trailer to dispose of cut material.  (iv) the working party is to be covered in the newsletter.  (v) existing volunteers are to be contacted and invited.  (vi) any tools to be used are to be confirmed under urgent business.
13.  STABLE CLOSE OPEN SPACE (21.25)

The PC discussed the condition of the fence/ground and the work required to complete the renovation of the open space.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  ST is to improve soil levels in February.  (iii)  ST is to liaise with VHMC groundsman and see if this work, on appraisal, can be carried out without the need for a full working party.  (iv) if necessary, ST is to arrange a working party for March under urgent business.
14.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.35)
Correspondence for meeting – 

Letter of thanks about the milestone – see Section 4.06 above

Letter from Ligna Consultancy offering Tree Safety Management – taken by JB

Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda – see above
21/01723/LB – Tudor House, Mere Rd – replace 2 x rotten wooden windows in outbuilding and 1 x metal window with rotten cill in main building – taken by ST

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda – see above
Road closure notices – for information

OCC Transport Plan webinar invite – nobody was able to attend

Request for Legionella template suggestions – no action required

OALC January update – for information
Age UK Scam prevention information – placed on the web and Facebook

Usual reports – for information

Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii)  ST will circulate comments on 21/01723/LB under urgent business and then submit them.  
15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.45)
Dual bins - JB has seen some very nice dual bins in Charlbury that accept both normal and also dog waste.    

Resolved SC is to contact the Charlbury Clerk and find out where these came from and also whether they result in any saving on dog bin emptying costs.   

Street light at Cross Tree – KG points out that this is broken.    

Resolved SC to report this on fix-my-street.   

Church Payment – KG asked if the PCC had been given a donation or if an invoice had been received.  

Resolved SC confirmed that an invoice had been received.   

16.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.53)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday March 1st 2022.  Meeting closed at 21.54.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None 
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