
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th March 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllr Marcia Clydesdale (MC).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 7th of February 2023 were approved with corrections.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to provide requested information to solicitor.           
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  Further developments on this matter were discussed.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) PC will instruct their solicitor to proceed with the transaction, with a hopeful completion date of March 17th.  (iii)  The PC will decide on payment of the solicitor’s invoice in Section 5 below.  (iv)  JB to sign and return duty of care letter. (v) Cllrs to ask resident about the provision of fencing on part of the boundary.  (vi) to consider organising a Coronation Volunteer Day event to tidy up the spinney.  (vii)  JB to pursue quotes for a forestry report.   
4.03
Milestone  There has been no news on this matter.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) the milestone is to be placed at the entrance to the spinney once the purchase has completed, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.      
4.04
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard. 
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda as the new 20mph zone makes it unnecessary.  
4.05
VAS Sign  There is no more news of funding for a new sign from HS2 schemes.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB is to continue to pursue the possibility of HS2 funding.
4.06
Leisure Equipment  New information leaflets have been circulated.       


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to apply for funding from Sport England.
4.07    Newsletter  A newsletter was produced.  
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter before the next meeting. 

4.08
MW.0048/20 – HS2 – Borrow pit submissions  The public presentation was quite well attended.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  

4.09
Energy Schemes  The work on this is ongoing.

Resolved (i) to place this item on the APM agenda.  
4.10
Oxfordshire Tree Service  The location of the tree has been agreed, on the verge by the allotments.  The species will be that first proposed by OTS.  

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.11
Village Coffee Mornings  These are actually afternoon teas and the scheme name is Tuesday Teas.    


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) JB to fill in funding forms from IC in April.  (iii)  S137 money to be given to cover costs so far, see Section 5 below.    

4.12
20mph Limit Signs  The requests for changes to some of the internal sign locations have been agreed by OCC.      


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  

4.13
Emergency Planning Survey  This has been returned.     


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  

4.14
Message in a Bottle  Richard Watkins (RW) (local defibrillator liaison) has agreed to come to the APM and give a presentation on the scheme.    


Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.15
Stones on Verge  The situation, after SC had written to a householder, was discussed.      


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC to write again to the householder.  (iii) the matter of stones on the verge to be covered in the newsletter.  (iv)  SC is to check other locations in the village to make sure that the verge in those locations belongs to OCC.     

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.33)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for February were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.     
It was reported that there was £14,301.47 in the Treasurer Account and £4,649.49 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following was received in February:
£195.00 from an anonymous donation toward the pavilion valuation
The following had been paid out during February:

£390.00 to SW Services (running costs – grass cutting)

£55.00 to Community First (general admin – subscriptions)

£112.00 to SLCC (running costs – subscriptions)

£326.35 to Viking Raja (capital expenditure – filing cabinet)

£8.00 to HSBC (general admin – account charges)

£368.25 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £368.25 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Mar to be paid by s/o)
Linnells - £57.58 (running costs – posts and Postcrete)

Seven more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - £10.00 (general administration – account charges)

OALC - £156.00 (general admin – subscriptions) – prop MKB, second ST, carried unan 

OPFA - £45.00 (general admin – subscriptions) – prop MKB, second MK, carried unan 

JB - £38.70 (running costs – printing) – prop ST, second MKB, carried unanimously 

JB - £39.97 (S137 – Tuesday Teas) – prop MKB, second MK, carried unanimously 

JWS - £1275.00 (general admin – legal fees) – prop MKB, second KG, carried unanimously

JWS - £45.00 (general admin – land registry fee) – prop MKB, second ST, carried unan 
ST had obtained further quotes for work on the mower and circulated them.

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices. (iii) to confirm the decision to go with the RT Machinery quote as decided under urgent business.    
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.40)
S137 requests had been received from JB for the Tuesday Tea scheme and from the PC for the purchase of coronation mugs.  One invoice and the choice of a quote were decided under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.41)

The site was discussed.  The quarry liaison meeting is to be held later in the month.  The offer of a road sweeping service to the village by the operators had been accepted and had proved very successful.  The concrete plant is closed at the moment.   
Resolved (i) To note the position.     
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.45)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.      
Resolved (i) To note the position.                
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.47)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
10.  FLOODING (20.50)

The latest situation was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB is still to talk with riparian landowners when possible.  (iii) ST is to ask if any approach has been made to the riparian landowner concerning the pond pipe.  (iv) ST to arrange for Tony Brummell (CDC), to attend a visit by Andrew Morsley (flood control consultant).  (v) A close eye to be kept on the state of gullies.  (vi)  SC is to check the latest date proposed for the work on the headwall etc and check this with OCC.  
11.  STABLE CLOSE GREEN SPACE (20.55)

The working party was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda under Matters Arising.  (ii) the working party to take place on Saturday 11th March at 09.30am.  

12.  CORONATION PREPARATIONS (21.00)

Possible ways to commemorate the occasion were discussed.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) to hold the Tuesday Teas event earlier, on Sunday 7th, as part of the big lunch initiative or possibly to hold a larger ‘bring your own food’ initiative in the field (JB to liaise with a village volunteer on this).  (iii) mugs to be distributed to the school and all village children, the newsletter is to ask parents to contact the Clerk to request a mug. (iv) to organise a volunteer event to clear the spinney if this is owned by the PC by then. 
13.  REPLACEMENT TREE FOR BUND (21.13)
This matter was discussed. 
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda under Matters Arising.  (ii)  A holly tree is to be dug up from her garden by KG ready for the morning of March 11th.  (iii) the tree is to be planted on the bund by the same working party as in Section 11 above.      
14.  EV CHARGING POINTS (21.14)

 An offer of fully funded charging point installation was discussed.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC to ask the company to assess the village requirements as a first step.
15.  SAFEGUARDING POLICY (21.24)

The policy was reviewed, with minor changes suggested.
Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) SC to revise the policy and place on the web, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (iii) the PC to liaise with the VHMC on the application of this policy.
16.  PENSION COMPLIANCE (21.27)

The matter of compliance was discussed.  
Resolved  (i)  SC to set up a pension plan for the PC and register the PC with HMRC during the summer break.  (ii) This is to be an agenda item in September.  
17.  PROPOSED DISABLED PARKING SPACE (21.30)

The proposal for a disabled parking space outside 19 Mere Road was discussed.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) the PC to make no objection, proposed ST, seconded RJB, carried unanimously.
18.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.32)
Correspondence for meeting
None.

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Finmere Bridleway 18 modification order – on notice boards till March 31st 

Spring Clean 2023  

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Coronation risk assessments from BHIB 
Coronation grant requirements – no funding for food or souvenirs

OALC update February 2023 – for information

Confirmation of OCC Minerals and Waste Plan – for information

Planning consultations – for individual comment

Road closure notices – for information

Immunisation service request for publicity 

Paralympian Project birthday invitation – Wed March 29th 11am – 3pm
Housing and health provision surveys – for individual comment

Recycling Centre closure notices – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) to hold the spring clean on Saturday April 15th (ii) JB to take risk assessments for information.  (iii) to put immunisation service info on web.  (iv) to put the Paralympian Project birthday on the web.  
19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.35)
Proposals for village hall  The member of the public present informs the PC of the VHMC plans to fit solar panels and an EV charging point to the hall.  This will be at some point in the future, to be decided.
Filing Cabinet  The member of the public present asks if the old filing cabinet could be removed.  JB is able to take it.

BROC Concert  JB points out that the concert will not make much difference to Church funds, which are currently running at a deficit of some £300 pcm.  This is a woeful state and may result in the loss of the Church in Finmere.  
Driving on verge  JB reports that some vehicles have been driving across the Cross Tree triangle, churning up the ground.  It is felt that this may be due to road closures and diversions in the area.  Cllrs will keep an eye on this matter.
Pub closing  The pub is to close on April 11th, with the current landlord Tim Ayling moving away.  There are no proposals by the brewery, Fullers, to replace him.

PC admin  SC explains that the printer will no longer print in colour as one of the cartridges has run out.  MKB raises the matter of the PC email account being full and unable to receive emails on two occasions recently.  

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  (ii)  JB is to take the filing cabinet away.  (iii) Cllrs to send any suggestions for improving Church funding to JB.  (iv) Cllrs to keep an eye on the actions of drivers in the village centre.  (v) SC is to address the admin issues, using her expenditure powers under the Financial Regulations.
20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.58)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday April 4th.  MKB apologises.      
Meeting closed at 21.59. 
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