
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 6th December 2022 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Joanne Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham(RB), Mike Kirby (MK) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.
The meeting was adjourned till 19.50 to allow the completion of a previous public meeting about the carol singing evening being organised at the village hall.

1.  APOLOGIES (19.51)
No apologies were received.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.52)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.53)

The minutes of the meeting of 1st of November 2022 were approved with corrections.  

At this point a member of the public present was asked to present an idea which he wished to raise with the PC.  Please see Section 14 below for the account.

4.  MATTERS ARISING (20.08)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed.  The pavilion is now insured for £85k.  The VHMC do not wish the PC to insure the village hall at the moment, they will review this next year.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to meet with the valuer on Thursday 8th to examine the pavilion.  (iii) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease, making sure that there is flexibility on the insurance issue in case of problems if possible.           
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process of completing the purchase is still ongoing.  The money has now been transferred to John, Welch and Stammers pending the completion of the sale.  JB is looking at quotes for a forestry report.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  JB to obtain a quote for a Forestry Management Expert Report.  (The results of this report will be binding).  (iii) SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed. (iv)  to notify the Poors Plot Trustees of the completion when it takes place in order to request their donation of £1k.  (v)  to note the presence of various items of machinery on the land to be acquired and to discuss their removal with the owner. 
4.03
Paralympic Story  .  The filming event on November 4th was very successful.  An invitation to a meeting with another Paralympian has been circulated.  Any further events will be publicised.    


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.
4.04
Milestone  JB has still had no reply from the Milestone Society or OCC so has asked County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) to intervene on the PC’s behalf.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.      
4.05
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard. 
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting
4.06
VAS Sign  MKB is still looking into possible HS2 funding.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  SC is to allow £2-3k in next year’s budget in case a replacement needs to be paid for.
4.07
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has received and placed all 8 signs.        

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.   
4.08
Clothing Bin Income  .CDC have instructed accounts to make the payment but it has not arrived yet.  
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting. 
4.09     Queen’s green canopy  The trees have been registered.  The photos are on the web.
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda. (ii)  to place the item of the plaque placing ceremony on the April 2023 agenda, in order for this to be held at the Coronation.  
4.10
Replacement Tree for Bund.  The matter was discussed.   


Resolved (i) A Holly tree is to be planted, with a working party next spring.  (ii) this is to be an agenda item in February 2023.  

4.11
Leisure Equipment  The Sunshine Gym carried out the Tingewick installation, all equipment was supplied and fitted for approx. £12k.   


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  SC is to register an interest in a £20k sum with the new rural funding initiative.
4.12    Newsletter  A newsletter was distributed to all villagers. Another is needed.  
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter before the next meeting. 

4.13
Carol Service and Outdoor Carols  The licensee of the Red Lion has agreed to switch on the lights.  The lights are in place.  JB ordered a replacement string of lights under urgent business as one set had failed.  Preparations are well under way for the village carols which will now be held indoors at the village hall.
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  SC to send JB a template for a risk assessment.  

4.14
Old Banbury Rd Verges  These have not been cut yet. The contractor will likely cut them in the Spring.   

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  

4.15
Defibrillator Battery Failure  The battery has been returned and tested and has failed the test.  The PC is to be reimbursed for the cost of the replacement battery.  
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.    

4.16
Defibrillator Sign  This has arrived and been fitted by MK.  MK has organised defibrillator training with Richard Watkins (RW), local defibrillator warden, to be held at the village hall at 10.30am on January 28th.     

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda. (ii) to publicise the training in the newsletter. 

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.50)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for November were carried out. The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £18,259.35 in the Treasurer Account and £3,336.98 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
No income was received in November
The following had been paid out during November:

£244.74 to WelMedical Ltd – (running costs – defibrillator battery)

£9.75 to Lasting Impressions – c/o MK – (capital expenditure – defibrillator sign)

£8.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£166.63 to BHIB – (running costs – insurance) (increased insurance for pavilion)

£195.00 to S W Services – (running costs – grass cutting)

£100.00 to RBL Poppy Appeal – (S144 – encourage visitors – memorial wreath donation)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£30,500 to John, Welch & Stammers – (capital expenditure – purchase of spinney)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £343.45 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Dec to be paid by s/o)
Viking Raja – £314.45 (capital expenditure – filing cabinet) – only to be paid on delivery

SW Services - £195.00 (running costs – grass cutting - paid under schedule of reg payments)

Festive Lights – c/o JB - £50.97 (running costs – Christmas lights)

Lasting Impressions – c/o MK - £9.75 (capital expenditure – defib sign – paid under u/b)

RBL Poppy Appeal - £100 (S144 encourage visitors – Wreath donation – paid – see vote in Sep minutes)

BHIB - £166.63 (general admin – increased pavilion insurance – paid under u/b)

John, Welch & Stammers - £30,500.00 (cap expenditure – spinney purchase – paid under u/b)

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

VHMC - £88.50 (running costs – mower diesel)

HSBC - £9.00 (general administration – account charges)

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices. (iii) to make a donation to the VHMC of £300.
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.05)
No S137 requests had been received.  Payment of invoices, replacement of lights and the obtaining of a valuation for the pavilion carried out under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.07)

An odour problem has been detected 3 times by JB, each time after heavy rain.  There has been no problem of mud on the road despite the weather.  A beeping was heard but this turned out to be coming from HS2 machinery.   
Resolved (i) To note the position. 
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.10)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that there are still a lot of rabbits.  SC tried again to email the owner of the field north of the gated section of the road regarding ferreting on his land but has received no reply.  
Resolved (i) To note the position.              
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.15)
Two houses have new residents, both have received a welcome letter.          

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
10.  FLOODING (21.16)

The latest situation was discussed.  CDC have confirmed that they will contact the riparian landowner concerning the pipe to the pond.  Work has taken place on land to the south of Fulwell Rd beyond the village.  This has restored what was believed to be an old attenuating pond.  Andrew Morsley’s visit to Finmere has been delayed by work in another village.  CDC/OCC have confirmed they will carry out diversion of water into a newly dug trench in the field beside the brook.  The brook has been dredged and CDC/OCC have confirmed they will carry out the scouring apron installation and the headwall repair next year.  The flooded residents beside the brook have asked that their thanks be conveyed to the riparian landowners for the works carried out.
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) ST is to talk to the landowner regarding the pond digging work and the PC will write a letter of thanks if appropriate.  (iii) SC to refer the matter of blocked and ‘newly discovered’ gullies to IC for follow up.  (iv) MKB to continue liaising with the riparian owner on Water Stratford Rd.     
11.  CLERKS PAY INCREASE (21.48)
The annual pay increase has been agreed.  From April 1st 2022 the pay for SC15 rises to £13.45p/h from £12.45p/h.  The new pay rate will be on the January payslip and a payment will be made to cover the backdating.  SC has been paid an allowance toward internet costs which is 20p too high.  This reduction will be reflected on the new payslip amount and also in the backpay amount – which will be £223.20.  Holiday allowance has increased by one day.  A new written statement of employment particulars was produced to reflect these changes and signed by MKB and SC.
Resolved (i) To accept the pay increase – proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii)  to authorise a payment to cover the backdating of the increase to April – proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  
12.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.05)
22/03393/SCH16 – HS2 – restoration after completion – for information only

MW.0048/20 – HS2 – Borrow Pit – submission of further information – all previous comments will still apply    

Resolved (i)  MKB will compose and circulate a further submission as some of the impacts on the water table detailed in these new submissions are a cause for concern
13.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.10)
Correspondence for meeting
A digital connectivity survey from Victoria Prentis MP.  A link has been placed on the website.  The PC filled in a copy as requested.
Emails printed 
None

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Oxfordshire Treescape Project latest news – for information

OALC funding news and consultation – for information

TOE news of available funding – for information

Need not Greed request for planning input – see resolutions
Parish Liaison meeting agenda – nobody was able to attend 

Letter from a concerned resident to the EA regarding HS2 excavations – for the PC record

Request for suggestions on using rural funding from IC – see  resolutions
Parish Liaison meeting slides – for information

Road Safety Summit invite – nobody was able to attend

Deddington Neighbourhood Plan Pre-submission – received in error

Community Rail Partnership info – for information

Paralympic Project online Paralympian meeting invite – put on web

Letter of concern from a resident regarding mud and water under the Newton Purcell bridge on the A421. – see resolutions
Cold weather amber alert warning – this was circulated

OALC November update – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) to submit no input to the Need not Greed request.  (ii)  SC to suggest a 20k sum for gym equipment from rural funding.  (iii)  SC to ring or write to the water company about the burst water main and copy the concerned resident in on any replies.

14.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.20)
Energy Schemes  A podcast entitled ‘Costing the Earth’ had recently highlighted community energy projects, more than 500 of which have sprung up around the UK.  These range from solar panel fields to single wind turbines.  One turbine near Bristol has provided power for 3,000 homes as well as providing energy to the grid.  These projects are crowd funded, either locally or nationally, and offer an investment return of 6 – 8% as well as being environmentally beneficial and also providing funding for insulation to local homes.  These schemes are given guidance by Community Energy England, individual membership costs some £150 with group membership in four figures.  The resident wondered whether the PC felt that Finmere would like to join in this initiative, with investment levels set at anywhere from £50 for villagers to £250 for those from further afield.  

Aid to Ukraine  KG is working with charities sending items to Ukraine and they are in need of blankets/warm children’s clothes and toys for their Christmas appeal.

Warm Spaces  There is concern that there is no warm space provision in Finmere.  It may be that this is not necessary, but this needs to be looked into.

Resolved  (i) The two members of the public present, along with KG and JB, are to look at making a presentation on these schemes to the May APM.  (ii)  SC is to contact Revd Alice Goodall and ask if the Church has any information on the level of need in the village.  (iii)  It may be that a newsletter is needed.  (iv)  This is to be an agenda item in January.

15.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.27)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday January 10th 2023.  JB apologises.      
Meeting closed at 22.28.
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