
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 5th October 2021 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Peter Goss (PG), Joanne Brooks (JB), Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Barry Wood (BW), Barbara Cunningham (BC) (Village Representative to the Quarry Liaison Committee) and 16 members of the public
1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from Cllr Steve Trice (ST).  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

MKB declared an interest in planning application 21/03066/OUT.  
3.  MINUTES (19.32)
The minutes of the meeting of 7th of September 2021 were approved and signed.
It was proposed that the meeting was then adjourned until 20.15 so that those present could discuss the planning application 21/03066/OUT – Land west of Chinalls Close – up to 30 dwellings and detailed access from Banbury Road – proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.
4.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.20)

Barbara Cunningham (BC) delivered a report on the quarry liaison committee meeting held remotely through MS Teams on September 21st 2021.

Present at the meeting were MKB (Finmere PC), BC (Village Representative), Neal Richmond (OCC), Bill Stewart-Jones (OCC), Matthew Case (OCC Planning), Cllr Ian Corkin (OCC and CDC), Cllr Barry Wood (CDC), Cllr Patrick Clarke (CDC), Duncan Beaumont (EA), James Foote (representing Victoria Prentis MP), Ian Fenny (Operations Director Opes), Rick Wright (Planning Opes) and Alec Howard (Mixbury resident).  Louise Greenwood (EA) apologised due to ill health.  The meeting was somewhat chaotic, with several problems with Teams being encountered.  No formal reports were issued.  

Opes - Ian Fenny is a new operations director, with ten weeks in place now.  A meeting has been organised by him for villagers to meet his team at the pub.  This is nothing to do with the PC, but many people seem to think that the PC has organised it.  A new monitoring system has been installed on site.  The EA monitoring machine has now been removed from Hill Leys land.  No waste is being accepted until the site is odour free, but the MRF and concrete facilities are still operating.  Waste is being assessed and presents no health risks.  BC points out that no evidence of who by, or to what criteria, was given.  There have been no recorded emissions for one week now.  BC points out that villages further afield may well still be being affected.  No extension of planning is now being sought for the two fields fronting the road except for storage.  Ian Fenny proposes a Facebook page, a newsletter and monthly liaison meetings going forward to keep everyone informed.
EA – No formal interviews have been carried out yet.  The enforcement notice has been lifted, BW points out that more transparency is needed, nobody was informed of this.  

OCC – The six current applications are still ongoing with a planning meeting in mid-November scheduled.  No odour has been identified on inspection visits, which are joint visits with the EA.  Out of hours operation complaints were triggered by repairs to a faulty machine.  The haul road has been concreted, which should mitigate problems with mud on the road.  MKB did point out at this point that reversing-beepers were being used with no white noise to reduce their effect.

PC – MKB explained that the villagers get the worst of any problems at the site and are suspicious of operator’s actions.  MKB reports that he has been told that the meeting was recorded and is being transcribed.  Sand and gravel are still being imported for concrete production and MKB has queried the legality of this under the enforcement notice with OCC.  Leachate was not mentioned at all by those at the meeting which is a concern.

Resolved (i) SC to place a disclaimer on the website concerning the meeting.  (ii) SC to inform Tingewick and Fringford PCs of complaint line number.  (iii) The PC to organise a public meeting and invite the new Opes management if the meeting at the pub is not successful.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (20.50)
5.01
Flooding  - this item was dealt with first as some present were unable to stay for the whole meeting – An email conversation with OCC has been forwarded by a riparian landowner.  This raises issues regarding another riparian landowner’s responsibilities for a conduit into the stream.  The general discussion covers the lack of progress on the promised action list from OCC, the lack of communication with OCC that is perceived by residents and the need for some preparations for the coming winter.  It is pointed out that the PC already has access to road closed signs and traffic cones.  JB has spoken with the two residents affected by flooding in Mere Rd regarding the ongoing situation.  The stream has been cleared and the OCC email confirms that there is no need for a digger and driver to clear the first section.

Resolved (i) to carry the item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC is to forward the email to the second riparian landowner.  (iii) MKB is to talk to County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) regarding communication.  (iv) SC is to write to IC and request sandbags/signs.

5.02
20mph Speed Limit  SC has received confirmation that the speed tests will be valid for five years.  

Resolved (i) to wait for outcome of OCC trial.  (ii) this item can now be removed from the agenda  
5.03
Sports Pavilion Issues  Insurance quote was circulated.  No response from SA.  VHMC raised questions on cover for trustees.  BHIB response shows that liability insurance will still be required by VHMC and SA.  This has implications for the amount saved.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  
5.04
Spinney Acquisition Funding  No update has been forthcoming from the Trustees.


Resolved to carry this item forward to next meeting when more information may be available.
5.05
Defibrillator Guardianship  Pads replaced, spares in stock.  Cabinet fitted at no charge.  Visibility to be checked.  Location code needed for cabinet and cabinet cannot be opened with the old code.   
Resolved (i) JB to ask contractor for location code from old cabinet and paperwork which should show the new code.  (ii) MK to check for visibility of the new cabinet and to double check that old code no longer works.  (iii) SC to have defibrillator removed from the emergency register until access is resolved.  (iv) carry forward to next meeting.

5.06
Cross Tree bench  This has been fitted into place.  KG has the new plaque.  

Resolved (i) KG is to give the new plaque to ST who will fit it to the bench.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.
5.07
HGV Traffic  Still no response from Lorraine Kelly (HS2 Fusion).  

Resolved (i) MKB to pursue matter.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.

5.08
Stable Close Bund Trees  PG has spoken with the resident who felled the tree.  Some time ago the PC agreed to a resident felling a tree which was causing a problem, provided the resident then planted a replacement tree further back from their fence on the bund.  The agreement to replace the tree was not obtained in writing.  

Resolved (i) PG to speak with the resident again.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.  
5.09
Stable Close grass area  A working party needs to be arranged.  

Resolved (i) SC to contact ST and ask him for suggested dates (the 9th or 16th are ruled out for MKB).  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.  
5.10
Paralympic Story  SC has received a standing invitation for all to visit the Centre in Stoke Mandeville.  There is no news yet on dates for the meet and greet with a Paralympian.    

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (ii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
5.11
Milestone  MKB HS2 have told MKB that they are concerned about the safety of the milestone if it is given to him.  There is to be a Teams meeting with them shortly.   

Resolved (i) MKB to attend Teams meeting with HS2 and make a case for the milestone to be stored in Finmere.  (ii) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.12
Overgrown paths  Fix-my-street reported that the overgrowth on the short bridleway did not meet their criteria.  There is approximately 3 – 4 hours clearing work involved, with the resulting waste to be removed.  It is pointed out that some trees are growing through the barrier from the roadside, which would be the responsibility of OCC Highways.    


Resolved (i) To raise the issue of volunteers to help in the next newsletter.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.30)

The quarterly financial reports for July to September were presented. The quarterly bank reconciliation was approved and signed.  The internal controls for September were carried out. 
The reports for July and August are detailed in previous minutes.

It was reported that there was £15,213.44 in the Treasurer Account and £3,324.66 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been received during September:

£3,850.00 from Groundwork (HS2 grant for village hall works)

£4, 984.00 from Groundwork (HS2 grant for village hall works)

£5,665.00 from CDC (Parish Precept second payment)

£1,830.90 from ST (sale of the storage container on ebay)

£1,640.00 from VHMC (donation toward extra expenditure on village hall works)

£920.00 from VHMC (donation toward extra expenditure on village hall works)

The following had been transferred during September:

£1,500 from the Business Money Manager Account to the Treasurer Account

The following had been paid out during September:

£390.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£5,980.80 to RJB Electrical – (grant expenditure on village hall works)

£4,620.00 to Silverstone Industrial Roofing – (grant expenditure on village hall works)
£312.20 to SC (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary and expenses for Oct

£312.20 
to be paid by standing order
Wel Medical – defibrillator pads

 £43.20
paid by SC to be reimbursed
Microsoft - Office 365 subscription

 £79.99
to be paid by SC – reimbursed

IJT – black toner



 £28.30
paid by SC to be reimbursed

Seven more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

The Grassman – September mowing

   £390.00
paid as a regular payment

CDC – dog bin emptying


   £481.14
paid as a regular payment

Moore – external audit


   £240.00
to be paid by bacs

Park End Construction – village hall work
£1,104.00
to be paid by cheque

Park End Construction – village hall work
£1,968.00
to be paid by cheque

Park End Construction – village hall work
  £1,464.00
to be paid when funds arrive

Park End Construction – village hall work
£13,521.00
to be paid when funds arrive

HS2 grant payments should arrive shortly from Groundwork to cover these last two invoices.  Payment is to be agreed and cheques arranged under urgent business.

The forthcoming charges for use of the Treasurer Account were discussed.  At a saving of only £2 pcm it was felt best not to move to Unity online banking as there would be some issues.  JB has heard from Natwest, confirmation that the PC could access free banking.  
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of all but the last two invoices.  (iii) SC is to contact Natwest for details. (iv) to carry the matter of bank account changes forward to the next meeting.
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.40)
No requests.  Purchase of toner (Section 6 above), sale of the storage container (as it needed to be moved urgently to allow village hall works) (also Section 6 above) and the decision to inform the village through a newsletter about planning application 21/03066/OUT were made under urgent business.

Resolved to note the position.

8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.41)
MKB reported that he had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.  JB has submitted the village green status application for a third time.  JB has heard nothing about whether the bid for a tree pack has been successful.  

Resolved to note the position.

9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.45)
JB reports new residents on her newsletter round, she is to give them a welcome letter.  

Resolved to note the position.

10.  APPOINTMENT OF AN INTERNAL AUDITOR (21.47)

SC has had no reply from Elizabeth Cooper.  
Resolved (i) If nothing is heard in one week SC is to contact the unsuccessful candidates from last year. (ii) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

11.  EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (21.49)
The report has now arrived.  It has been posted on the notice boards and web.  The PC considers and approves the report, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  

Resolved to note the position.
12.  VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR (21.55)

Steve Myers (SM) has stepped forward for co-option and is in attendance at the meeting.  He introduces himself.  The PC are happy to welcome him, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  SM is to sign a declaration of acceptance and become a councillor at the November meeting.  
Resolved to remove this item from the agenda.
13.  INTERNAL AUDIT ISSUES (22.00)

The PC considered the suitability of the current filing cabinet.  At present this is in the storeroom but will be replaced in the meeting room shortly.  This is a steel cabinet, and the meeting room is kept locked unless in use.    

Resolved (i) There is no need to purchase a new cabinet.  (ii) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
14.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY/APPRAISAL (22.05)

The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a great job.
Resolved to (i) note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter and (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a great job.
15.  MEMORIAL WREATH (22.07)
The contribution to the Royal British Legion for the memorial wreath is discussed.

Resolved to pay a donation of £100 as in previous years, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously.  

16.  SAFETY FOR HORSE RIDERS (22.08)

MKB has been contacted by a villager who is trying to persuade OCC to promote safe practices toward horse riders by car drivers, with temporary signs around the village to alert road users and inform them of correct procedures.  The villager requests the support of the PC.  

Resolved (i) To support the villager in her efforts, proposed PG, seconded KG, carried unanimously. (ii) MKB to reply to her email and find out how the PC can help.
17.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.10)
21/02111/F – Sycamore House, Fulwell Rd – demolition of existing conservatory and erection of replacement single storey rear extension – permission subject to conditions
21/02396/F – 16 Valley Road – retrospective single storey rear extension – permission subject to conditions
Resolved to note the position.
18.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.12)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None

Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda

FOFSA request for use of Cross Tree power – JB to liaise
Resident raised issue of Valley Rd verge bollards – SC to ask OCC Highways to remove them
Resident request for minutes – (regarding landfill site history) - MKB to share his reports instead
Resident request concerning pub meeting – SC to post a disclaimer (see Section 4 above)
Resignation of parish footpath warden – MKB will contact a possible replacement
Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda

Cherwell Local Plan Review invite – none able to attend
Gigaclear road closure notices – already placed on website and Facebook
Governance review reminder – for information
CDC Planning Policy Consultation (with webinar) – none able to attend
OALC September Update – for information
OCC New Priorities online workshop invite (Monday 18th/Thursday 21st) – none able to attend
Ox-Cam Arc opposition invite – no further action – SC to re-send to JB due to internet problem
Usual reports- for information
MKB raises the issue of planning application 21/03066/OUT – Land west of Chinalls Close – up to 30 dwellings and detailed access from Banbury Road – as a District Councillor and neighbouring landowner he has been made aware of the application and therefore arranged notification of the application and the proposal to adjourn the meeting to enable discussion in a newsletter.  MKB is unable to comment on or discuss the application as he is a neighbour.  SC confirms that the PC has not received a copy.

Resolved  (i) SC is to enquire as to why the PC has not been informed.  (ii) SC is to request an extension to the submission deadline.  (iii)  The PC response is to be formulated under urgent business, taking into account the feeling of the villagers demonstrated during the discussion but excluding MKB from the process.
MKB raises the issue of the Old Banbury Rd hedge – A villager present at the meeting asked if something could be done as the hedge on the north side of Old Banbury Road is badly overgrown.  

Resolved SC is to ask OCC Highways to cut the hedge back as they have previously.
19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.20)
Carol Service – JB has been asked to speak about the Christmas lights and Carol Service.  The usual date is early in December, the 10th has been suggested.  A member of the public present suggests the new Headteacher at the school as a good candidate for turning on the lights.  JB can liaise with Rev Goodall regarding dates and MKB can speak to the Headteacher.  

Resolved This is to be an agenda item in November. 

Action Group on Landfill – There has been a lot of interest in the idea of forming an action group.  What has been reported as being said at the liaison meeting simply does not square with what is happening on the ground.  If the meeting at the pub does not seem helpful it may well be that many villagers will move on to form a group.  Anyone would be welcome.   
Resolved To note the position.

Silent Soldier – MKB raises the matter of the placement of the Silent Soldier for Remembrance.  Last year it was proposed that it be placed at the School.  

Resolved The placement is to be decided under urgent business.
20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.25)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday November 2nd.  Meeting closed at 22.26.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None   

2
Meeting of October 5th 2021


