
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 5th March 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Katherine Grimston (KG) (Acting Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillor Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.  It was decided that JB would take over as Acting Chair when KG left the meeting.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 6th of February 2024 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

No member of the public wished to speak. 

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  MKB has continued to liaise with the Sports Club.  The payment timetable has now been agreed.  All requested information has been provided to the solicitor.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii)  SC to inform the Club of a loose/broken downpipe on the pavilion.               
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  No more items have been removed.  No fencing has been put in place.  The compensation monies from an enforcement arrangement are now possibly £50k.  JB has been looking into this and feels that the VHMC is very different to the sort of bodies that normally receive this funding, which may reduce the likelihood of success – historically national charities usually receive these payments.      

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are to try to remove as many of the remaining items as possible from the site during the spring clean.  (iii)  Quotes are still to be obtained for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iv)  SC is to copy JB’s detailed map of the spinney and return the original.  (v)  SC is to provide this map, plus a large-scale map of the playing field and spinney to the VHMC.  (vi)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  MKB has heard nothing further.        

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
Verge Issues  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The remaining hazardous obstructions on the verge are to be removed during the spring clean. (iii)  This fact is to be highlighted in a newsletter before the spring clean.     

5.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and SC are to pursue the matter of who has replaced Andrew Vidovic in his position and who is in charge of the works to restrict parking in Mere Rd.  (iii)  SC is to send the request for sandbags to the person appointed in Andrew’s place.  (iv)  SC is to write to the riparian landowner concerning an offer by Andrew Morsley to measure the levels of flow throughout the village, from the Fulwell Rd beyond the village boundary to the sewage pumping station at the end of Mere Lane.  (v)  If access can be agreed then the PC will commission the report on levels at a cost of £650.00 plus expenses, proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously. 

5.06
Speeding from the roundabout  SC has been in touch with Bucks CC and an officer has been in touch and is to visit the site.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.07
Insurance renewal  The Sports Club have paid their contribution.

Resolved (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    

5.08
HS2 Timber    Nothing further heard.        


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.09
Worn Lines on the Road  SC has reported these on Bucks fix-my-street.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.10
Door to Door Sales  The materials are still with MKB.    

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The leaflets are to be distributed with the upcoming newsletter, which will include an item explaining the ‘no cold calling’ scheme.  (iii)  The cold calling signs are to be put up at all entrances to the village as soon as possible.  
5.11
Road Repairs  All these reports have been closed – with the proviso that if they meet the criteria they have been added to the repair list - except the Water Stratford Rd issue, which has been marked fixed.  ST reports that one site has been fixed, only to be ruined again within days.  JB reports that the WS Rd issue is not fixed.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to re-raise the WS Rd pothole.  (iii)  SC to report a pothole west of the village on the Fulwell Rd.
5.12
Planning Applications  All comments have been submitted by SC.


Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.

5.13
Spring Clean  This form has been submitted.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda for a report.

5.14
Street Light Bulb  RB has checked and confirms that the bulb is an LED.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to inform the electric company.
5.15
Friends of Finmere  The inaugural meeting went well.  A calendar of events is now on the website.  There is to be a Quiz and Chilli night on Saturday 9th, an Art exhibition (including handicrafts) in the Church in May, the pop-up-pub went well, though there are some concerns about the porta-loo, and there are moves afoot to hold a summer fete.  There is also to be a village survey to ask people what they would like to happen in the village and what events they would be likely to attend.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) To mention the calendar in the next newsletter.

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.29)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for February were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £14, 190.56 in the Treasurer Account and £4,716.42 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during February:

£735.71 from the Sports Club – payment of insurance contribution

£500 from OCC – grant contribution for the Tuesday Teas and Light Lunches

The following had been paid out during February:

£225.00 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – backpay)

£54.96 to Npower (Running costs – electricity)

£29.60 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – backpay)

£79.08 to Wel Medical (Running costs – defibrillator pads)

£112.00 to SLCC – c/o SC (Running costs – subscriptions)
£55.00 to Community First (General Admin – subscriptions)

£8.00 to HSBC (General Admin – account charges)

£402.85 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoice listed on the agenda was presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for March to be paid by s/o) 
One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

OALC - £168.00 (Gen Admin – subscriptions)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MC, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC to move the £500 for the Tuesday Teas to the reserve account and keep a track of any payments made, proposed KG, seconded MC, carried unanimously.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.33)
There had been no requests for S137.  It had been decided to order the PC free copy of the Kings portrait under urgent business. 

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.34)

The site was discussed.  MKB has been unable to arrange a quarry liaison meeting, due to the ongoing illness of the Opes Chairman.  The Opes court case has been adjourned until mid-May.        
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  MKB is to continue to try to organise a quarry liaison meeting.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.43)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well, including that the glass has been removed from neighbouring land.          
Resolved (i) To note the position.

10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.44)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.       
11.  80th ANNIVERSARY D-DAY CELEBRATIONS (20.46)
The plans were discussed.  There is to be a beacon bonfire with music, which has now been arranged.   There is to be an exhibition of military and civilian memorabilia in the church.  The Silent Soldier is to be placed at the field for the event and there are to be some short readings that portray the spirit of the time, with where possible some local reminiscences.  
Resolved (i) This is to be an item on the April agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask Hugo Brown (RBL) if any poppies are to be produced for the occasion.  (iii)  SC is to order a ‘peace flag’ at a cost of approx. £30 to be displayed on the night, proposed KG, seconded MK, carried unanimously.

12.  MEMORIAL TO QEII AND THE MILESTONE (20.51)

This cannot be progressed until the plans for the spinney are more advanced.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward as a Matter Arising.

13.  HS2 FUNDING FOR CAR PARK FENCE POSTS (20.53)

Nothing further has been heard, but the fence is deteriorating.

Resolved  (i)  This is to be an agenda item for next month.

14.  CAPABILITY POLICY (20.54)

The new policy, which had been circulated in advance, was addressed.

Resolved (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To adopt the policy, proposed KG, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC to place the new policy on the web.  

15.  POLICY REVIEWS (20.56)

The Retention and Disposal, Data Breach and Volunteer policies were discussed, having been circulated in advance.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to place the updated policies on the web.

16.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.05) 
MW.0148/23 – Finmere Landfill – vary contours for capping and revise internal boundaries

23/03305/F – Finmere Grounds Farm – extension to rear of grain barn – application permitted

24/0032/CM – Finmere Quarry, Banbury Rd – access road changes – permitted

23/02297/SCH17 – OS Parcel 5133, Warren Farm – HS2 use - application permitted

23/03409/F – Cnc Asset, Valley Rd – retrospective change of use /office to dwelling - application permitted

24/00123/CM – Finmere Quarry – continue use of MRF – no objections

24/00128/CM – Finmere Quarry – retention of concrete batching plant - observations

Resolved  (i)  SC is to ask MKB to make a submission on MW.0148/23, he is familiar with the background information.  (ii)  The PC wishes to make it clear that the mound cannot be allowed to become any higher.  (iii) To note the position.

17.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.22)
Correspondence for meeting
Clerks and Councils Direct March 2024 – see below
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

24/00449/F – Finmere Aerodrome – temporary access from A4421 – see below
Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
CDC Executive forward plan – for information
Martyn’s law consultation – for information
Road closure notices for Captain’s Lane, Fulwell Rd and A4421 – for information
Road Safety Strategy consultation – for information
Cherwell Landscape Character Assessment consultation – for information
Tree planting news – one tree in Finmere – Fulwell Rd, near Town Farm – for information
Residents email with photos of Mere Rd verge – see below
Confirmation of Council precepts for 2024-25 – for information
Fix my street Bucks reply to report of pothole/worn lines/speed restrictions – for information
OALC February update – for information
Paralympic birthday celebration invite – for information
Victoria Prentis MP February newsletter – for information
Dog fouling prevention offer – see below
Usual reports

Resolved (i) KG takes Clerks and Councils mag.  (ii)  MC is to look at 24/00449/F and circulate comments under urgent business.  (iii) SC is to send the application email to MC.  (iv) SC is to note that Martyn’s Law will not apply to the village hall as it has a capacity of below 100.  (v)  SC is to report the verge on fix-my-street and submit photos as evidence.  (vi)  SC is to report the bank to Artur (OCC), as it is already slipping.  (vii)  The PC decides against purchasing a dog poo bag dispenser, these have not been a proven success.
18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.45)
Damage to Trees  The hedge flailing contractor, who is kindly paid for by a local landowner, damaged ten trees when cutting on Water Stratford Rd.  
PC Laptop  SC points out that the laptop is beginning to show signs of wear and tear.  

X5 Bus  Councillors have been approached by residents asking about the possibility of the X5 stopping at the new garage on the A4421 when it is built.  
Water Flowing on Valley Rd  This has again been raised as an issue.
Newsletter  The contents of the next newsletter need to be outlined to MKB.
Resolved  (i)  Replacement of the trees will be an agenda item in April.  (ii)  SC is to check the age of the laptop and put replacing it on the April agenda if it is as much as 6 years old.  (iii)  SC is to contact the developers and the bus company and see if the X5 could stop at the garage.  (iv)  SC is to reinforce the current report on flowing water on fix-my-street, which is marked as ‘investigating.’  (v)  SC is to give MKB the subject list – the Spring Clean (pointing out that all obstructions on the verge deemed to be a hazard will be removed), the no cold calling scheme, upcoming events like D-Day 80, the new calendar of events.
(Item 5.05 was now discussed and JB took over as acting Chair)

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.33)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday April 2nd 2024.   MKB has apologised for the April meeting.                
Meeting closed at 22.34. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None 
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