
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 10th January 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
No one else was in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllr Joanne Brooks (JB).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 6th of December 2022 were approved with corrections.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to increase the cover for the pavilion to £126k.  (iii) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease, making sure that there is flexibility on the insurance issue in case of problems if possible.           
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  There has been no progress on this matter.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.    
4.03
Milestone  There has been no news on this matter.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.      
4.04
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard. 
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.
4.05
VAS Sign  This has been included in the budget calculations for 2023/24.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB is to continue to pursue the possibility of HS2 funding.
4.06
Clothing Bin Income  The payment has been received.  
Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to claim for this money again at the start of the next financial year in April. 
4.07
Leisure Equipment  SC has registered an interest for £20k of community funding.  Money was raised by the outdoor carols (see 4.09 below).   


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  SC to keep any monies raised in a reserve fund for the purchase of equipment.
4.08    Newsletter  A newsletter is needed.  
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter before the next meeting. 

4.09
Carol Service and Outdoor Carols  The Carol Service at the Church went well.  The indoor carols at the hall were well attended and raised £139.10 toward the purchase of leisure equipment.
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to keep the money in a reserve fund for leisure equipment purchases.    

4.10
MW.0048/20 – HS2 – Borrow pit submissions  Nothing heard on this.
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to circulate submissions by the end of the month.

4.11
Rural Funding Request  SC has submitted a request for £20k.


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

4.12
Burst water main on A421  Reports of water under the bridge beside the HS2 works at Newton Purcell, the PC response and the outcome were discussed.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) SC to ensure that concerned residents are informed of the outcome.

4.13
Energy Schemes  The work on this is ongoing.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.10)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation was signed.  The internal controls for December were postponed as JB was absent.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £17,750.00 in the Treasurer Account and £3,338.49 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The transactions for October and November have been covered in previous minutes.  

The following was received in December:
£37.83 from CDC – clothing bin receipts

£244.74 from WelMedical – refund for battery (previous battery faulty)

The following had been paid out during December:

£300.00 to VHMC – (running costs – contribution to village hall costs)

£88.50 to VHMC – (running costs – village hall)

£50.97 to JB – (S137 village benefit – reimbursement for Christmas lights)

£9.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)
£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £368.25 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Jan to be paid by s/o)
Sedgwicks - £395 (running costs – valuation of sports pavilion)

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - £9.00 (general administration – account charges)

Npower - £23.52 (running costs – electricity)
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices. (iii) to approve payment to JB of money for the Christmas message to the village delivered at the indoor carols – to be confirmed under urgent business when the amount is known.
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.25)
No S137 requests had been received.  No urgent business had been carried out. 
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.26)

There was a Christmas message for the village from the operators at the indoor carols.  There will be a quarry liaison meeting in the next couple of months.     
Resolved (i) To note the position. 
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.30)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that there are still a lot of rabbits.    
Resolved (i) SC is to contact the pest controller again.                
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.35)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
10.  PARISH PRECEPT REVIEW  (20.36)

There was a detailed discussion of the budget estimates that had been circulated previously.
Resolved (i) To raise a precept of £14,600 for the year 2023/24, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  A newsletter to be circulated explaining why such an increase is needed.  (iii) To allow an S137 amount of £750 for the year 2023/24.  (iv) To put into reserves the sum of £750 during 2023/24 to add to the amount set aside for the purchase of a new mower.  (v) To aim to purchase a replacement VAS sign at the lower end of the price range unless additional funding can be obtained.  (vi) To accept the revised cost of the grass cutting contract for the coming two years (an increase from £195 to £240 per cut), proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.
11.  FLOODING (21.19)

The latest situation was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB is still to talk with riparian landowners when possible.  (iii) A close eye to be kept on the state of gullies in the top section of Valley Rd in particular.

12.  STABLE CLOSE GREEN SPACE (21.33)

The condition of the green space was discussed.

Resolved  (i) to place this item on the February agenda in order to organise a working party.

13.  CHERWELL LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION (21.38)     
This consultation has been delayed.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC to submit a response once the consultation opens.

14.  WARM SPACES (21.43)

Consultations with local organisations have not revealed any households in Finmere to be in need of a ‘warm space.’  There is a warm space available in the Red Lion public house during opening hours if anyone wishes to make use of it.

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) To note the position.

15.  MEMBER/OFFICER PROTOCOL (21.48)

A review of this document was carried out.

Resolved (i) SC to make the alterations suggested, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to place the revised document on the web.

16.  PARISH CLERK HOURS DIARY (21.53)
The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a good job.

Resolved (i) to note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter.  (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a good job. 

17.  ROAD REPAIRS (21.57)

Areas in need of repair were discussed and a list made.

Resolved (i)  SC to report these areas on fix-my-street.

18.  OXFORDSHIRE TREE SERVICE (22.02)

 Every parish is to be presented with a tree to plant in an OCC Highways verge.  

Resolved  (i) To suggest placing the tree in the verge on the west side of Water Stratford Rd, a little way from the village side of the allotment gate, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

19.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.07)
Correspondence for meeting
None.

Emails printed 
None.
Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Free defibrillator signage info – see below

Amber alert for cold extension – for information

Invitation to CPRE meeting about response to Cherwell Local Plan – no-one able to attend

Community Group funding news from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) – for information

Coronation plans news – see below

Community defibrillator grant funding news – for information

OALC December update – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) to retain the free signage info in case of need.  (ii)  to put Coronation plans on the February agenda.  
20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.18)
Coffee Mornings KG explains that she and JB have been considering the possibility of a coffee morning in the village hall every fortnight, to help alleviate loneliness and to foster a feeling of community.  
Silent Soldier  This has now been taken down and placed in storage till next year but KG reports that unfortunately it has been slightly damaged, probably by vandalism.

Apologies  MKB apologises for the April meeting.
Coronation Mugs  MKB had circulated a link for the purchase of coronation mugs, FOFSA are considering providing some for the school, it might be nice if the PC provided some for children of the village who do not attend the school.

Resolved  (i) The matter of a coffee morning is to be an agenda item in February.  (ii)  Coronation mugs are to be considered under the heading of Coronation Preparations on the February agenda.

21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.28)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday February 7th.  MC apologises.      
Meeting closed at 22.29.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
Clerks and Councils Direct January 2023 
Kompan brochures x 2
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