
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 11th January 2022 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Steve Myers (SM) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
One member of the public

1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from Cllr Peter Goss (PG).  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall, KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.32)
The minutes of the meeting of 7th of December 2021 were approved and signed.
4.  QUARRY LIAISON MEETING REPORT (19.33)
The planned liaison meeting was not held as there were no developments to discuss.  It was decided not to hold a Zoom meeting but to meet face to face in the first half of January.
Resolved to note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
5.01
Flooding  - There was again a lengthy discussion, including new issues raised this month with water entering the village via the ditch from the landfill fields and news that HS2 are investigating watercourse capacity, concerning the borrow pit.  They have requested access to the field beside the sewage pump house.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) MKB to raise the matter of reinstating historic balancing pond(s) with relevant landowner.  (iii) MKB to share link to really detailed watercourse map with all.  (iv) ST and JB are to carry out a detailed scan (using laser levels and marker posts) of the area affected by any barriers deployed on Fulwell Rd, subject to homeowner’s permissions.  (v) MKB is to continue to liaise with IC over OCC action and progress.  (vi) the situation in the landfill field bordering the A421 is to be monitored (see Section 8 below for details). (vii) the PC are to consider quotes for the work of enlarging the drainage pipe from upper Valley Road, with owners permission for it to cross a corner of the paddock, when they are received. 

5.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  The SA have been in touch with questions.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to share SA response so that progress can be made under urgent business.   
5.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process of registering the spinney as an asset of community value is ongoing.  The PC, having received assurance of a donation, made a bid for the spinney, decided under urgent business, which has been successful subject to contract.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii) to accept the donation and proceed to finalise the contracts.  (Proposed MK, seconded ST, carried unanimously).  (iii) SC is to obtain three quotes from solicitors for the legal work involved in finalising contracts.  (iv)  MKB is to ascertain whether the donation is to be anonymous.  (v) JB is to ask for a clear demarcation of the land in question.
5.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  The old cabinet has been delivered to Buckingham AED Projects.       
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) MK to label the defibrillator with SC’s number.  
5.05
Stable Close grass area  There have been no further works carried out.  


Resolved (i) to place this item on the February agenda.  (ii) ST to monitor the condition of the roadside fence meanwhile.  
5.06
Paralympic Story  The scheme representative is hoping to hold a meeting in the village in spring, when Paralympians will be present.   It is hoped that the village hall may have reopened by then, but if not the Church or School could be used as a venue.    

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
5.07
Milestone  The holidays have delayed progress.           

Resolved (i) JB to continue arranging collection.  (ii) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.08
‘No HGV’ sign placement  MKB has not had chance to speak to Mike Wasley, OCC.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

5.09
Footpath Warden  SC has been in touch with the new volunteer.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC to forward all relevant documentation this week.  (iii) JB to check for a copy of the detailed footpath map for the volunteer.  

5.10
Election cost changes  MKB has found nothing out so far.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

5.11
Good Neighbour scheme  This has been passed on to Revd Goodall..    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii) SC to ask Revd Goodall if she would like to run with the scheme or whether the PC should ask for volunteers in the next newsletter.   

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.40)

The quarterly financial reports for October to December were presented. The internal controls for December were carried out. The bank reconciliation for December 31st was signed.
It was reported that there was £14,388.58 in the Treasurer Account and £3,324.75 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The reports for October and November are detailed in previous minutes. 
The following had been paid out during December:

£2,704.20 to Park End Construction – (grant expenditure – village hall)
£900.00 to Park End Construction – (grant expenditure – village hall)

£1,464.00 to Park End Construction – (grant expenditure – village hall)
£17.78 to e.on (running costs – electricity)

£59.00 to VHMC (running costs)

£92.40 to Paragon Tool Hire – c/o ST – (running costs – property maintenance)

£338.20 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for Jan
   £338.20 
to be paid by standing order
Church – heating costs for Nov/Dec/Jan mtgs    £90.00
to be paid by bacs
VHMC – grass cutting costs


   £300.00
to be paid by bacs

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - bank charges



      £8.00
deducted by bank

Npower – electricity



    £14.20
to be paid by bacs

This last invoice is a monthly amount.  E.on has transferred the PC unmetered supply certificate to a subsidiary and this will lead to a 50% increase in costs.  JB raises the issue of the box for the supply at Cross Tree, one of the keys is bent and this makes the box very difficult to use and means it will not last long.  
The application to NatWest for a free account was discussed.    
The repayment of the VHMC donation was discussed.  Extra funding had been obtained from HS2 to cover part of the costs and the works carried out had enabled the PC to dispose of the storage container for the mower.  
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii) to delay action on a Natwest account until the next financial year (volume of turnover is likely to make the PC ineligible this year).  (iv) to repay the VHMC donation in full (proposed MKB, seconded SM, carried unanimously).  (v) SC to ask e.on about the possibility of a metered supply. (vi)  JB to obtain a quote for a replacement box from the electrician used to fit the defibrillator cabinet.
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.08)
No requests.  Bid response for the spinney sale was decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.09)

There was a public meeting last month, where the operators discussed their activities.  All relevant matters had been discussed in Section 4 above.  Their first priority is to deal with the smell, followed by the issue of surface water.  The capping of larger areas is causing more runoff and the topography means this can be sent toward the village.  The two fields between the mound and the A421 are to have balancing pond(s) installed.  A crew worked on Saturday to try and stop water crossing under the A421, they will return this week.  The situation has subsided at present.
Resolved (i) to note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.20)
SM reported that he had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.    

Resolved (i) to note the position.   
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.21)
There are new residents in the village, and they need to be given a welcome letter. 

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) SC to forward the welcome letter to SM.
11.  PARISH PRECEPT REVIEW (21.25)

The PC considered the budget and factors affecting finances for next year.  With rising inflation and the possibility of substantial legal fees, along with rising staff costs and a large increase in electricity costs, as well as rises in charges for dog bin emptying there is pressure on the precept.     
Resolved (i) SC to submit a precept request for £11,800 for 2022/23 (proposed JB, seconded ST, carried unanimously).  (ii) SC to claim VAT at end of January.
12.  POLICY REVIEWS (21.55)

The Privacy policy and the SARS policy were reviewed.

Resolved (i) SC to make the minor changes decided on and update the documents on the web.  
13.  SAFETY FOR HORSE RIDERS (21.57)
MKB is still to continue discussions with the British Horse Society.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the February agenda.  
14.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS (21.58)

The matters of possible celebrations/commemorations were discussed, including the planting of the 105 trees due to arrive in late Feb, early March as part of the Queen’s Canopy.  
Resolved (i) To place this item on the February agenda.  (ii) to prepare to ask the village in a newsletter what plans may be in hand or proposed.      

15.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (22.00)
The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a good job.

Resolved to (i) note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter and (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a good job.

16.  ROAD REPAIRS (22.02)

The PC briefly discussed the current state of village roads.  
Resolved SC to report all issues raised on fix-my-street.
17.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.08)

21/00526/CM – Finmere Quarry – submission of further information in relation to extension of area approved for clay extraction (re-submission of 19/00583/CM) – MW.0026/19 – decision reached – no observations as the PC considered this at the last meeting.

21/03360/F – Holly House, Mere Lane – amendments to dwelling including alterations to existing garage and first floor extension over – permission subject to conditions.

21/04046/F – 16 Town Close – two storey, part single storey rear extension with associated internal/external works – to be looked at
21/04205/SCH17 – land at former station Newton Purcell – HS2 Schedule 17 plans – for information only

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) SM to talk to neighbours on 16 Town Close application.
18.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.15)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None
Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Information from IC about 20mph zone funding from OCC – for discussion
Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda
Road closure notices – for information

Transport consultation update – for information

Usual reports – for information

Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii)  The PC will proceed with an application to have signs fitted on the five roads with successful tests (proposed ST, seconded KG, carried unanimously).

19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.22)
Working party – MKB reminds SC that the working party for the footpath at the end of the gated road needs to be on the February agenda.  

Resolved To note the position. 

Elections – MKB reminds all that the current term of office ends in May with the elections.  

Resolved To note the position. 

VAS sign – MK reports that the VAS sign is no longer working.  

Resolved MKB to check for spares in his garage. 

Speeding from the roundabout – MK points out that vehicles are ignoring the 30mph sign on the road from the roundabout and often round the corner at 50mph.    

Resolved SC is to ask IC who it would be best to contact about this.   

20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.26)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday February 1st 2022.  Meeting closed at 22.27.
MKB and MK apologised for the February meeting.  
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