
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 5th April 2022 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG), Joanne Brooks (JB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
Barbara Cunningham (BC) (village representative to the quarry liaison committee) and two members of the public
1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Kerford Byrnes for probable late arrival.  

As MKB was not present at the start of the meeting KG took the Chair for the first items.    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall.  KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  QUARRY LIAISON MEETING REPORT (19.32)

The report on the liaison meeting, held on March 29th at Newton Purcell village hall, was given by Barbara Cunningham (BC), village representative.  

Present at the meeting were BC, MKB representing the PC, Ian Fenny of Opes, Rick Bright of Bright Associates (Opes planning consultant), Neal Richmond of OCC, Matthew Case of OCC planning, Emma Davilar of the EA, District Councillor Barry Wood, District Councillor Patrick Clarke, and a Mixbury resident.  Apologies were received from Louise Greenwood of the EA and James Foote (the representative of Victoria Prentis MP).

Work on capping cell 11A is continuing.  This cell has now been divided into three parts, South, Central and North.  The south cell was capped in December and central is currently being capped.  This just leaves north cell to be completed.  Surface water is a big issue.  New tanks are being installed to collect roof water from the MRF.  All contaminated water will be separate and sent offsite, there are currently ten tankers running a week.  Surface water is to be discharged into the pond.  In any main event surface water could be as much as 20k cu metres.  Shallow flood basins are to be constructed in the landscape to, hopefully, contain this flood water, their construction could take up to 12 months.  The MRF will continue in operation.  

Some of the planning applications submitted have been withdrawn or altered.  The sand and gravel extraction app has been withdrawn.  The MRF operation to 2028 app has been modified.  The end-of-life date is still running.  The extension to clay extraction app may be withdrawn as may the continued use of pond app and the sand and gravel haul way is on hold.  BC points out that the concrete planning permission was detailed at the Dec 10 2019 meeting as being for on-site use only, although there is now mention of selling concrete, there have been no answers to her repeated questions on this subject.  
At this point ST queried what on-site use might mean and pointed out that there is no scrutiny on traffic volumes for this app, particularly now aggregates would be shipped in as well as concrete being shipped out, he felt we should push this, the PC formally raise this with OCC.
BC also points out that the sale of the land and concrete production has not happened, and it may be that Ian Fenny is not purchasing it now.

The EA have reported only three complaints since December.  There is still an enforcement notice for the completion of the temporary cap.  There are three or four people on the EA team now.  There has been a non-compliance order served for excess liquid in the cells, producing a high level of leachate.  There have been two issues with paperwork at the MRF.  The site was in Band F (the lowest band) in 2021, with the MRF in Band D.
OCC reports that electricity generation is to be moved to the south of the site.  There have been spot checks on mud, the wheel washer being out of action for a while was one reason for mud being found on the road, but HS2 works traffic has also been cited as a factor.

The PC raised no further points as all issues had been covered.

4.  MINUTES (19.54)
The minutes of the meeting of 1st of March 2022 were approved and signed.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.55)
During the 5.01 discussion MKB arrived and assumed the Chairmanship of the meeting.
5.01
Flooding  - There was again a lengthy discussion, SC has written to the riparian landowners in Water Stratford Road to offer support.  IC has responded to requests for information with the contact details of officers, he wishes to be copied in on any correspondence.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to ask Tony Brummell CDC what advice was given to the riparian landowner in Water Stratford Rd and follow up if necessary.  (iii) MK is to photograph the area of the temporary upstand on Water Stratford Rd and the camber of the road in front of Accra so that SC can email Paul Wilson OCC.  (iv)  SC is to continue in contact with Tony Brummell CDC regarding all outstanding issues, including other riparian landowner contacts and the manhole covers mentioned in Mere Rd. (v) SC is to contact Andrew Vidovic OCC and ask for a list of all gullies in Finmere and the dates they were last jetted, and also all maintenance work carried out on gullies and drainage since Dec 21st 2020.  This list to be in writing for the May meeting.  (vi) SC to inform the drainage consultants that the area of the survey should be increased to include the area where the drainage crosses the road at the spinney on Fulwell Road.  (vii) KG to forward Tony Brummel’s inspection report when she receives it, so that dates of delivery can be pursued.
5.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  SC has added the pavilion to the PC insurance.  The Sports Association have paid the invoice.   There is a discussion about the value of the pavilion.  JB has asked her valuer to include the pavilion in the latest tranche of valuations he is carrying out.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to let the SA know the result of the valuation.  (iii)  the PC to increase the amount of insurance cover for the pavilion as required and bill the SA.  (iv) SC to ask the SA for the grass cutting contribution for the 2022 season.  (v) MKB to instruct the PC solicitor to proceed with drafting the lease.     
5.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process completing the purchase is ongoing.  


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  to produce a newsletter explaining all that has happened once the purchase is completed.  (iii)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed.
5.04
Paralympic Story  Discussions on a suitable venue for an event where residents can meet a Paralympian are still ongoing.  


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
5.05
Milestone  JB has still not been able to finalise things with HS2, although it certainly appears that the PC do not own the milestone.    


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to continue liaising with HS2 as to the ownership of the milestone and whether it can be relocated to the playing field.  
5.06
‘No HGV’ sign placement  No news.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

5.07
Road repairs – broken road sign  This has still not been replaced.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to chase this up with CDC.      
5.08
20MPH Zone  Still nothing further has been heard, an automatic response says there should be a reply within 7 – 10 working days.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.09
VAS sign  MKB feels an electronics engineer may be needed.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) one of the residents present who is an electrical engineer, agrees to look at the sign.    

5.10
Speeding from roundabout  OCC have said that a VAS sign cannot be placed at this location unless the speed limit sign is moved closer to the roundabout, which may help with the 20mph application.   The post will definitely fit the new bases that are available.   

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to ask Dave Catling (DC) (OCC) to try to change the location of the speed limit sign, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  
5.11
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has spoken to a contact, James Wright, at OCC who will let the PC have any signs they need as soon as the PC decides where to place them.  ST asks what size and type the signs are.

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Councillors to consider where they would like the signs placed if possible.  (iii) MKB to liaise with OCC about the signs and any constraints on their placement.
5.12
Policy Reviews  These have been carried out and the new documents placed on the web.  


Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.  . 

5.13
Grass Cutting  The new grass cutting contract has been awarded.  The new contractor, Sam Wootton, has toured the village with ST and is to carry out the first cut very soon.    


Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.  . 

5.14
Spring Clean  Despite the failure of CDC, due to a communications breakdown, to deliver any equipment the spring clean still went ahead, using leftover gloves from previous events, using spare hi-vis coats and gilets belonging to councillors and with volunteers bringing their own litter pickers.  Twelve adults and one child took part.  There were bacon sandwiches at the pub afterwards.  Ten discarded sandbags in reasonable condition were found.  These are now stored in KG’s garage.      


Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to contact CDC and request removal of the gathered rubbish from Finmere Grounds Farm. 

5.15
Oak beside Bridleway  Fix-my-street replied that this is the responsibility of the landowner, this verge is not owned by OCC Highways.    


Resolved  SC is to write to the landowner and ask him to have the tree checked.  
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.35)

The quarterly financial reports were presented. The internal controls for March were carried out. The year-end bank reconciliation was presented.  The schedule of regular payments for the coming year was presented.    
It was reported that there was £15,218.92 in the Treasurer Account and £33,325.13 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The details for January and February are in previous minutes. 
The following had been received during March:

£5,076.51 from HMRC – (VAT repayment)

£100.00 from Sports Association (Cricket Club) – (loan repayment)

£100.00 from Sports Association (Football Club) – (loan repayment)

£20.99 from Sports Association – (insurance payment)
The following had been paid out during March:

£150.00 to OALC – (general admin – subscriptions)

£98.00 to SLCC – (running costs – subscriptions)

£63.00 to SC – (general admin - back pay)
£8.00 to HSBC – (general admin – account charges)

£45.00 to OPFA – (general admin – subscriptions)

£15.36 to BHIB – (running costs – insurance)

£338.20 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for April   £343.45 
to be paid by standing order
Clerk – backpay due to pay rise

     £63.00
paid under urgent business

OPFA – membership renewal


     £45.00
paid under urgent business

BHIB – insurance amendment 

     £15.36
paid under urgent business

RT Machinery – mower parts


     £11.38
running costs

FPCC – Use of Church heating for meetings
     £90.00
general admin

Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

George Browns Ltd – lawn seed

      £29.00
running costs – for open space

Ornamental Trees Ltd – memorial tree
    £101.91
running costs – for open space

CDC – dog bin emptying


    £240.90
running costs – dog bins
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to sign the year-end bank reconciliation, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii) to adopt and sign the schedule of regular payments, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iv)  to carry forward the obtaining of a quote for a replacement electric supply box.  (v) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.50)
No requests.  MW.0015/22 – (22/00555/CM) submission, payment of some invoices and back pay decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.51)

MKB points out that the sale of the land to Ian Fenny is still going ahead, but that due diligence has only just been completed.  It was said at the meeting that Opes did not intend to apply for any more cells to be opened.  There is to be another liaison meeting at the end of June.  
Resolved (i) to note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.54)
All councillors had walked the playing field this month.  There are some rabbit holes that need filling and molehills which need removing.  The pest control company will charge £250 for several visits to control the moles. 
Resolved (i)  KG is to talk to the pest control contractor and find out when he can come, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to write to the Cricket Club about the condition of the sight screen, which seemed very unstable when it was moved during the tree planting.  
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (22.00)
MK reports a new resident, he will deliver a welcome letter.     

Resolved (i) to note the position.  
11.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS/COMMEMORATIONS (22.02)

The matters of plans for possible celebrations/commemorations were discussed.  The trees had been planted on a very successful day, with 27 volunteers planting 100 trees, plus the Jubilee tree, a whitebeam which has been put in next to the pavilion.  No more has been heard about a donation toward a bench.  The VHMC were not happy with the idea of renaming the hall, this involved the name becoming much more cumbersome to use and the necessity of altering all the registrations with the Charities Commission etc.   

Resolved (i) To place this item on the May agenda.  (ii) SC to source a plaque for the Jubilee tree.  (iii)  JB is to register the tree planting as part of the Queen’s Canopy.  (iv) to continue supporting the group organising events on Saturday June 4th (now to be held at the pub with a marquee in the carpark).  (iv) to continue with organising the Thursday night bonfire beacon event (up to 60 people are now expected for the lighting at 21.45.  There will be prosecco and nibbles, a piper and music).  (v)  JB is to circulate a request for all villagers to make bunting for the event and SC is to place this on the web.
12.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (22.07)
The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a good job.

Resolved to (i) note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter.  (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a good job.  (iii) SC to keep an eye on her hours as they were a little high for the last quarter.
13.  AGENDA FOR THE MAY APM (22.09)

As well as the usual council reports and those of village organisations it is a good idea to invite guest speakers to the APM.  
Resolved (i) SC is to ask Tony Brummell (CDC) to speak about flooding issues, the Jubilee organising group to speak about the celebrations and Fiona Darling-Glinski, Paralympic Association, to talk about the upcoming Paralympic Story event.
14.  REVIEW OF PROCEDURES, INTERNAL CONTROLS AND INTERNAL AUDIT RISK ASSESSMENT (22.12)

The PC carries out a full review of their procedures and risk assessment for the internal audit.  This is an annual legal requirement which needs to be carried out in April.  
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The sheets, having been circulated previously, are agreed.  Proposed ST, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  

15.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.14)

MW.0015/22 – (22/00555/CM) – Land south of Finmere landfill site – installation of a landfill gas fuelled electricity generating station – to comprise gas abstraction plant to remove landfill gas from the landfill and safely combust it in a flare or supply it to spark ignition gas engines to generate electricity and various ancillaries for the above – comments submitted under urgent business
21/03360/F – Holly House, Mere Lane – amendments to existing dwelling, including alterations to existing garage and first floor extension over – application permitted 

16.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.15)
Correspondence for meeting – None

Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda – see above
22/00834/F – Rosethorpe, Water Stratford Rd – redevelopment of several disused barns into single 4 bed house to carbon neutral standards

22/00875/AGN – Widmore Farm, Banbury Rd – erection of new agricultural building (446.52 sq metres/4 metres plus high) with concrete apron adjoining (152sq metres)

A thankyou from a resident for the works done on the footpath near Foxley

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda – see above
OALC March update – for information
Usual reports – for information
Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii)  22/00834/F taken by KG.  (iii) 22/00875/AGN taken by MKB.  (iv) both these applications to be on the May agenda.
17.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.20)
Two dead trees on bund  A working party of two will be required to remove these. 
Resolved  PG is happy to arrange this.       

Ukraine – Details of the refugee scheme are on the Facebook page.        

Resolved To note the position.     

Defibrillator Pads   The currently fitted pads expire at the end of April.       

Resolved (i)  MK is to fit the spare pads during the month.  (ii)  SC is to order replacement pads under urgent business.       

18.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.24)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 10th 2022.  All councillors will be newly elected and will need to fill in a Declaration of Acceptance form and a Register of Members Interests form.  Meeting closed at 22.25.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED - None 
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