
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th March 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and five members of the public were in attendance.

1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS), Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair) and Cllr Marcia Clydesdale (MC).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters and JB declared an interest in VE Day 80 matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 4th of February 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

The budget has gone through.  Kerbside recycling remains.  CDC have made a small increase to council tax, OCC have increased by 5%.  The consultation on the local plan has now closed.  The application for ten houses in the village of Finmere will come to committee soon.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  (ii)  MKB is to try to get a slot to speak when the planning application comes before committee.  (iii)  MKB is to ask for reserved matters to be published at the committee.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

Members of the public present raised two issues:-

VE Day 80 Celebrations - The plans are now progressing.  This is to be a flagship event for the village with hopes to encourage locals to join in.  There will be a free exhibition of militaria/memorabilia in the afternoon in the village hall.  There will be a marquee with bar where participants can bring their own food and enjoy the entertainment.  People can also picnic.  There will be a snack van present in the evening for those who prefer.  Seats will cost £20, with free tickets for all over 80’s.  There will need to be widespread advertising of the event.  The Committee would like to ask for a contribution toward the marquee cost from the PC.  

Fly tipping – There has been a large incident of fly tipping in the village.  CDC sent an officer to search for evidence of identity, but none was found.  Most of the waste has been removed by villagers but the rest will be removed shortly.

Resolved  (i) The PC will give a donation of £1,200 in S137 funds this month, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  The PC will make a donation of £500 S137 funds in April, proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously. (iii)  GCM will chase up the matter of the fly tipping removal.  (iv)  SC is to ask to join the village Facebook page so that she can monitor such incidents in future.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (20.38)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  To put the matter of defibrillator training on the September agenda in order to organise more such events.                
6.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A gang mower is to be put over the old play area.  (iii)  A design for this area is to be obtained.  (iii)  The small branches left from felling are to be put through the chipper.  (iv) A stump borer is to be obtained (£100 pcm approx.) to make sure that all stumps are cleared.  (v)  The trees planted beside the field as part of the Queen’s Canopy need some attention.
6.03
Flooding  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to forward details of the historical issues involved so that they can be pursued with OCC, as the LLFA (Lead Local Flooding Authority), by GCM.  This is in response to the fact that no communication has been received in reply to letters and emails sent by SC.

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  GCM has been pursuing this matter with Bucks CC.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue liaising with GCM.   
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has spoken with the two suppliers whose names were provided by CDC.          

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  MC is to measure up the area and submit the info in order to obtain a quote.         
6.07
Review of Assets  No further sheets were returned.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.08
Speeding  There has been no further response from OCC.  


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to chase this up.
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  There has been no visit yet.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write again to the residents involved.  
6.10
VE Day Celebrations  The PC was informed of progress with plans, see Section 5 above.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.11 
VAS Sign  Nothing has been heard on this issue.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.12
Light pollution  The matter was discussed.

 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to contact Tingewick PC and inform them that no lighting schedule was submitted for planning.  
6.13
Dogbin  The matter was discussed.    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  When the bins arrive a working party will be organised to place them. 
6.14
Road Repairs  The two items are still to be reported.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  RB to report.
6.15
FMS Super User  No volunteers have come forward.  Emails were received raising issue with FMS performance.

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to forward redacted email to Kathryn Gash, OCC.  

6.16
Bank Mandate  The daily amount payable has been set in line with Fin Regs.  The mandate for signatories needs to be signed and submitted.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to return the signed mandate.

6.17
MP Request  SC has sent a list of dates to the MP.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC to forward details of the request to GCM.

6.18
Police Enquiry  SC has replied to the enquiry.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To note the position.

6.19
Gated road condition  This has now been cut back.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) To note the position.

6.20
Fulwell Rd condition  The road is to close for four months.


Resolved  (i)  To put this item on the agenda once the closure is over.
6.21
Newsletter  The newsletter was sent out.


Resolved  (i)  To keep this item on the agenda.  (ii)  A newsletter is to be produced covering – closure of Fulwell Rd/Spring Clean/disposal of Ash wood/Curry night/Village Fete/VE Day 80 plans/Using FMS to report fly tipping/Saving the Red Lion meeting on Tuesday 18th.
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.57)

The monthly financial report was presented.  Internal controls for February were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and arriving since, was presented.         
It was reported that there was £20,580.77 in the Treasurer Account and £5,316.71 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during February:

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£37.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£110.00 to SLCC (Running costs – membership)

£55.00 to Community First (Gen Admin – membership)

£233.35 to SC – reimbursement for dog bin 1 – (Capital expenditure)

£382.92 to SC – reimbursement for dog bin 2 – (Capital Expenditure)

£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£36.71 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for March) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically

OALC - £216.00 (Gen Admin – membership renewal)
Festive Lights – c/o JB - £20.98 (S137 – pop up lights)

Blakes Electrical Services - £68.00 (Running Costs – defibrillator circuitry repair)

One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.
Glasdon - £616.27 (Capital expenditure – two dog bins) – SC reimbursed under urgent business.

The bank mandate for replacement of signatories was again presented.  The new amount for grass cutting costs to be charged to the Sports Club was presented.

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, OALC - proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously, Festive lights – proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously, Blakes Electrical Services – proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii)  To sign the new bank mandate, proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (iv) To set the new grass cutting charge at £760.00 for 2025/26, proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.      
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (22.02)
There had been no requests for S137, apart from the request at the meeting – see Section 5 above.  SC had been reimbursed for the cost of the dog bins under urgent business.

Resolved (i) To fund the VE Day celebrations as detailed in Section 5 above.  

9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (22.03)

The current situation on the site was discussed.  The village meeting was useful.  The owners hope to have the cell finished, with a 3mm thick welded mat, a soil covering, bushes and a soakaway, by the end of March.  Some odour has been detected during these works.

Resolved (i) To note the position.  

10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (22.08)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i) The hedge will need to be cut back by hand; the VHMC will look to get this done.  (ii)  The VHMC is to carry out work on the mound following the receipt of advice from Wicksteed, once there is some drier weather.           
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (22.13)
There are new residents in Chinalls Close, with others to follow shortly.               

Resolved (i) MC is to deliver welcome letters.
12.  PAVILION LEASE (22.16)

The new lease was not discussed as no more comments had been submitted to MKB by councillors.
Resolved (i) To carry this item forward as a full item on the April agenda.  (ii)  All councillors to read the lease through and circulate their suggestions or indicate their acceptance before the April meeting, if they have not already done so.  
13.  TREE CHECKS  (22.20)

The matter was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To keep this item on the April agenda.  (ii)  JB is to check and correct the map of the PC tree locations.  (iii)  a schedule of inspections is then to be established.
14.  REVIEW OF POLICIES (22.23)

The Safeguarding Policy was reviewed under the timetable of governance.

Resolved  (i)  The policy was accepted unchanged, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to add a message to the notice board contact list, pointing out that safeguarding issues can be raised with any on the list.    
15.  SPRING CLEAN (22.28)

The form was considered for the most applicable date.

Resolved  (i)  SC to return the form with the date for the spring clean set as Saturday March 22nd.  
16.  RAGWORT  (22.32)
The matter of ragwort prevalence in local pastures was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to communicate with local landowners again on this matter as the season for new growth is about to start.

17.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.34)

25/00129/F – Belmont, Mere Rd – new single storey garden room/store outbuilding
25/00273/LB – Mere House, Mere Rd – install wood burner/chimney liner/replace open fire 
Resolved (i) The PC has no objection.  (ii)  The PC has no objection.  
18.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.35)
Correspondence for meeting 
Elan City VAS sign leaflet – for info
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on agenda
Funding request from Citizens Advice – see below
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
Traffic sensitive streets in Oxford news – for info

Cherwell Local Plan Review slides – for info

Small business sustainability workshop – placed on web

Government reorganisation report – for info

Paralympian event news – for info

OALC January update – for info
Usual reports – for info 
Resolved (i) The PC will give £50 S137 donation to Citizens Advice, as it is generally agreed that all use their services at one point or another in life, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  
19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.40)
No items of interest were raised.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.

20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.41)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday April 1st 2025.      
Meeting closed at 22.42.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
Glasdon leaflet
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