
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 2nd November 2021 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Steve Myers (SM) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
One member of the public

Councillor Steve Myers made his declaration of acceptance, witnessed and signed by the 

Clerk, before the commencement of the meeting.

1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from County Cllr Ian Corkin (IC) and Cllr Peter Goss (PG).  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall.  

MKB declared an interest in planning application 21/03066/OUT.  
3.  MINUTES (19.32)
The minutes of the meeting of 5th of October 2021 were approved and signed.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.33)
4.01
Flooding  - There was a lengthy discussion, during which the Chairman allowed comments by the member of the public present.  SC forwarded the riparian landowner email.  MKB has not had a response from IC.  SC was given the OCC toolkit by IC.  There has been no response from OCC regarding signs.  OCC provides sandbags in an emergency, but this may well be too late.  CDC do not provide them.  The cost of purchasing bags and sand to protect the width of a driveway (as an example) would be £50 approximately.  JB is willing to store materials if necessary.  An alternative system, plastic, inter-linking barriers, is suggested and discussed.  The cost of the barriers likely to be needed would be some £4,000.  However, they are durable, reusable and easy to deploy.  There is concern over the lack of a timeline for OCC actions to be carried out.  

As one of the councillors most involved with liaising with villagers over flooding issues ST raised specific issues.  He was dismayed at the lack of physical progress on mitigation measures.  Affected residents have been given no reason for optimism that they will not be flooded again and there must be high levels of anxiety whenever there is heavy rain.   The lack of communication from IC and OCC exacerbate this.  ST is concerned about the lack of feedback from OCC and others on issues such as approaches to riparian owners.  ST also pointed out apparent contradictions in advice and findings of people investigating the situation and implementing measures.  The original view that the watercourse from the Valley Rd culvert outlet needed cleaning and regrading for ten metres has now changed to just needing 50 – 75mm of light silt removal for around five metres, with a suggestion that the homeowners who were flooded complete the work.  It is difficult to see that the latter would make a material difference to flood risk.  The removal of the head wall in the watercourse, which was regarded as important earlier in the year, has now disappeared from the agenda of works.  There was also further discussion about the degree of fall in relation to the watercourse from the culvert outlet to the pumping station.  ST feels that the PC should commission an expert to make this measurement.  ST requested an urgent and thorough review of all matters relating to the flooding, with a report back before the next PC meeting so that this can be properly communicated to affected residents, and a regular update in future.    

Resolved (i) to carry the item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC is to liaise with the member of the public regarding the price of plastic barriers.  (iii) MKB is to talk to IC and Tony Brummell (TB) of CDC regarding communications and a timeline for OCC action. 

4.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  Still no response from SA.  VHMC still to respond regarding the cost of liability cover and the consequent effect on the amount saved.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  
4.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  There has been a meeting of Trustees and they are resolved to offer the spinney for sale in such a way as to meet the requirements of the Charities Commission for achieving an open market price.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii) SC is to register the spinney as a community asset.  
4.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  JB and MK obtained the location code and paperwork.  MK checked the visibility, and it is fine.  SC had the defibrillator suspended from use until issues were resolved.  A new contact has come forward, from Buckingham AED Projects.  He advises that the PC label the defibrillator itself with a return phone number in case it is removed by police or ambulance services.   
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) MK to label the defibrillator with SC’s number.  
4.05
Cross Tree bench  KG still has the new plaque.  

Resolved (i) KG is to give the new plaque to ST who will fit it to the bench.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.
4.06
HGV Traffic  Still no response from Lorraine Kelly (HS2 Fusion).  

Resolved (i) MKB to pursue matter.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.

4.07
Stable Close Bund Trees  PG has again spoken with the resident who felled the tree and they have agreed to plant a tree.    

Resolved this item should be on the June agenda so that the PC can check the progress of the planted tree.    
4.08
Stable Close grass area  The working party successfully cleared the land and removed the resulting rubble.  Some residents expressed their happiness with the work done.  The soil will need to be raked and seeded in March of next year.  The eventual plan is to remove the fence between this area and the main green and the fence between this area and the road will need repair.  This was a much harder task than envisaged and caution should be exercised in future as to the scope of voluntary working parties.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) to note the position regarding future working party planning.  
4.09
Paralympic Story  KG  has heard from organisers.  They are keen to involve the school and, given the situation with the village hall and covid, are likely to be in touch early in the new year.      

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (ii) MKB to talk to the school on this issue.  (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.10
Milestone  MKB now has permission to store the milestone from HS2 Heritage Consultants.  They have the GPS coordinates for relocation, though this may have to be as close as possible rather than precise as the landscape will be altered.     

Resolved (i) MKB to arrange collection of the milestone with JB.  (ii) the milestone to be stored at JB’s premises.  (iii) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
4.11
Overgrown paths  There has been no newsletter since the last meeting.  ST raises the matter of the gated road section which has a seriously overgrown hedge now.  

Resolved (i) To raise the issue of volunteers to help in the next newsletter.  (ii) SC to report gated road hedge on fix-my-street.  (iii)  ST to ask JD (grass cutting contractor) for a quote to cut both the gated road and the footpath section.  (iv) to carry forward to the next meeting.
4.12
Memorial Wreath  This has now been delivered so SC can pay the donation as agreed at the October meeting.  


Resolved this item can now be removed from the agenda.    

4.13
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB replied to the villagers email.  The British Horse Society have been in touch and discussions on how the PC can help are ongoing.

Resolved  MKB to carry on discussions.  (ii) to put this item on the next agenda.   

4.14
FOFSA power request   JB liaised with FOFSA who used the connection free of charge.  The event went well and raised funds for I pads for the school.  


Resolved  to remove this item from the agenda.     

4.15
Valley Rd bollards   SC reported these on fix-my-street.  They have been added to the minor civils list for action in the next financial year.    


Resolved  to put this item on the July 2022 agenda.  

 4.16
Request for minutes   MKB sent the resident his reports instead.      


Resolved  to remove this item from the agenda.       

 4.17
Meeting at pub   SC placed a disclaimer on the website.  The meeting was well attended.      


Resolved  to remove this item from the agenda.        

4.18
Footpath Warden   MKB has not been able to speak to a possible replacement.      


Resolved  to put this item on the next agenda.         

4.19
Old Banbury Rd hedge   SC reported these on fix-my-street.  They have been added to the vegetation list for action in the next financial year.    


Resolved  to put this item on the July 2022 agenda.       

4.20
Silent Soldier   The decision on placement was made under urgent business.  There was insufficient space to place it at the school, also there is no light at that point.  This year the soldier is beneath the Jubilee Tree.      


Resolved  to remove this item from the next agenda.       

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.20)

The monthly financial reports for October were presented. The internal controls for October were carried out. 
It was reported that there was £15,131.886 in the Treasurer Account and £3,324.66 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been received during October:

£11,267.50 from Groundwork (HS2 grant for village hall works)

£6,843.22 from HMRC (VAT refund)
The following had been paid out during October:

£481.14 to CDC – (running costs – dog bins)

£390.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£1,104.00 to Park End Construction – (donation expenditure and running costs – village hall)

£1,968.00 to Park End Construction – (donation expenditure and running costs – village hall)

£13,521.00 to Park End Construction – (grant expenditure – village hall)

£43.20 to Wel Medical c/o SC – (running costs – defibrillator pads)

£79.99 to Microsoft c/o SC – (general admin – subscriptions)

£28.30 to IJT Direct c/o SC – (running costs – ink)

£240.00 to Moore East Midland – (general admin – external audit)

£24.47 to e.on – (running costs – electricity and consumables)

£312.20 to SC (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary and expenses for Nov

   £312.20 
to be paid by standing order
Park End Construction – village hall work
£1,464.00
to be paid by cheque
e.on – electricity supply


     £24.47
paid as a regular payment

Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

The Grassman – October mowing

   £390.00
paid as a regular payment

Park End Construction – village hall work
   £900.00
to be paid by cheque

VHMC – share of mower costs

     £69.00
to be paid by bacs

The two Park End invoices have not been agreed with Groundwork yet so cannot be authorised.  The VHMC invoice is for an incorrect amount and will need to be altered.

The forthcoming charges for use of the Treasurer Account were discussed.  
Notification of a price increase has been received from e.on.  
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices with the exceptions detailed above.  (iii) SC is to apply to Natwest for a community account. (iv) to carry the matter of bank account changes forward to the next meeting.  (v) to continue with e.on as our supplier, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.43)
No requests.  Response to 21/03066/OUT and placement of silent soldier were decided under urgent business.

Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.45)

SC placed the disclaimer on the website.  SC notified Tingewick and Fringford PC’s of the complaint line number.  No public meeting was required.  A new report from the EA and other matters were discussed.  There is to be a quarry liaison meeting on the 9th, held at Newton Purcell village hall.  
Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) JB to correlate the data from her FOI request for the QL meeting.  (iii) to place the quarry liaison meeting on the December agenda.  
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.51)
MK and SM reported that they had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.  JB hopes that the village green status application has been accepted at the third attempt.  JB has heard nothing about whether the bid for a tree pack has been successful.  

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) JB to chase up news of the tree pack.
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.58)
There are new residents in the village and MK has delivered a welcome letter. 

Resolved to note the position.

10.  ARSON ATTACKS (22.00)

There is a brief discussion of the recent arson attacks in the village.  There is an ongoing police enquiry.  The village hall will be out of commission for some months as refurbishment and industrial cleaning will be required.
Resolved to note the position.

11.  APPOINTMENT OF AN INTERNAL AUDITOR (22.04)

SC has received confirmation from Elizabeth Cooper that she is happy to be internal auditor for the 2021/22 financial year.  
Resolved to remove this item from the agenda.  

12.  INTERNAL AUDIT ISSUES (22.05)

The PC considered the matter of a tax-free working from home allowance for the Clerk of £26pcm.

Resolved (i) To pay the Clerk the allowance from December 1st onwards, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
13.  CAROL SERVICE AND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (22.10)

The switching on of the lights and carol service is set for Friday December 10th.  The new headteacher of Finmere school, Mrs Law, is pleased to carry out the switching on ceremony.  The lights are in place and have been checked.

Resolved to remove this item from the agenda.
14.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS (22.11)
There will need to be consideration of this item over the coming months.  KG points out that it is vital that the village hall should be reopened in time to be used.  MKB suggests that the hall could be named as a tribute if the reopening is fairly close to the date.  ST points out that the VHMC would need to be consulted on that.  JB points out that if the PC are successful in bidding for a tree pack they could be planted as part of the Queen’s Canopy.  
Resolved (i) ST to talk to VHMC.  (ii) a newsletter consultation to be carried out on the issue.  (iii) to carry this item forward to the January agenda.    

15.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.15)
21/03066/OUT – land west of Chinalls Close, adjacent to Old Banbury Rd – outline for up to 30 dwellings and access – PC objected on planning grounds – comments submitted under urgent business

MW.0048/20 – land near landfill – further submissions to borrow pit application – PC has already objected to this application

21/02403/F – Copperstones, Mere Rd – single storey rear/side extensions, internal reconfiguration, garage conversion to annexe – permission subject to conditions

21/03360/F – Holly House, Mere Lane – amendments to existing dwelling including alterations to existing garage and first floor extension over – KG to address, taking SM as an introduction, SC to obtain an extension
Resolved to note the position.
16.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.20)
Correspondence for meeting – 

Notification of price increase from e.on. – see Section 5 above
Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
21/00526/CM – landfill – further info on extension of clay extraction area submitted – this will need to be on the December agenda

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda

Zero hour Oxfordshire support request – for information

CDC Section 106 request for 21/03066/OUT – if the application does go ahead the PC decides to ask for flood defences as the S106 provision.  Proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

Town and Country Planning Association introduction – for information

Parish Liaison Meeting invite – MKB to attend

20’s Plenty toolkit – for information

OALC October update – for information

Clean slate donation request – it is not possible to prove that this is of use to any particular resident

Usual reports

Resolved  to note the position.  

19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.36)
Vote of thanks  – MKB proposes a vote of thanks to JB for all the hard work she put in on the objections to the outline planning application, seconded KG, carried unanimously.              
Resolved To note the position. 

Borrow pit  – MKB has researched further information on the borrow pit application.  Due to the great depth there is a danger that leachate will be drawn from the surrounding ground into the pit.  The water in the pit will be pumped out, at the rate of some 5 million litres per day at peak times.  No watercourse is identified as a destination for all this water.  The only one nearby is that which runs from the pond to Valley Rd.  

Resolved To note the position.

Mere Lane Resurfacing  – MK explains that the top stretch of Mere Lane is to be resurfaced on Friday, apparently the residents have raised the money.  

Resolved To note the position.
Street light  – MK points out that the control box below the PC street light is hanging open following recent storms.  It will be necessary to have a working party to secure it.

Resolved To arrange a working party under urgent business if possible.

Donation for heating  – JB suggests that the PC should make a donation to the Church for the cost of the heating, there is normally a charge for users of £50 for a long session.

Resolved To discuss this at the next meeting under the financial report section. 
‘No HGV’ sign  – SM has had a discussion with a HGV driver who explained that the warning sign needed to be near the roundabout in order for drivers to be able to react to it, rather than at the side of the road where it is only visible once they have turned into the village.  

Resolved MKB is to raise this issue with Mike Wasley, OCC Highways.   

20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.46)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday December 7th.  Meeting closed at 22.47.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None   
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