
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th April 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Joanne Brooks (JB) (Acting Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
No other attendees.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair) and Steve Trice (ST).
At this point those present voted that JB should be Acting Chair for the meeting, proposed MK, seconded RB, carried unanimously.

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

JB declared an involvement in Section 4.2 – forestry management reporting and Section 18 – the concrete plant application.

3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 7th of March 2023 were approved with corrections.  

4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to share email trail from ST with Mike Geelan (MG), Sports Club Chair.  (iii) to accept the figure for grass cutting of £715.33 (10.4% inflation applied).  (iv) to wait for payment of the grass cutting fee until the end of May.           
4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  Further developments on this matter were discussed. Unfortunately, the forestry report (only one contractor replied and offered to give a quote) shows that many of the trees are suffering from ash die back and will need to be removed over the next few years and replaced with other species of tree. 

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) SC has insured the spinney but, as there are several hazards of machinery/wire/potholes, she will obtain warning signs.  (iii) Cllrs are still to ask resident about the provision of fencing on part of the boundary.  (iv) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site.  (v)  There is to be a volunteer clearing party on the Coronation Big Help Out day on Monday 8th May, to be put in a newsletter.  (vi) the contractor is to be engaged to deal with the sick trees, at a cost of approx. £550 + VAT per year for 5 years, a felling licence will be required.  (vii)  SC is to add the spinney to the asset register, with land registry details to follow.  (viii)  SC is to complete the registration process of the spinney as a village asset.     
4.03
Milestone  There has been no news on this matter.          

.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
4.04
VAS Sign  There is no more news.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
4.05
Leisure Equipment  The funding from Sport England does not apply.         


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) to place this matter in a newsletter, on the advice of Sport England, so that the village can confirm their desire for such equipment.  
4.06    Newsletter  No newsletter was produced.  
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter before the next meeting. 

4.07
Stones on Verge  The situation, after SC had again written to a householder and MKB had spoken with another householder, was discussed.      


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC to report issues to OCC at the end of the month if the stones are still present.  (iii) the matter of stones on the verge to be covered in the newsletter.  

4.08
Stable Close green space  The working party was a success.

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.    

4.09
Replacement tree for bund  A holly tree was successfully planted.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.    

4.10
Spring Clean  The form was returned and receipt acknowledged.  SC has sent all necessary forms to MKB. 


Resolved  (i)  to hold the event on Saturday April 15th at 10.am, meeting in the village hall carpark, or possibly at the Cross Tree.  (ii)  to put details of the event in the newsletter.  (iii) MK to liaise with a resident contact in order to place the event on the Facebook page.
4.11
Immunisation service info  This was placed on the web.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.    

4.12
Paralympic Project Birthday  These details were placed on the web.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.    

4.13
Filing cabinet  JB is to remove this from the meeting room.


Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

4.14
Church funding  No ideas were produced.  The BROC concert raised some £650, though this only covers one month’s shortfall.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) any ideas that come to mind are to be sent to Revd Alice Goodall as a suggestion.

4.15
PC Admin  SC obtained ink and upgraded the email storage capacity, see Section 5 below.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.10)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation for March 31st 2023 was agreed and signed.  The internal controls for March were carried out.  The schedule of regular payments for 2023/24 was agreed and signed.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.     
It was reported that there was £11, 281.66 in the Treasurer Account and £4,658.97 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following was received in March:
£241.00 from an anonymous donation toward the cost of coronation mugs
The following had been paid out during March:

£873.60 to Communicorps (S137 village benefit – coronation mugs)

£57.58 to ST (running costs – reimbursement of costs for fence posts)

£156.00 to OALC (general admin – subscriptions)

£45.00 to OPFA (general admin -  subscriptions)

£38.70 to JB (S137 village benefit – reimbursement of printing costs)

£39.97 to JB (S137 village benefit – reimbursement of Tuesday Teas costs)

£1,320.00 to John, Welch & Stammers (general admin – legal fees)

£97.74 to Bentham Ltd (running costs – ink)
£10.00 to HSBC (general admin – account charges)

£368.25 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£253.97 to CDC (running costs – dog bins)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £373.25 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for April to be paid by s/o) (this amount reflecting the rise in internet costs of £5pcm) – prop JB, seconded MK, carried unan
IJT Direct (c/o Bentham Ltd) - £97.74 (running costs – printer ink) – paid under u/b
One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

CDC - £253.97 (running costs – dog bins) – paid under schedule of regular payments
Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to agree the bank reconciliation.  (iii) to agree the schedule of regular payments.  (iv) to approve payment of invoices.     
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.24)
No S137 requests were received.  One invoice was decided under urgent business. 
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.25)

The site was discussed.  The quarry liaison meeting was not held.  There are issues with overtipping on Cell 11.  This is further from the village but any removal of material may cause odour problems again.  The EA are debating how to proceed.   
Resolved (i) To note the position.     
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.32)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.      
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  SC to chase up the ferreting of the field.               
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.35)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
10.  FLOODING (20.36)

The latest situation was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB is still to talk with riparian landowners when possible.  (iii) ST to arrange for Tony Brummell (CDC), to attend a visit by Andrew Morsley (flood control consultant) when possible.  (iv) A close eye to be kept on the state of gullies.  
11.  CORONATION PREPARATIONS (20.40)

Possible ways to commemorate the occasion were discussed. On Saturday there is likely to be a large screen showing of the actual Coronation in the village hall – refreshments to brought by attendees.  On Sunday there is to be a bring and share lunch between 12.30 and 5pm, to be held on the field if possible, followed by tea and cake in the later pm.  On Monday there will be a ‘Big Help Out’ event at the spinney with volunteers clearing undergrowth and ivy.   

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) to put details, including how residents can obtain mugs for their children, in the newsletter.   
12.  EV CHARGING POINTS (20.50)

Progress with the offer of fully funded charging point installation was discussed.   

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda until a further response from the company is received.  
13.  SPEEDING FROM THE ROUNDABOUT (20.51)

The problem of speeding into the village was discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC to chase up progress on inter-County cooperation.  
14.  PLAQUE CEREMONY (20.54)

The matter of placing the commemorative Jubilee plaque was discussed.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  to place the plaque on Sunday May 7th if possible.  (iii) to place this item in the newsletter.

15.  RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNTS FOR 2022/23 (20.55)

The receipts and payments account sheets were presented.
Resolved (i) to agree and sign these sheets, proposed RJB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.

16.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.01)

The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO. and concluded that she was doing a good job.

Resolved (i) to note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter.  (ii) to note that the Clerk/RFO is doing a good job.  

17.  REVIEW OF PROCEDURES, INTERNAL CONTROLS AND INTERNAL AUDIT RISK ASSESSMENT (21.05)

The PC carried out a full review of their procedures, the internal controls and the risk assessment for the internal audit.  This is an annual legal requirement which needs to be carried out each April.  
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The sheets, having been circulated previously, are agreed.  Proposed MK, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  

18.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.20)

MW.0037/23 – Finmere quarry – retrospective for retention of concrete plant, improvements, processing 

21/03066/OUT – Land west of Chinalls Close – outline permission for 30 dwellings – appeal lodged

Resolved  (i) MC to formulate comments on quarry application.  (ii) SC to obtain an extension from April 6th date if possible.  (iii) appeal to be included in newsletter and residents encouraged to make individual submissions.  (All previous submissions by the PC will stand).
19.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.30)
Correspondence for meeting
None.

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Voter ID requirement letter – for information, posted on web
OALC Green Day info -  for information
Parish Footpath Warden resignation – see below
Weight restriction scheme info – for information
School Immunisation info – for information, posted on web
Emergency Planning alert system info – for information, posted on web
Resident email about dog bin damage – see below
Parish Remuneration Panel’s Report – see below
Paralympic Project birthday reminder – for information, posted on web
OCC waste price info – see below
22/01645/OUT – land bordering Fulwell Rd – 5 dwellings – appeal lodged – see below
Cricket scheme info – for information
Request for cricket ground info – see below
OALC March update – for information
Victoria Prentis MP newsletter – for information
Temporary road closure notice – for information, posted on web
Flood warning – see below
Usual reports – for information

Resolved (i) to mention the vacant post of Parish Footpath Warden at the APM.  (ii)  RJB and ST to carry out a working party to fix the broken dog bin post.  (iii)  to put the Parish Remuneration Panel’s report on the May 2nd agenda.  (iv)  to accept the new pricing for dog bin emptying, proposed JB, seconded RJB, carried unanimously.  (v)  to put information about the Fulwell Rd appeal in the newsletter and to encourage individual submissions.  (vi)  JB to talk to ST about the possibility of another club using the field (Sports Club to be consulted before any proceedings).  (vii)  to report that there were no flooding issues in the village following the recent warning.  

20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.55)
Loss of pub  Unfortunately the pub is currently empty, Tim Ayling’s leaving do having been held last weekend.  The position of manager is being advertised by Fullers and there has been some activity.  

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  
21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.01)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 2nd, with the APM on Tuesday May 9th.        
Meeting closed at 22.02. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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