MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 1st November 2022 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Joanne Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham(RB) and Mike Kirby (MK).
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from the Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.33)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.

KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.  
3.  MINUTES (19.34)

The minutes of the meeting of 4th of October 2022 were approved with corrections.  

4.   QUARRY LIAISON MEETING (19.40)
Report from Village Representative.   In attendance were Tanya Weston (Operations Director, Opes), Matthew Case (OCC), Duncan Beaumont (EA), Adam Tobin (Rep. of Victoria Prentis MP), MKB (PC) and Barbara Cunningham (village representative).  

TW is a new Operations director in place at OPES.  She is still becoming acquainted with the site.  Cells 11B and 11C will be up to height within the next 2 to 3 months, when they will be joined together and capped, once a CQA has been obtained.  The target end of landfill operations is still 2024.  There are no new planning applications, and the application for the electricity generation has been withdrawn. 
The Environment Agency are conducting monthly inspections and the current “score” is believed to be a “E”, as there were computer problems no definitive report could be given.  There was no mention of the EA investigation into the actions of the previous operators and owners.  The EA are voicing a number of concerns over the excavation of the old railway cutting by HS2, which will take about 6 months.  Excavated material could be dumped at the side, partially re-used or eventually removed by lorry.  Sifting will be done on site.  BC raised the matter of odour, and the EA reply was that ‘there should be no problem as the waste is inert and test drilling has taken place.’  It is possible that this line will affect the site of the borrow pit.  Trevor Dixon (CDC Contaminated Land Officer) has made no comment.  The views of the PC have not been sought.  The EA are also challenging the Application by HS2 to excavate the Borrow pit.  

OCC are returning the latest submission for the borrow pit to HS2 for the third time, still seeking additional clarification.  Matthew Case reported that five applications from the previous owners of the landfill site have been amended and re-submitted.  

Resolved (i)   To note the report and offer co-operation to both the EA and OCC in their efforts.      

At this point, the PC considered Item 14 on the agenda, see below, and invited contributions from  the floor. 

5.  MATTERS ARISING (20.05)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The continued progress on this matter was discussed.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to continue to liaise with the Sports Club Chairman concerning the ongoing insurance situation.  (iii) MKB to continue to locate a surveyor to obtain a valuation of the pavilion with a local valuer.  (iv) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease, making sure that there is flexibility on the insurance issue in case of problems.  (v) the Clerk/RFO be instructed to increase the insured value of the Sports pavilion to £85,000 with immediate effect, pending the availability of an independent valuation by a suitably qualified professional.         
5.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process of completing the purchase is still ongoing.  


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  JB to obtain a quote for a Forestry Management Expert Report.  (The results of this report will be binding).  (iii) SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed. (iv)  JB to contact our solicitor to request an email/document indicating the amount to be transferred to their client account.  (v) Following the completion of (iv), The PC will arrange for the funds to be promptly transferred to the solicitor’s client account, using the Urgent Business procedure.  (vi) to note the presence of various items of machinery on the land to be acquired and to discuss their removal with the owner. 
5.03
Paralympic Story  .  The hall is booked for the whole day on November 4th.  This is for a film presentation which is being compiled from all the memories and memorabilia that have been provided by residents.          


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (ii) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.
5.04
Milestone  JB has still had no reply from the Milestone Society or OCC.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to chase a reply from OCC.    
5.05
‘No HGV’ sign placement  Nothing further has been heard.          
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting
5.06
VAS Sign  The spares from MKB’s garage do not offer a solution.  Other options are to be considered.

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting
5.07
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has not been able to make contact with Dave Catlin.        

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to place the posters out along the Fulwell Rd and near the 30mph sign on the roundabout approach if this is agreed by Dave Catlin OCC, who must approve the safety of any placement. (iii) MKB to ask for the help of the County Councillor. 
5.08
Clothing Bin Income  .There has been no response from CDC regarding the request for “money now”.
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting. 
5.09     Queen’s green canopy  The trees have not yet been registered.
JB and a member of the public will be conducting a winter “tidy up” on the trees on Thursday 3 November.  All PCs are invited.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting. (ii) to update the PC website to include pictures of the tree planting, the book of condolence and the proclamation.  (iii) to add a further page of Royal related photos to the website. 
5.10
Replacement Tree for Bund.  The tree was confirmed as being dead and the responsibility for its replacement lies with the PC.  MKB offered a walnut tree sapling as a possible replacement. 


Resolved (i) JB and RB to examine options for replacing the tree and report to the next meeting.
5.11
Leisure Equipment  There has been no reply from Tingewick regarding our query over adult play equipment. 


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.
5.12    Newsletter  A newsletter was distributed to all villagers.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  To send a further newsletter before the next meeting. 
5.13     Concerned resident.  The resident has been advised to contact our local MP.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.14      Words of Welcome These have now been put on the website.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.15
Cherwell Local Plan review  The PC discussed the Chairman’s report on the Briefing held  by CDC on 19 October.


Resolved (i) to note the contents of the report and await the consultation, expected on 14 December.

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.35)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for October were carried out. The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £49,826.92 in the Treasurer Account and £3,336.98 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
No income was received in October
The following had been paid out during October:

£8.00 to HSBC – (general administration – account charges)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£38.40 to Travis Perkins – (running costs – fence repair)

£480.00 to Moore East Midland – (General Administration – External Audit)

£508.80 to Cherwell District Council – (Running Costs – Dog Bins)
£28.89 to Npower – (Running Costs – electricity and consumables)

£195.00 to S W Services (Running Costs – Grass Cutting)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £343.45 (general admin - salary/expenses/allowances for Oct to be paid by standing order)
HSBC - £8.00 (general admin – bank charges for September)

Wel Medical – £244.74 (running costs – replacement battery)
Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

Npower - £28.89 (running costs – electricity)

SW Services - £195.00 (running costs – grass cutting)

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices. 
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.48)
No S137 requests had been received.  Payment of the invoice from Wel Medical for the replacement defibrillator battery was approved, subject to the lodgement of a warranty claim. 
Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.51)

There is still no odour problem.  The Quarry Liaison meeting was held (see Item 4).  A retrospective planning application is to be put in regarding the concrete plant.  The retrospective Concrete batching plant application is being addressed by OCC who have confirmed that the PC will be one of the consultees. 
Resolved (i) To note the position and await the planning application. 
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.00)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that there are still rabbit holes appearing.  The owner of the field north of the gated section of the road was not contacted due to an incorrect email address. This has now been rectified.
Resolved (i) SC is to contact the owner of the field north of the gated section of the road using the new email address and ask for permission to ferret that section.            
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.03)
A house has new residents in KG’s section of the village.  Another has occurred in MK’s section.          

Resolved (i) KG and MK to give the new residents a welcome letter.   
11.  FLOODING (21.05)

Work has taken place in and around the watercourse in the centre of the village.  MKB has notified both CDC and OCC to this effect and suggested that they arrange a visit with the landowner to confirm that these works are sufficient to allow the further work promised by OCC to take place.  MKB to also advise CDC that, with the refusal of the planning application in Fulwell Road, the suspension of any action in respect of the incorrectly culverted ditch in the application field may not be relevant, and that follow up action should be contemplated. 
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to continue liaising with the riparian owner on Water Stratford Rd.  (iii) MKB to prompt OCC and CDC in relation to the visit to the watercourse. (iv)  MKB to remind CDC that the planning permission refusal removed the need for the suspension of action in respect of the incorrectly culverted ditch (v) MKB to press the county Councillor for an answer regarding the criteria that would trigger the commissioning of a full, independent report by OCC. (vi) KG to arrange for Andrew Morsley to be prompted regarding his proposed visit.   
12.  MEMORIAL TO QUEEN ELIZABETH II (21.35)
There has been one suggestion in response to the newsletter item.  This was to rename the Village Hall.  This has already been discussed and rejected due to the level of administration that would be placed on the Village Hall Management Committee.    
Resolved (i) To await the conclusion of the purchase of the Spinney before making any recommendations.
13.  EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (21.40)
It was confirmed that there are no issues raised by the external auditors and that all procedures have been followed.
Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.

.
14.  CAROL SERVICE AND OUTDOOR CAROLS (19.55 - Considered after Item 4)
It was agreed that the licensee of the Red Lion should be invited to switch on the Christmas lights.  MC volunteered to act as a backup.
The topic was opened to the floor to discuss the Outdoor Carols.  Following the success of the “Fright Night” and the response from the community, the organisers volunteered to join with the PC in organising the event.  JB has already been making preparations. The additional assistance was gratefully accepted.  

Resolved (i) MKB to approach The Licensee of the Red Lion regarding the switch on of the Christmas lights (ii) JB to liaise with the “Fright Night” organisers over the Outdoor Carols, and provide copy for the next newsletter, scheduled for the end of November.  
15.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.45)
It was reported that there had been no new applications since the last meeting.
The following decisions have been made:-

· 22/02520/CM – Finmere Quarry – shallow water basin – approved.

· 22/02125/LB – Finmere House – withdrawn.

· 22/01645/OUT – Five houses off Fulwell Road – application refused.

· MW.0015/22 – land south of landfill – electricity generation – withdrawn
Resolved (i) to note the position. 
16.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.50)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
None

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
LGA Corporate Peer Challenge – date of Dec 1st 

OCC Vision Zero Summit invite – Nov 25th all day - on road safety 

Christmas light supplier info – for information

Email from SW Services quoting for clearing Old Banbury Rd verges in the sum of £390  
Wel Medical Investigation – A complaint has been raised about the early failure of our defibrillator battery (it was only 2 years old and should last for at least 4 years) and a case number has been allocated. (MK has been liaising with the area coordinator for SCAS)  

CDC Parish Liaison Meeting invite – November 17 

QEII Memorial Furniture leaflet – for information
OALC October update – for information
Usual reports

Resolved (i) To proceed with the clearance of the Old Banbury Rd verges, ST to coordinate.  (ii)  SC is to continue liaising with Wel Medical.  (iii)  Following advice from the area coordinator MK is to buy a sign indicating the defibrillator position.     
17.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.00)
Spinney trees JB has spoken to Ian Ossenton of CDC who indicated that a professionally acknowledged assessment of the trees would be necessary before any TPO proposals can be submitted.  JB has also obtained indications of costs from a qualifying supplier.  The PC agreed to approach HS2 to see if such activity was covered by their grant portfolio.  
First Aid course.    MC offered to look into the provision of both a refresher course for the defibrillator and a first aid course for the village.

Defibrillator.  MK informed the PC that our defibrillator was to be serviced and that he had obtained a temporary replacement to cover its absence.
Remembrance Day.  KG advised the PC that the commemorative soldier was now in place.
Resolved  (i) JB to contact HS2 to investigate grants for the spinney tree assessments.  (ii) MC is to investigate the provision of Defibrillator and First Aid courses. 
17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.14)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday December 6th 2022.    
Meeting closed at 22.15.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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