
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th June 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Jo Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public was in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from Cllr Marcia Clydesdale (MC), District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS) and District Councillor Grace Conway-Murray.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meetings of 7th and 14th of May 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the signed minutes of 7th on the web.  (ii)  The minutes of the APM on the 14th remain draft until formally approved at next year’s APM.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

No member of the public wished to speak. 

Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issue of the lease was discussed.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to contact the PC solicitor to chase up this matter.                 
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  Some more items have been removed.      

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) Quotes are to be obtained in the autumn for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iii)  There will need to be a felling licence in place for the plan.  (iv)  JB is to finish obtaining quotes for the refurbishment of the old play area land.  (v)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  Nothing further has been heard.        

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.04
Verge Issues  The issue was discussed.  OCC have visited the village and have been issuing enforcement notices to the relevant residents.    


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC may consider putting a report on the web concerning these issues.  (iii)  To discuss the matter further once OCC have finished with all notices.  (iv)  SC is to contact the owners of certain vehicles parked on the verge if they can be identified.  (v)  SC is to contact CDC regarding the possible breach of a planning application condition.  (vi)  SC is to obtain the land registry documents for a property in order to confirm the ownership of a certain area of verge.  

5.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to pursue the contact details of Andrew Vidovic’s replacement.  (iii)  SC is to send the request for sandbags to the person appointed in Andrew’s place.  (iv)  SC is to write to the riparian landowner concerning the funding now available for exploration works on their land.     

5.06
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.07
HS2 Timber    Nothing further heard.        


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.08
Worn Lines on the Road  No action has been carried out yet.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.09
Door to Door Sales  The signs are still at MKB’s.     

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The cold calling signs are to be put up at all entrances to the village as soon as possible.  
5.10
Spring Clean  The matter of when to schedule extra cleaning days was discussed.    

Resolved  (i) To put this item on the July agenda in order to set a date for a cleaning day in September.

5.11
Street Light Bulb  A refund has been promised by the electricity company.  The bills are now much reduced.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
5.12
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.13
HS2 Funding for Car Park fence posts  The PC is awaiting MC’s report on suitable fencing types for the play area and costings.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.14
Review of Assets  Those councillors who had completed their sheets returned them to SC.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.15
Speeding  The matter of speeding on Old Banbury Road was raised at the APM.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to speak to Ian Corkin (IC), County Councillor, regarding the feasibility of speed bumps or other calming measures.
5.16
Tipping on Landfill  The matter of continued tipping was raised at the APM.  It has been confirmed that the material being tipped is soil, in preparation for the imminent capping of Cell 12.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.12)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for May were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £19,078.19 in the Treasurer Account and £5,239.23 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during May:

£1,253.08 from HMRC – VAT refund

The following had been paid out during May:

£48.00 to OALC (Gen Admin – training)
£267.70 to CDC (Running costs – dog bin emptying)

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£476.75 to IJT Direct (c/o SC) (Capital exp – laptop/Running costs – ink)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£145.00 to Life Education Essex (S137 – donation to school education charity)

£75.00 to Magena Services (Running costs – computer maintenance)

£1,050.26 to Clear Insurance (General Admin – insurance)

£402.85 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for June to be paid by s/o) 
Life Education Essex - £145.00 – (S137 - donation) (as agreed at the May meeting)
Magena Services - £75 – (Running costs - computer maint) (as agreed at the May meeting)

SW Services - £480.00 – (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting) – (as agreed at the May meeting)
Clear Insurance - £1050.26 – (General Admin – insurance) – as agreed at the May meeting)

One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

Eugenia Skelly - £233.30 – (General Admin – internal audit)
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed KG, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  (iii) to sign a revised Schedule of Regular Payments for 2024/25, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.      
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.24)
There had been no requests for S137.  No urgent business had been carried out.

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.25)

The only update is that Cell 12 is nearly full and will soon be capped.  There is still no arranged quarry liaison meeting.  

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.28)
ST has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.              
Resolved (i) MC is still to report on the costs and type of fencing provided in other villages in order to decide on the most suitable. 
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.31)
There are no new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) To note the position.    
11.  80th D DAY CELEBRATIONS  (20.32)

The arrangements were discussed.  There have been lots of willing volunteers and now it just remains to put all the plans into action.  Details of the event are on posters and on the PC website.  

Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
12.  PUBLIC ACCESS AND RIGHTS OF WAY (20.37)

The situation of a gate having been placed in a fence bordering the spinney was discussed.
Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to write to the fence owner and request the removal of the gate.

13.  INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT & COMPLETION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT 2023/24 (20.50)
The internal audit has been completed and passed and the report was discussed.  The Annual Governance and Accountability Return was addressed.  The notice of public rights has been placed on the website and noticeboards.
Resolved (i) The PC will look at having two councillors responsible for all large issues (ie HS2/the Landfill) over the coming weeks.  (ii)  If the pavilion lease is not signed soon then a memorandum will be put in place for the meantime.  (iii)  The PC will continue to produce at least four newsletters per year.  (iv)  The minutes acceptance will be recorded as a vote from now on.  (v)  The PC will sign up to a new accounts package.  (vi)  Cllrs will not represent organisations and ask for funding in future.  (vii)  The new model financial regulations will be on the agenda for adoption in July.  (viii)  The Clerk will undergo HMRC training.  (ix)  The PC certifies that it wishes to return an exemption certificate for the accounting year 2023/24, proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (x)  The PC accepts the accounting statements section of the AGAR, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (xi)  SC is to return the exemption certificate to the external auditors.  (xii)  SC is to place all the necessary documentation on the web.  
14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.10) 
24/00548/LB – Mere House, Mere Road – replacement of 7 windows (amended from 9) – application has been permitted

24/01078/OUT – Land west of Chinalls – erection of 10 dwellings – the PC has objected to the development on planning grounds

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  

15.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.12)
Correspondence for meeting
None

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

MW.0110/22 – Opes MRF – shallow surface water basins – application permitted – see (i) below
Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Notice of completion of Fulwell Rd works – for information

Local Nature Recovery Strategy news – for information

Oxfordshire’s Council Charter – for information

News of upcoming consultation on OCC Flood Risk Management Strategy – for information

East Cherwell Rural Community Forum invite – see (ii) below

Notice of online launch of Paralympic Virtual Museum – for information

Smoke Free Community initiative news – see (iii) below

Crime bulletin – for information

Road Safety Partnership offer – see (iv) below

London Oxford Airport consultation on airspace changes – for information

Thank you from Life Education Essex – see (v) below

Invitation to Licensing Service from Revd Alice Goodall – see (vi) below

New bus service information – see (vii) below

OALC May update – for information

Parish Liaison Meeting invite – June 12th evening – see (viii) below

Usual reports

Resolved (i) The planning application is to be put on the July agenda.  (ii)  Nobody is able to attend the rural community forum.  (iii)  The PC will not participate in the initiative.  (iv)  The PC feels the road safety partnership is far too expensive.  (v)  To note the position.  (vi)  Someone will represent the PC if possible.  (vii)  The PC welcomes this new service.  SC has already placed this news on the web.  (viii)  SC is to book a place for MKB.

16.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.20)
No items of interest were raised.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

(Item 5.05 was now discussed)

17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.43)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday July 2nd.        
MK apologises for the July 2nd meeting.

Meeting closed at 21.44. 
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None 
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