
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 2nd July 2024 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Jo Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
One member of the public was in attendance.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Kirby (MK), Cllr Steve Trice (ST) and District Councillor Nigel Simpson (NS).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 4th of June 2024 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

The member of the public present spoke on behalf of the Village Hall and Playing Field Committee.  The committee would like to offer a donation of £1,900 to the PC as a thank you for all the hard work the PC is doing on behalf of the village in organising village events. 

Resolved  (i) The PC is happy to accept the donation, proposed MKB, seconded JB.  
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issue of the lease was discussed.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  MKB to continue chasing the PC solicitor on this matter.                 
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) Quotes are to be obtained in the autumn for making an action plan to put into practice the management plan provided by HS2.  (iii)  There will need to be a felling licence in place for the plan.  (iv)  JB is to pursue more quotes for the refurbishment of the old play area land.  (v)  JB is to circulate the quotes already received, which seem very high.  (vi)  At a point in the future the management and action plans will be explained in a newsletter.       
5.03
VAS Sign  Nothing further has been heard.        

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.04
Verge Issues  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC may consider putting a report on the web concerning these issues in future.  (iii)  To discuss that further once OCC have finished with all notices.  (iv)  SC is to write to some residents concerning their driveway.  (v)  SC is to check with residents concerning any further parking problems.    

5.05
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to pass relevant emails concerning ongoing works to ST for his consideration.  (iii)  the PC is to continue liaising with Tony Brummell (CDC) and through him with OCC concerning riparian landowner duties.  (iv)  SC is to continue to pursue the contact details of Andrew Vidovic’s replacement.  (v)  SC is to send the request for sandbags to the person appointed in Andrew’s place.       

5.06
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing heard.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.07
HS2 Timber    Nothing further heard as the person concerned is on holiday.        


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.08
Worn Lines on the Road  No action has been carried out yet.


Resolved (i) to put this item on the April 2025 agenda in order to check that it has been completed during this current financial year as promised.    
5.09
Door to Door Sales  The signs are still at MKB’s.     

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The cold calling signs are to be put up at all entrances to the village as soon as possible.  
5.10
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.11
HS2 Funding for Car Park fence posts  MC confirms that someone is visiting the village on Saturday to advise on the most suitable type of fencing for the specific needs of the play area and also on the best height to choose.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda and change the name to HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area Fencing.  (ii) Quotes are to be obtained for both metal and wood fencing of a suitable type.
5.12
Review of Assets  Those councillors who had now completed their sheets returned them to SC.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.13
Speeding  MKB has still not heard from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.14
80th D Day Celebrations  The event went very well and was well attended.  Many villagers praised the organisation.  Some £1,100 was raised.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The monies donated are to be shared between the Church (60%) and the Royal British Legion (40%), proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (iii)  The D Day event is to be covered by an article in the next newsletter, thanking those who brought memorabilia along.  (iv)  the PC will look to repeat the memorabilia display at next years 80th VE Day celebrations which are to be held on Thursday May 8th, as many said they did not have time to do it justice.
5.15
Public Access and Rights of Way  The matter of access to PC land was discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to write again in stronger terms to a resident concerning this issue.  (iii)  JB is to check first into all the details with Mixbury Trust.
5.16
Parish Liaison Meeting  MKB raised the issue of the failure to deal with flooding issues after recent events.  This point had lots of support from other parishes who also suffered many flooded properties.  


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.45)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation was presented.  The internal controls for June were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.         
It was reported that there was £18,383.84 in the Treasurer Account and £5,266.04 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during June:

£185.20 from the Sports Association – Insurance quarterly payment

£158.80 from Npower – refund on cost of street lighting

The following had been paid out during June:

£233.30 to Eugenia Skelly (Gen Admin – Internal Audit)

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£317.05 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances) with £85.80 to be paid to HMRC when direct debit is in operation
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £402.85 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for July to be paid by s/o) 
SW Services - £480.00 – (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting) 
Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

£35.94 to Land Registry (c/o SC) – (Gen Admin – purchase of deeds)

£703.00 to River Thame Conservation Trust – (Gen Admin – flooding survey)

£134.00 to D Day event organisation (c/o JB) – (S137 – village benefit)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (iii) to put the assignment of issues to two named councillors on the September agenda.  (iv)  to put the setting up of a memorandum regarding the administration of the pavilion on the January 2025 agenda, in case it is still required.       
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.08)
There had been no requests for S137.  The direct debit to HMRC was set up under urgent business.
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.10)

MKB has had a meeting with the owner of the site.  The matters covered were discussed.

Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  There is to be an annual meeting with the site owner going forward.
 9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.20)
MC has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.              
Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  The play area fence will be discussed as part of agenda item 5.11 in future with the item renamed.   
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.24)
There are new residents this month.             

Resolved (i) Cllrs are to deliver a welcome letter.    
11.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY  (21.25)

The PC considered the hours worked by the Clerk in the last quarter.

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.

12.  FINANCIAL REGULATIONS (21.30)

The new financial regulations were read through and decisions made on all optional sections regarding amounts to be set or consultees to be determined.  
Resolved (i) To adopt the new regulations, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to place the new regulations on the web.
13.  SPRING CLEAN (21.50)
The possible dates for an extra cleaning day in the autumn were discussed.  

Resolved (i) The PC will hold an Autumn Clean on Saturday September 14th, proposed JB, seconded MKB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to liaise with CDC over equipment and also with OCC over sign cleaning equipment.  (iii)  This day will need to be publicised in a newsletter.

14.  BUND INSPECTION (21.55)

The PC discussed possible dates for a working party to inspect the bund and clear away any ivy, dead branches etc.

Resolved  (i)  The PC will hold a working party on Saturday October 5th.  (ii)  A biannual inspection of the bund is to be put on the appropriate July agendas going forward.

15.  TALKING TABLES (22.00)

MC reported at length on the tables she had been able to visit.  There were a lot of people present with 8 or 9 to a table so it was difficult to make any in depth questioning.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to check with the insurance company as to how regularly spot checks need to be carried out on the play area.  (ii)  JB is to take a picture of the milestone for the Milestone Society.  

16.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.14) 
MW.0110/22 – Opes – Landfill – shallow water basin formation – application permitted

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  

17.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.15)
Correspondence for meeting
None

Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Resignation email of Hugo Brown, RBL area representative.  SC had replied thanking him for all his help over the years

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Marie Curie request for funds

Domestic Abuse appeal

Climate adaptation meeting invite

Paralympics invite

Parish Ethos road safety meeting invite

Community conversation on climate invite

Solar lighting information

Oxford street traffic consultation

OALC AGM invite

OALC update June 2024 

News of planning for Heyford

Flood consultation information

Digital infrastructure information

VE Day 80 information

Wel Medical information leaflet

Usual reports

Resolved (i) MC is to investigate whether the domestic abuse appeal would directly benefit the village and therefore be eligible for S137 money.  (ii)  MKB is to check the flood consultation information.  (iii)  VE Day 80 is to be an agenda item in September in order to start planning for next May.  (iv) to note the position on all other items.
18.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.25)
Parties at Village Hall – a resident had asked why no parties are held at the village hall.  The member of the public present explained that there had been problems in the past with damage, inadequate cleaning and also with noise complaints from villagers as the hall is in a residential setting, not many parties want to stop at 11pm.  There are exceptions for certain local functions.

Tree Damage – the Platinum Jubilee Tree has been badly damaged.  The suggestion had been made that CCTV around the hall may have helped.  The member of the public present explains that the costs of CCTV were looked into and found to be prohibitive.  As the tree is obscured by the pavilion the perpetrators would probably not have been picked up by a hall camera anyway.

Newsletter – it is felt that it is time for a newsletter. 
Large pothole – a very large pothole has opened up in the layby in Mere Rd.
A421 Diversion – MKB wonders if the bridge that is being built during this diversion is indeed to be the permanent bridge, it is so large and solid.

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii)  MKB is to produce a newsletter with items on the D Day 80 celebrations, the EA grant of money to the hall, the upcoming fete, the Autumn Clean.  (iii)  MKB is to submit a report on the pothole to fix-my-street, with photos.

(Item 5.05 was now discussed)

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.59)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday September 3rd.          
Meeting closed at 23.00. 
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
Clerks and Councils Direct July 2024 

Elan City speed sign leaflets 
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