
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th September 2021 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG), Joanne Brooks (JB) Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) and two members of the public
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
No apologies were received.  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)
The minutes of the meeting of 20th of July 2021 were approved and signed.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
At this point item 4.08 was considered first so that IC could be free to visit another meeting.
4.01
20mph Speed Limit  IC has explained that zones are being trialled as a council policy.  If this is adopted there will be a provision for shared consultation costs, so it is best to wait for the trial result. 


Resolved (i) to wait for outcome of OCC trial.  (ii) SC to confirm with OCC that speed survey results will still be valid if and when policy is enacted.  
4.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  Insurance quote received from BHIB.  

Resolved (i) SC to circulate quote to VHMC and SA for cover to be checked.  (ii) Consultation to be held with VHMC and SA, when possible, on inclusion of insurance by PC in leases. (iii) to carry item forward to next meeting.

4.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The Trustees have not updated JB on their meeting.  They are to meet with their land agent again soon.  

Resolved to carry item forward to next meeting when more information should be available.
4.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  No action to date.  Pads expiring on September 30th.  
Resolved (i) JB to approach an alternative contractor.  (ii) MK to replace pads with spare pads before September 30th.  (iii) SC to order new spare pads.  (cost - £36, proposed MKB, seconded PG, carried unanimously). (iv) carry forward to next meeting.

4.05
Cross Tree bench  Covid restrictions now lifted.  Arrangements agreed for fitting.

Resolved (i) A working party on Sunday September 19th at 10am to install the bench (MK to collect postcrete/MKB to bring bench and metal fixings) (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.
4.06
HGV Traffic  Still no response from Lorraine Kelly (HS2 Fusion) after six weeks.  

Resolved (i)  MKB to pursue matter.  (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.

4.07
Stable Close Bund Trees  PG has spoken with the residents. The matter of the replacement for the felled tree is outstanding.

Resolved  To look into this replacement.  
4.08
Flooding  Substantial debate.  IC confirms that the level of flooding experienced was not sufficient to trigger a full investigation.  The promised works are still on the programme of works.  Anglia Water (AW) has cleared the blocked pipe from Mere Rd to the ditch.  An officer of OCC has offered to supervise a digger driver, for which MKB offers to pay, in the regrading of the first 10m of the stream, which he believes will help the situation.  This work will need to be coordinated with the clearing of the gullies; IC will assist.  OCC will shortly be approaching the riparian landowner concerning the widening of the 6’’ pipe into the pond under Fulwell Rd.  Other works on the pond and the surrounding land may be necessary in future.  

Resolved (i) the PC will continue to watch for OCC agreed works being carried out and seek clarification on timing if possible.  (ii) The PC will attempt to clarify for all parties the responsibility for the Mere Rd to the stream pipework in case of further problems.  (iii)   The PC will continue to liaise with IC/OCC over riparian landowner discussions.  (iv)  To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  


IC then left the meeting.

4.09
Stable Close grass area  No action taken.

Resolved to carry forward to the next meeting when a working party date in October will be decided.

4.10
Paralympic Story  The fete was a success, with more than £2k raised.  The Paralympic Story stall was well attended and successful.  

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (ii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.11
Milestone  MKB has been told that all are aware of the stone and it is in a safe place.  

Resolved MKB to contact HS2 and arrange collection of the stone for storage by the PC.
4.12
Road repairs  The repair has been carried out but the road edge is still not in a good state.  


Resolved No further action.  
5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.20)

The monthly financial reports for July and August were presented. 

It was reported that there was £6,126.54 in the Treasurer Account and £4,824.54 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid out during July:

£901.40 to RT Machinery – (running costs – mower servicing)

£390.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)
£23.07 to e.on – (running costs – electricity)

£108.00 to Play Inspection Company – (running costs – play area inspection)

£312.20 to SC (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The following had been received during August:

£18,028.00 from Groundwork (HS2 grant for village hall works)

£13, 521.00 from Groundwork (HS2 grant for village hall works)

The following had been paid out during August:

£585.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£21,633.60 to Park End Construction – (running costs – village hall works)

££16,225.20 to Park End Construction – (running costs – village hall works)

£312.20 to SC (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The internal control procedures were carried out.  SC gave JB all the statements and invoices/remittances for the year to August 31 to check as well as the Aug 31st VAT claim.  
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary and expenses for Aug/Sept
£312.20 x 2
paid/to be paid by standing order
The Grassman – July mowing


£585.00
paid as a regular payment

Park End Construction


£21,633.60
agreed under urgent business
Park End Construction


£16,225.20
agreed under urgent business

Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

The Grassman – August mowing

£390.00
paid as a regular payment

Silverstone Roofing – village hall

£4,620.00
to be agreed

RJB Electrical Contracting Ltd

£5,980.80
to be agreed

SC pointed out that black toner may be required shortly but that this can be ordered and agreed under urgent business if required.

The further payment from Groundwork of the HS2 grant money should be in the account in the next day or so.  If necessary, SC will transfer money from the Money Manager account to cover costs.

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of all invoices.
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.38)
No requests.  Invoices (Section 5 above) agreed, and planning applications (Section 14 below) circulated under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.39)
The Chairman has submitted a response to the EA updates.  The planning meeting to consider the 6 outstanding planning/variation of permission applications has been delayed.  The new owners have submitted a plan to the EA on odour control.  IC has informed the PC that OCC are monitoring the situation closely and suggested keeping contact with Victoria Prentis MP (VP) going forward. 

Resolved to note the position.
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.50)
PG reported that he had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.  JB has again been asked to resubmit the village green status application.  JB has ordered a tree pack from the Woodlands Trust (including Oaks and Ash).  JB suggests that, if our bid is successful, these could be planted as part of the ‘Queen’s Green Canopy’ next year as part of the Jubilee celebrations.  The tree beside the bench has been lost and will need replacing.  The tree plaque has been damaged by strimming. 
Resolved to use one of the tree pack (if obtained) to replace the bench tree.  To obtain a more robust sign (JB to retain the old sign so that similar wording can be reproduced).
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (22.00)
None were reported.  

Resolved to note the position.

10.  APPOINTMENT OF AN INTERNAL AUDITOR (22.02)

The PC needs to appoint an internal auditor for the 2021/22 financial year.  
Resolved to appoint Elizabeth Cooper as the IA for this year, SC to contact her and request a letter of engagement.  
11.  EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (22.04)
The report has not yet arrived.  The reports have been late in recent years.  It should be posted on the notice boards and web by September 30th if it arrives.  

Resolved (i)  SC to post the report as soon as it arrives (prop MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously).  (ii) To consider the report at the October meeting.
12.  VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR (22.05)

No election has been requested so the PC are free to co-opt until November.

Resolved (i) to advertise the vacancy in a newsletter.  (ii) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
13.  INTERNAL AUDIT ISSUES (22.08)

The PC considered the list of issues raised by the last Internal Audit.  PG agreed formally to receive the summons electronically.  The governance review schedule had been compiled and circulated by SC.  

Resolved (i) to minute PG’s decision formally to comply with the Internal Audit requirements.  (ii) To adopt the governance review schedule as circulated (prop MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously).  (iii) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.10)
21/02111/F – Sycamore House, Fulwell Rd – demolition of existing conservatory and erection of replacement single storey rear extension – the PC made no objection

21/02396/F – 16 Valley Road – retrospective single storey rear extension – the PC made no objection

Both these applications have now received permission subject to conditions.  

Resolved to note the position and publish it on the next agenda.
15.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.12)
Correspondence for meeting –
E.on letter – detailing price rises – prices rising across board.

Resolved No supplier change needed.

HSBC letter – detailing introduction of charges for PC account – SC circulated a list of alternatives – it is felt that most banks are moving toward charging.

Resolved (i) MKB to ask other PC’s in his District Council area about their arrangements.  (ii) SC to investigate possible alternatives on SLCC forum.  (iii) To place this item on the next agenda.
Emails printed 
Resident highlighting overgrown paths – the path beside the old Barrick House has since been cleared.  The bridleway from the gated road to the main road near Hill Leys is very overgrown.  The gated road is also becoming very overgrown.
Resolved (i) To have JD strim the Barrick House footpath in future.  (ii) SC to investigate the responsibility for the bridleway under fix-my-street.  (iii) MKB to investigate the cost of having the gated road flailed.
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered – as reported above
Oxfordshire Plan meeting invite – none able to attend

Platinum Jubilee Celebration News  - from Lord Lieutenant 

Resolved to put this on the November agenda.

Community Governance Review – information, deadline Sept 17th 

Road Closures – various notices put on Facebook and web

OALC July and August updates – for information
Poppy Appeal Catalogue – information on wreaths

Resolved (i) SC to order the normal circular wreath.  (ii) To place this item on the next agenda.

Parking Changes – news of private enforcement of Cherwell area parking.

Resolved to note the position.

Ox-Cam ARC – news of consultation – for information

Bus Services – news of consultation – for information

Usual reports – for information

16.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.36)
No items were raised.

17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.37)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday October 5th.   Meeting closed at 22.38.
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