
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 20th July 2021 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST) and Joanne Brooks (JB) 
In attendance:- 
District Councillor Patrick Clarke (PC) and two members of the public
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillor Peter Goss (PG) and Sharron Chalcraft (SC) 

(Parish Clerk and RFO)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.33)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall and the two planning applications which he has submitted.

3.  MINUTES (19.34)
The minutes of the meeting of 22nd of June 2021 were approved and signed.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
4.01
20mph Speed Limit  Thorough debate expressing a variety of opinions.  The report from OCC Highways indicates that Old Banbury Road will require traffic calming measures whereas the remaining four roads will not.  This latter option is likely to cost in excess of £5,000 whilst that for Old Banbury Road will be considerably more.  The availability of funding to assist with either of these options now seems to be much less likely.

Resolved to investigate what funding is now available before making any decisions.
4.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  Village Hall and PC insurance details received.  Awaiting details of the Sports Association insurance details before investigating the costs of an all-embracing policy.


Resolved (i) to ask the Clerk to pursue with the Sports Association (ii) to carry item forward to next meeting.

4.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The TPO is now active.  The Trustees are meeting 20th July.


Resolved to carry item forward to next meeting when more information should be available.
4.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  No action to date.  Action expected in near future.

Resolved to carry forward to next meeting.

4.05
Cross Tree bench  No action to date due to Covid restrictions.  PC advised the ground to be dug is primarily hardcore.

Resolved (i) to form a small working party in September to install the bench and (ii) to carry forward to the next meeting.
4.06
Empty lot opposite Red Lion  The owner of the site addressed the PC, acknowledged that the site was untidy and assured them that the site would be tidied up by the end of this year as part of the construction of the permitted dwellings.  He intends to take occupation in early 2022.


Resolved to note the comments.

4.07
HGV Traffic  Still no response from the HS2 Fusion contact.


Resolved to carry forward to the next meeting.

4.08
Stable Close Bund Trees  PG is still liaising with the residents.


Resolved to carry forward to the next meeting.

4.09
Flooding  There was substantial debate which highlighted a lack of clarity over the responsibility for the actions that needed to be taken, and there was dismay expressed by some present over the lack of progress in the actions identified by the drainage expert, some five months ago.  Anglian Water are to attend and perform work on the surface and foul water pipes from Mere Road to the brook.  Concern expressed about the lack of any meaningful progress in other areas.  Further concern expressed over the foul water pipework in Mere Road.  


A member of the public requested that ST should be acknowledged in the minutes for his helpfulness.


Resolved (i) the Chairman to approach the County Councillor to seek clarity over what works are required and whose responsibility they will be (ii) the Chairman to approach Anglian Water to raise the issue over the foul water pipes in Mere Road.

4.10
Stable Close grass area  No action.

Resolved to carry forward to the next meeting.

4.11
Photos for web  These have been supplied and installed on the website home page.

No further action

4.12
External Audit  All processes have been completed within the timetable.  We await their report.

Resolved to consider the External Audit Report at the next meeting.

4.13
Paralympic Story  A revised date for the fete has been confirmed – August 29th.  KG to pass the information to the Paralympic Project.

Resolved to confirm and review at the next meeting.
4.14
Milestone  MKB has not yet had any further information from HS2.


Resolved MKB to prompt HS2 for the extra information.

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.05)

The quarterly financial report was presented. 

It was reported that there was £15,068.21 in the Treasurer Account and £4,824.54 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The transactions for April and May are reported in previous minutes.  

The following had been received during June:

£600.00 from Finmere Sports Club – grass cutting contribution

The following had been paid out during June:

£55.00 to Community First – (general admin – subscriptions)

£390.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£840.00 to CDC – (running costs – building regulations)

£26.75 to SC – (general admin – postage refund)

£600 to OCC – (general admin – speed tests)

£276.75 to Elizabeth Cooper – (general admin – internal audit)

£312.20 to SC (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The bank reconciliation for June 30th was presented.
The internal control procedures were carried forward as SC was self-isolating and unable to provide JB with copies of the bank statements of the Treasurer Account.
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary and expenses for July 

£312.20
to be paid by standing order
The Grassman – June mowing

£390.00
paid as a regular payment

Play Inspection Co – play area inspection
£108.00
to be agreed
One invoice had arrived after the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

E.on – electricity supply


£23.07

paid as a regular payment

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports and to authorise the Chairman to sign the bank reconciliation and (ii) to approve payment of all four invoices

6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.10)
Nothing to report.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.11)
The Chairman reported that he was preparing a response to the two EA updates.  The Council heard that a resident was investigating an alternative approach involving the Environmental Protection departments of the County and/or District Councils.

Councillors asked about the apparent importation of sand and gravel to the site in support of the Ready-mix concrete operation.

Resolved to (i) note the position with respect to the EA response and the alternative approach and (ii) investigate the relevant planning implications concerning the importation of sand and gravel to the site.

8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.18)
MKB reported that he had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.  Rabbits are still in abundance, and the PC discussed allowing the shooting of rabbits.

Resolved to not allow the shooting of rabbits on the playing field.

9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.21)
MKB reported a new occupant in a house in Mere Road.  

Resolved that MK would deliver a ‘welcome pack’.

10.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY/APPRAISAL (21.23)

The Clerk/RFO had submitted a report of the hours worked in the last quarter.

The PC briefly discussed the performance of the Clerk/RFO and immediately concluded that it was outstanding.

Resolved to (i) note the hours worked by the Clerk/RFO in the past quarter and (ii) thank the Clerk/RFO for all of her efforts.

11.  VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR (21.27)
The PC were informed that a vacancy notice had been posted and CDC Democratic Services had been notified in accordance with process.  We have to wait until 23rd July to see if 10 local residents have requested an election.  If that is not the case, the PC may co-opt at any time until November.

Resolved to (i) note the position and (ii) reconsider the issue at the September meeting.

12.  INTERNAL AUDIT ISSUES (21.32)

The PC considered the list of issues raised by the last Internal Audit.  Of those outstanding, the PC considered the issue of formally agreeing to receive the summons electronically.  

All Parish Councillors present formally agreed to receive the summons electronically.

Resolved to minute the decision formally to comply with the Internal Audit requirements.
13.  ROAD REPAIRS (21.37)
MKB requested the names of areas of Finmere where road repairs are considered to be necessary.  

Resolved to notify OCC that the eastern side of Valley Road was in need of significant repair.

14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.40)
21/01484/F – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – install reclaimed driveway gates and posts - permission subject to conditions

21/01208/LB – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – renovate utility room roof/construct new internal wall/fit internal door/install new window/renew rotten window and brick arch/make good brickwork/install cast iron guttering/install gas boiler and hot water tank/pave terrace – permission subject to conditions
Resolved to note the position.
15.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.42)
Correspondence for meeting – None

Emails printed – None

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on the agenda
Ability bus service information – put on web and Facebook

Parish Liaison meeting report – for information

Gigaclear road closure report – put on web and Facebook

Thank you from Barbara for our letter of thanks – for information

21/02111/F – Sycamore House, Fulwell Rd – demolition of existing conservatory and erection of replacement single storey rear extension – this will need to be on the September agenda

CDC Community Involvement consultation – put on web and Facebook

Building beautiful places webinar invite – for any able to attend

CPRE invite to zoom meeting on the Oxfordshire 2050 plan – for any able to attend

OALC June update – for information

Usual reports

Resolved to note the position.

16.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.43)
No items were raised.

17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.44)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday September 7th.        
Meeting closed at 21.55.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 


None 
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