
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 5th December 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
No apologies were received.    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG confirmed that she would leave the meeting for the flooding item.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 7th of November 2023 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

One member of the public present explained that he had recently had a thermal imaging survey carried out on his house.  This had been very helpful in identifying ‘thin patches’ in the cavity wall insulation among other things.  It is recommended for any house older than 20 years and costs about £45 for a typical detached property.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.
5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.36)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  (this item was discussed at the end of the meeting as it was felt best to finish other business first)  MKB had attended the Sports Club AGM on the invitation of the Sports Club.  A considerable discussion took place.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii)  SC to check what powers could be used, including S137, to give a grant to the club for equipment, see below in Section 7.  (iii)  MKB is to insist that the grass cutting payment should be as high next year as this year (£737.36), with the lower of a CPI inflation rate or 5% increase each year after that.  (iv)  The payments for grass cutting are to be made quarterly in January, April, July and October, on the first of the month.  (v) The payments for insurance are to be made quarterly in March, June, September and December, on the first of the month.  (vi)  If any payments are missed then the whole amount will become due.              
5.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.  Some more items have been removed.  Residents have confirmed that they will fence the edge of their land.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site.  (iii)  Documents are to be re-signed now that they have arrived, by MKB and JB,  (there will be a limited land registry title due to overage issues).       
5.03
VAS Sign  No more has been heard on this matter.    

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.04
Leisure Equipment  This has now been included in a newsletter.  There has been no response from residents.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting and then remove it from the agenda if no responses are received.
5.05    Newsletter  A newsletter was produced.    
Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) to remove this item from the agenda.
5.06
Verge Issues  This issue was addressed in the newsletter.  One stone has been removed from the verge outside one property, leaving only one.  Cones have appeared outside one property.  Nothing has been done about loose gravel on drives.  Both properties have now been sold.  The issue was discussed.      


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC is to ask Kathryn Gash (OCC) to write again in stronger terms about the driveway gravel problems.  (iii)  KG is to speak to residents again concerning the cones.  (iv)  If KG has no success SC is to write to all residents again concerning stones/cones.  

5.07
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a long discussion.       

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  ST is to wait for Tony Brummell (CDC) to come and look at the pond/pipe situation.  (iii)  MKB is to ask Ian Corkin (IC) (County Councillor) to chase up OCC regarding communicating with the riparian landowner over required dredging.  (iv)  The PC is to continue liaising with all riparian landowners regarding remedial works.  (v)  SC is to write again to residents regarding the verge in spring, this will mean that their current work project should be finished and is a suitable time for reseeding to take place.  (vi)  SC is to contact OCC again regarding the works in Mere Rd.  (vii)  JB is to send photos taken by a resident of the problems in Mere Rd to SC, for inclusion in her email.  (viii)  SC is to again request a supply of sandbags.  (ix)  SC is to report the gulley beside the post box as completely blocked by stones, on fix-my-street.
5.08
Speeding from the roundabout  Still no news.   

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.09
Insurance renewal  The Sports Club have agreed to make the payment.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda for confirmation.    

5.10
HS2 Timber    Nothing has been heard.      


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.11
Village Meeting  The follow up meeting was less well attended.  Ideas were put forward that non-Church goers should be encouraged to use the Church for other activities.  There is to be a ‘pop-up pub’ in the Church  from 8-10pm after carol singing on December 15th from 6.30-8pm (meet at 6pm for mulled wine at 1 James Court).  The Church has been decorated for Christmas.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda. 
5.12
Town and Parish Council Charter summit  SC circulated the link for the consultation and completed the survey herself.

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.    

5.13
Grit bins  These are still to be filled.

Resolved (i)  JB is to fill these shortly from the reserve supply.  (ii)  to carry this item forward to the next agenda.
5.14
Rotten fence posts  JB has heard from HS2 that they mostly do new fencing, but they will look at this in their new financial year.

Resolved  (i) to put this item on the March agenda.

5.15
Jubilee tree bough  This has still not been actioned.  

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB is to resubmit the report.

5.16
Appointment of an Internal Auditor  Only one auditor replied in the affirmative, with the others being too busy to take on another PC.  The price quoted is competitive and there is also the promise of a home visit, which makes things a lot easier for SC.

Resolved  (i)  SC to engage Eugenia Skelly, once referees have been checked.  (ii)  SC is to write and thank Elizabeth Cooper for her service over the last three years.
5.17
Carol Service and Christmas Lights  A resident has been happy to agree to turn on the lights.  JB has obtained some replacement lights.
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  RJB is to organise chairs and also transport for the resident to the tree and the Church.  

5.18
Parish Liaison meeting  MKB was unable to attend.

Resolved  (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.19
Charter survey  This had been completed by SC.


Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.

5.20
Worn Lines on the Road  SC has still had no reply from fix-my-street.  A resident has filled in a report and received a response.


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

5.21
HS2 Health Effects Survey  This item was in the newsletter.  There has been no response so far.  


Resolved  (i)  MC to give details of her experience to the interviewer.  (ii)  MC to speak to JB’s husband regarding the effects on the farming community before the interview.  (iii)  SC is to place news of the interview on the website so that people can get in touch with MC.
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.00)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  The internal controls for November were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid with the exception of the S137 payment for the village meeting, as confirmation of the acceptance of the amount was needed.       
It was reported that there was £15, 216.89 in the Treasurer Account and £4,693.78 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been paid out during November:

£100.00 to Royal British Legion (S144 (LG Act 1972) Encourage visitors – memorial wreath

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – account charges)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoice listed on the agenda was presented for approval:

Clerk – £373.25 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for December to be paid by s/o) 
Five more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – account charges) – to be paid under regular schedule

Village meeting and Tuesday Teas – £77.50- confirmation of amount had been needed
Npower - £33.18 – (Running costs – electricity) – to be paid under regular schedule
SC - £24.00 – (Gen Admin – Land registry documentation) – SC paid in advance
JB - £63.37 – (Running costs – Christmas lights) – JB paid in advance

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.20)
The Sports Club applied for a grant of between £250 and £300 for replacement of vital equipment under S137.  It was decided under urgent business that SC should obtain a copy of the land registry entry for a property, due to questions raised in the past about ownership of the pump. 

Resolved (i)  The PC will pay £300 to the Sports Club, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to check which is the most appropriate power to use to pay the money.  
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.30)

The site was discussed.  There has been some slight odour in recent weeks.  The site is not accepting rubbish at the moment.  This may extend the deadline for the site being full.  The EA legal action against the owners was due to take place today.  It is possible that some funding to the village will result, which could possibly be used for flood alleviation funding.    
Resolved (i) To note the position.         
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.40)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Dog mess and the TPO’S on the trees were covered in the newsletter. SC wrote to both the landowner and the helpful resident.  HS2 have confirmed that they will look at the matter of funding the play area fence at the start of their next financial year.        
Resolved (i) To note the position.
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.50)
There are no new residents this month.              

Resolved (i) To note the position.     
11.  CLERK’S PAY INCREASE (20.55)
The annual pay increase has now been agreed.  SCP 15 pay is to rise by £1 per hour, from £13.45 to £14.45.    
Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  to agree to pay the increase, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (iii)  SC is to alter the amount of the January pay slip accordingly.  (iv)  SC is to make a back payment to herself for the first 9 months of the financial year of £225.
12.  GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT CHANGES (21.05)

The PC discussed the issue. Two copies of the agreement need to be signed and returned.   
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
13.  INTERNET CHARGES (21.15)

There is to be an increase of £3.00 pcm in these charges, to £13.00 before VAT.  These still represent good value for money.    
Resolved (i) The PC accepts the new charge, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to adjust her website charges payment accordingly for the month of January onwards.
14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.20)

APP/C3105/W/22/3309489 – Land north of Banbury Rd – appeal dismissed

23/03180/LB – Mere House, Mere Rd – Re-building of existing chimney stack 
Resolved  (i)  to note the position on the appeal.  (ii)  SC to send in a no objections return to the rebuild application 
15.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.25)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
23/00636/CM – Prem Agg – Quarry – Retro on concrete batching - Decision issued – observations

21/00622/CM – Prem Agg – Quarry – Secondary agg recycling - Decision issued – objections

23/00113/CM – Prem Agg – Quarry – Water catchment scheme - Decision issued – no objections

OALC November update – 

p7 - defibrillators – these need to be labelled and the label checked regularly

p7 - TOE - interesting case study of a community orchard scheme – which had deer proof fencing and a footbridge funded
p10 - lotting of ancient woodlands – none in the area

p10 - biodiversity duty - a new responsibility from Jan 1st
p11 - Martyn's law is coming soon and will mean that the PC, or whoever lets the hall on their behalf, will have anti-terror precautions to consider for events.
p12 - legal update - pt 1 new legislation on funding Church clocks.
P12 – legal update - pt 2 a named person is needed to be responsible for the pavilion
p14 - nature recovery networks – these can be a source of funding

p 17 - employment briefing – a 'capability policy' is listed among requirements
Victoria Prentis MP November Newsletter – for information
News on rural housing provision – for information
Charter survey – completed by SC
Nature recovery networks survey – for information and participation
Primary Care strategy consultation – for information and participation
Oxfordshire conversations info – for information
Holiday rubbish collection details – for information  
Usual reports

Resolved (i) the three planning applications are simply to inform the PC of CDC’s position and do not need to be on the January agenda.  (ii)  MK is to check that the defibrillator is labelled and check the label when he inspects from now on.  (iii)  the PC will wait to hear from HS2 before appealing to TOE for funding.  (iv)  the PC will be mindful of biodiversity concerns from Jan 1st.  (v)  the PC will notify the VHMC when Martyn’s Law comes into effect.  (vi)  SC is to ask the insurers whether a councillor needs to be the named person and circulate the answer.  (vii)  SC is to investigate ‘capability’ policies.  (viii)  SC is to put the holiday rubbish collection info onto the website.  (ix)  to note the position.
16.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.40)
Death of a villager  It is with great sadness that the PC has become aware of the very recent death of the villager who was thanked for his work on the field last month.

Light Lunches  These are to be held on the fourth Tuesday of each month, in between the Tuesday Teas, the first to be on January 24th 2024.  These are being funded by the Poors Plot.  

Door to Door Sales  There has recently been a door to door salesman in the village, he spoke to one of the councillors.

Resolved  (i)  the PC sympathises with the bereaved family.  (ii)  MKB is to ask IC for help with funding the Tuesday Teas from his local fund, which was promised some months ago.  (iii)  SC is to check on the legal position on door to door sales with Trading Standards, as Finmere is a ‘no cold calling neighbourhood.’  (iv)  if necessary the PC is to put up more ‘no cold calling’ signs. 
(Items 5.01 and 5.07 were now discussed)

17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.39)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday January 9th 2024.                  
Meeting closed at 22.40. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None   
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