
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th December 2021 

Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Steve Myers (SM) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
Barbara Cunningham (BC) (Village representative to the Quarry Liaison Committee) and two members of the public

1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)
Apologies were received from County Cllr Ian Corkin (IC), Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG)

(Vice Chair), Cllr Mike Kirby (MK) and Cllr Peter Goss (PG).  
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall.  
3.  MINUTES (19.32)
The minutes of the meeting of 2nd of November 2021 were approved and signed.
4.  QUARRY LIAISON MEETING REPORT (19.33)
The report was delivered by Barbara Cunningham (BC), Village Representative.  The meeting took place at 1pm on November 9th at Newton Purcell village hall.  Those present were MKB for Finmere PC, BC as Village Representative, Neal Richmond (NR) for OCC, Matthew Case (MC) for OCC Planning, Cllr Barry Wood (BW) for CDC, Duncan Beaumont (DB) for EA, Gary Metcalf (GM) as Opes Operations Manager, Connor Pryke (CP) as Opes Techncial Manager, Paul Burton (PB) for Opes and James Foote (JF) representing Victoria Prentis MP.  Apologies were received from Cllr Ian Corkin OCC, Cllr Patrick Clarke CDC and Ian Fenny Opes.
GM gave the latest Opes report.  It was felt that it would have been helpful for committee members to have sight of this before the meeting.  The conditions of the enforcement notice have been completed.  Material is now tested before entry to the site and the gas monitoring system is nearly done.  BC had emailed reminding Opes of the request for detailed leachate figures prior to the meeting.  Since July 61 tanker loads have been removed from site.  
October was a bad month for odour.  There have been difficulties getting gas out of Cell 11.  This should all be sorted out by the 19th of November.  The odour neutralisation system has been in operation and in November there has been odour, but only for shorter periods before it is replaced by the deodoriser scent.  The site Facebook page is now up, the company say they are striving for complete transparency.  Cell 11a will be filled by mid-December and the CQA has been submitted for permissions on Cell 11b.  The company has voluntarily stopped accepting waste into the site but once Cell 11a is signed off they will start to take waste in again.
DB explained that the EA were turning their action plan for the site into an enforcement notice, this will carry more weight legally.  BC points out that this has been proposed by her at several previous meetings.  There has been a slight delay in capping but there should be completion in December.  There were 56 odour complaints in August, 175 in September, 63 in October and by November 9th there have been a further 10.  Action had been required on the issue of mud on the road as the situation in October was unacceptable.  
OCC confirmed that a planning contravention notice was being prepared over the issue of weekend working.  At this point BC raised the matter of a document in her possession which shows that the permission for concrete production was originally for ‘on site use only.’  OCC had no knowledge of this document and will investigate the matter.

MKB for the PC raised the issue of the smell and the fact that this was due to the exposing of the bottom of Cell 11.  This is being addressed and MKB agreed that Opes could post an explanation in the PC newsletter as their Facebook page would not be seen by all.  BC points out that villagers have since commented to her that the PC must be supporting Opes as they have featured their article in the PC newsletter.  It is felt that the PC must be very careful not to give this false impression and any further inclusions must be preceded by a caveat making this clear.  

All the planning applications for the site are currently on hold.  The matter of the CDC nuisance reporting line was raised in relation to odour reporting.  MKB explained that any active EA investigation trumps the possibility of action by CDC on a matter of public nuisance.   JB points out the importance of the EA keeping CDC informed of the progress of their investigation.  It is not felt that this is currently the case.  

There will be another quarry liaison meeting, for a brief update, on December 14th, again in Newton Purcell.   
5.  MATTERS ARISING (20.07)
5.01
Flooding  - There was again a lengthy discussion, during which the Chairman allowed comments by the members of the public present.  IC has not been well but has confirmed that he cannot accelerate the OCC timetable of works, the expected dates of which are not known to him.  He confirms that OCC do not accept that the head wall supporting one of the pipes into the stream is their responsibility.  ST questioned the apparent inconsistency over this head wall, which was repeatedly deemed to require removal or relocation as it obstructed flow, was unstable and could collapse and block flow.  Tony Brummell (TB) (CDC) has said this is OCC’s responsibility, inferring in an email to the riparian landowner that it was not said landowner’s responsibility.  This must be someone’s responsibility.  ST repeated his comments from the November meeting, namely that the lack of communication from IC/OCC over the range of flood mitigations identified since last December was completely unacceptable and reflected a complete disregard for the flood victims and Finmere residents.   

SC contacted the flood barrier manufacturers and circulated their material.  ST met with residents and investigated the best place for any barrier and the length of the barrier that would be required.  The PC would need to purchase 12m of barrier, the lower height of 500 cm would be easier to deploy and would be adequate to hold back water on the road.  This would cost some £2,000.  A suggestion is raised regarding the expansion of the grille taking water from Mere Rd and the enlarging of the pipe from this grille to the stream. Tony Brummell, CDC, has said that this would be a good idea.  There is a general dissatisfaction with the lack of communication and stonewalling from OCC.  A riparian landowner present confirms that they have had no communication from OCC regarding their responsibilities.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to obtain 3 quotes from civil engineers for the enlargement of the pipe to the stream.  (iii) SC to ask SLCC members for recommendations on the plastic barriers and ask the company for references.  (iv) MKB is to talk to IC again and ask him to press OCC regarding communications and a timeline for OCC action. 

5.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  Still no response from the SA.  VHMC have found that the cost of public liability insurance would make the change to the PC policy uneconomical.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) SC to again press SA for an answer. (iii) MKB to inform the PC solicitor that the VHMC lease will not include insurance. 
5.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  SC has initiated the process of registering the spinney as an asset of community value, if successful this should be in place by the end of January.  The PC has received a letter from the Mixbury Trust solicitors detailing the sale of the spinney before that date.  MKB has talked with HS2 representatives about available funding for the PC to purchase the spinney.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii) SC is to check the legal details of the application of the ACV registration.  (iii)  MKB is to pursue the possibilities of HS2 funding for the PC to purchase the spinney.  (iv) The decision on how to proceed will need to be made under urgent business.
5.04
Defibrillator Guardianship  Buckingham AED Projects have asked the PC whether they could be given the old cabinet to use as a training aid.  The PC decided under urgent business that this was a good idea.     
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to liaise with Buckingham AED to deliver the old cabinet.  (iii) to check whether MK has labelled the defibrillator with SC’s number.  
5.05
Cross Tree bench  KG has had the plaque fitted.    

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  
5.06
HGV Traffic  Lorraine Kelly appears to have left HS2 Fusion.    

Resolved (i) to remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) to keep an eye on the traffic situation.
5.07
Stable Close grass area  The area is now cleared.  The area will need to be raked and sown with grass seed next spring.  The fence between this area and the main green can then be removed.  In the fence between the area and the road several posts are rotten below ground, making the fence unstable.  They need to be replaced in the spring when the seeding is done and monitored beforehand in case the fence falls down. 


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting in order to address the matter of the damaged road fence.  (ii) to place the item of raking and seeding and removing the other fence on the February agenda.  
5.08
Paralympic Story  Nothing further has been heard.      

Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (ii) MKB to talk to the school about getting involved.  (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
5.09
Milestone  JB has been liaising with HS2 over the collection of the milestone, there is a lot of paperwork to complete.          

Resolved (i) JB to continue arranging collection.  (ii) the milestone to be stored at JB’s premises.  (iii) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  
5.10
Overgrown paths  There was an appeal for volunteers in the latest newsletter.  None have come forward so far.  SC has reported the gated road hedge on fix-my-street and it has been given a light cut and will be included on the schedule for OCC Highways from now on.    

Resolved (i) this item is to be placed on the agenda in February so that a working party can be arranged, or a contractor instructed if no volunteers have come forward.
5.11
21/03360/F – Holly House response  The response of no objection was circulated under urgent business and submitted by KG.

Resolved (i) this item can be removed from the agenda.  

5.12
MW.0048/20 – HS2 Borrow Pit response  The response with detailed objections on planning grounds was circulated and submitted by MKB.  The PC thanks him for his efforts.

Resolved (i) this item can be removed from the agenda.  

5.13
Street light  This has been fixed by ST.  The PC thanks him for his efforts.
Resolved (i) this item can be removed from the agenda.  

5.14
‘No HGV’ sign placement  MKB has not had chance to speak to Mike Wasley, OCC.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.45)

The monthly financial reports for November were presented. The internal controls for November were carried out. 
It was reported that there was £19,964.16 in the Treasurer Account and £3,324.66 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been received during November:

£5,634.50 from Groundwork (HS2 grant for village hall works)

The following had been paid out during November:

£390.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£100 to Royal British Legion – (S144 (Encourage visitors) – wreath for memorial service

£312.20 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for Dec
   £338.20 
to be paid by standing order
Paragon Tool Hire – c/o ST – concrete breaker  £92.40
to be paid by bacs

VHMC – share of mower costs

     £59.00
to be paid by bacs

Park End Construction – village hall work
   £900.00
to be paid by cheque

Park End Construction – village hall work
£1,464.00
to be paid by cheque

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

Park End Construction – village hall work     £2,704.20
to be paid by cheque

ICO – c/o SC - data protection reg fee
       35.00
to be paid by bacs
The application to NatWest for a free account was discussed.    
The payment of a fee to the Church for the use of the heaters was discussed.

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  (iii) MKB is to apply to Natwest for a community account. (iv) to carry the matter of bank account changes forward to the next meeting.  (v) to offer the Church a payment of £30 per meeting.
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (22.05)
No requests.  Response to 21/03360/F and MW.0048/20 were decided under urgent business as was the donation of the defibrillator cabinet.

Resolved to note the position.

8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (22.06)

All relevant matters had been discussed in Section 4 above.  

Resolved (i) to note the position.  
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (22.07)
SM reported that he had walked the playing field and did not observe anything of concern.  The village green status application has been accepted.  The PC has been successful in its application for a tree pack, which will arrive in March.  An offer has been received concerning the rabbit problem on the field.  

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) SC to take up the offer.  
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (22.10)
There are new residents in the village, and they have been given a welcome letter. 

Resolved to note the position.

11.  INTERNAL AUDIT ISSUES (22.11)

The PC considered the final matter of the Clerk’s contract.  A new agreement with up-to-date salary information and holiday pay details was presented.   
Resolved (i) MKB to sign the new document, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii) To remove this item from the agenda.  
12.  POLICY REVIEWS (22.14)

The Equality and Diversity policy, Dignity at Work policy and the Member/Officer Protocol were reviewed.  

Resolved (i) SC to make the minor changes decided on and update the documents on the web.  
13.  SAFETY FOR HORSE RIDERS (22.18)
MKB has not completed discussions with the British Horse Society.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the January agenda.  
14.  FOOTPATH WARDEN (22.19)

A volunteer has come forward to fill the position.

Resolved (i) SC is to liaise with the volunteer and provide information and maps.    

15.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (22.15)
21/00526/CM – Finmere Quarry – submission of further information in relation to extension of area approved for clay extraction (re-submission of 19/00583/CM) – MW.0026/19 – decision reached – no observations as the PC considered this at the last meeting under correspondence.

Resolved to note the position.
16.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.17)
Correspondence for meeting – 

None
Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda
Email conversation concerning the VHMC and the sale of the container

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda

Offer of help from Effiage-Kier for the village hall – for information

NALC advice on harassment and bullying – for information
OALC November update – for information
CDC budget consultation – MKB to check on election cost changes
Good neighbour scheme information – to be passed to Revd Goodall
Usual reports

Resolved  to note the position.  

17.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.25)
HS2 – MKB has had reports from Warren Farm of up to 40 lorries a day moving through the drive.  There is to be a new entrance constructed to the A421.  This will mean some 240 lorries a day, or one every 45 seconds.  This is too many for the permission, but nothing has been heard yet about any enforcement.                
Resolved To note the position. 

18.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.29)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday January 11th 2022.  Meeting closed at 22.30.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
Clerks and Councils Direct November 2021 

Glasdon brochure

CPRE Flooding and Pollution report   
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