
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th February 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
Three members of the public were in attendance.

1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Councillors Nigel Simpson (NS) and Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and from Cllr Richard Billingham (RB)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters and KG declared an interest in flooding matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 7th of January 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

This was not given as no District Councillors were present.  
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

A member of the public present raised issues concerning access to the new garage development.       
Resolved  (i) JB is to speak with Tingewick PC councillors regarding the issue of a footpath from the exit of the subway directly to the service station.  (ii)  SC is to write to the landowner regarding the repairs they have carried out to the stile, which have made the stile more difficult to climb over.  
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.49)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  To produce a newsletter to publicise the training event for the defibrillator on Feb 15th at 10.30am. (iii) MK to put the event on Facebook and to host the event at the hall.  (iv)  SC to put the training on the web.              
6.02
Spinney Developments  Issues were discussed.        

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB to circulate quotes for felling when they are received.  (iii)  JB to take delivery of free trees from HS2, having submitted an order, and to heel them in until they can be planted in the spinney.  (iv)  the PC will need to remove more debris from the spinney to allow easy access for the tree fellers.  (v)  the necessity and nature of the felling work is to be explained in a newsletter.        
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to meet with a riparian landowner shortly, to discuss ongoing issues.  (iii)  SC is to request a visit by an OCC Highways officer to confirm the location of a break in the drainage pipe in Mere Rd.  (iv)  SC is to contact the landowners that may be responsible for the broken pipe.  

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  GCM has been in touch and is pursuing this matter with Bucks CC.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue liaising with GCM.   
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing further has been planned at the moment.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  MC has not received any further information.          

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  SC is to forward the relevant emails from CDC to MC in order for her to chase this up.       
6.07
Review of Assets  No further sheets were returned.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.08
Speeding  There has been no further response from OCC.  


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to chase this up.
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  There has been no visit yet.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB and MC are to visit the resident concerned and discuss the issue.
6.10
Lifted Slabs  The work is to take place in April.   


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.    

6.11
VE Day Celebrations  The PC was informed of progress with plans.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  the PC asks that any marquee is not placed on the carpark, if damage to the surface could ensue.
6.12 
VAS Sign  Nothing has been heard on this issue.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.13
Appearance of roundabout  The matter was discussed.  The FMS report had received a ‘no further action’ decision.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) the PC will monitor the appearance of the roundabout going forward.
6.14
Light pollution  The matter was discussed.

 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to contact Tingewick PC and ask for their support in pursuing this.
6.15
Sign cleaning kit  MKB has received an email concerning the kits.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  MKB to arrange for collection of the kits from his address.    
6.16
Dogbin  The matter of the bin was discussed.  A member of the public present also raised the issue of an extra bin being needed on the playing field.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to order two bins, a Retriever 35 and a Retriever 50, both in red, along with suitable fixing kits, proposed ST, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (iii)  ST is to check what fixings will be needed for the playing field bin. 
6.17
Road Repairs  There is no information as RB is not present.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.18
Domestic Abuse Appeal  MC has confirmed that there are no known users of this service in Finmere.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.19
Highways and Transport survey  Cllrs had looked at the survey.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.30)

The monthly financial reports were presented.  Internal controls for December and January were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and arriving since, was presented and signed by MKB.          
It was reported that there was £21,818.80 in the Treasurer Account and £5,316.71 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during December:

£184.34 from Sports Club – grass cutting quarterly payment
The following had been paid out during December:

£35.00 to ICO (Gen Admin – GDPR)

£6.58 to Npower (Running costs – electricity

£32.50 to Mijan Ltd (General Admin – accounts package)

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£37.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)

£50.00 to Citizens Advice Volunteer Driver Service (S137 – village benefit)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£36.71 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £410.96 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for February) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.
Community First - £55.00 – (Running costs – subscriptions)

SLCC - £190.00 – (General Admin – subscriptions)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices, Community First - proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously, SLCC – proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.        
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.40)
There had been no requests for S137, and no urgent business had been carried out.  JB raises a request from the Church, for a new string of lights to be used for the pop-up pub events held at the Church.  JB also raises the matter of S137 funding being made available for the VE Day celebrations if the organisers require it.
Resolved (i) To fund the purchase of a new string of lights at a cost of between £75 and £90, proposed KG, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (ii)  to consider applications for VE Day funding if and when they are presented.
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.46)

The current situation on the site was discussed.  There is to be a village meeting on Feb 25th to set out the future of the site.  The owners hope to have completed cell filling and closed the site to the acceptance of landfill by March 7th or 8th.   Some odour has been detected.  Working has been carrying on late, possibly beyond allowed hours.  
Resolved (i) To raise the matters of odour and working hours at the village meeting.
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.56)
MC has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i) The hedge needs to be cut by March 1st.  (ii)  The VHMC is to carry out work on the mound following the receipt of advice from Wicksteed.  This cannot be done until there is some drier weather.           
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.00)
There is a new resident in Fulwell Rd.               

Resolved (i) KG is to deliver a welcome letter.
12.  PAVILION LEASE (21.05)

The new lease was not discussed as no comments had been submitted to MKB by councillors.
Resolved (i) To carry this item forward as a full item on the March agenda.  (ii)  All councillors to read the lease through and circulate their suggestions or indicate their acceptance.  
13.  TREE CHECKS  (21.10)

The matter was discussed.  
Resolved  (i) To keep this item on the March agenda.  (ii)  JB is to circulate the map of the PC tree locations.  (iii)  SC is to update the wording of the management plan.  (iv)  a schedule of inspections is to be established.
14.  FMS SUPER USER (21.20)

The recent email to MKB, detailing the benefits available to super users, was discussed.
Resolved  (i)  MKB is to include an item in the newsletter, explaining the mission of a super user and requesting volunteers.  
15.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.25)

24/03057/AGN – Tile House Farm, Fulwell Rd – open sided lean-to – prior approval not required

24/03396/F – Glebe Farm and stables – change of use from agricultural to equestrian, replace existing horse walker, four new all-weather paddocks 
MW.0001/24 – retrospective relating to formation of access road – additional information submitted

25/00129/F – Belmont, Mere Rd – new single storey garden room/store outbuilding 

Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  The PC has no objection.  (iii)  To note the position.  (iv)  KG is to visit neighbours and make a submission.
16.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.28)
Correspondence for meeting 
Bank mandate letter – see below
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on agenda

Local MP regarding parish events – see below
Staffordshire Police requesting info – see below
CDC regarding dog bin emptying price increase – see below
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

Local government standards consultation – filled in by Clerk

HS2 surplus saplings offer – taken up by JB
Rotten tree report from RB – reported to Bucks CC by Tingewick PC
Local plan review meeting invite – no one was able to go
Playground Cleaning Services info – for info only
ODS Council Services info – for info only
Age UK Survey – see below
Crime Prevention funding info – for info only
Road Closure notices – placed on web
OALC January update – see below
Usual reports – for info only
Resolved (i) SC is to talk to HSBC regarding the submitted mandate.  (ii)  SC is to furnish the MP’s office with available dates at the village hall.  (iii)  SC is to give the OCC planning portal contact to the police.  (iv)  The PC accepts the increase, as this is still the cheapest service available.  (v)  Cllrs can make individual submissions if they wish.  (vi)  Funding information in the update is to be noted.

17.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.45)
HS2  MKB has been contacted by HS2, there is to be an exhibition of the current and future plans in the village hall car park, between 3pm and 6pm on Monday March 24th.

Gated road  This has become very overgrown.
Fulwell Rd Condition  This has deteriorated severely due to traffic moved onto the road by HS2 road closures.  
Newsletter  The next newsletter will contain articles on Defibrillator Training, Work on the Spinney, the HS2 exhibition, Sensible use of dog bins, FMS Super User powers and the Valentine Pop Up Pub.
Resolved  (i)  To note the position.  (ii)  SC is to report this on FMS.  (iii)  SC is to report this to OCC. (iv) MKB is to produce this newsletter for distribution at the weekend. 
(Item 6.03 was now discussed)

23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.24)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday March 4th 2025.      
Meeting closed at 22.25.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
Clerks and Councils Direct January 2025 
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