
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 1st April 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB) and Richard Billingham (RB). 
In attendance:- 
Four members of the public were in attendance.

1.  APOLOGIES (19.30)

Apologies were received from District Councillors Nigel Simpson (NS) and Grace Conway-Murray (GCM), Cllr Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Cllr Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.31)

ST declared an involvement in Village Hall Committee matters, VE Day 80 matters and his planning application 25/00632/LB.  JB declared an interest in VE Day 80 matters and the works associated with the flood relief activity.
3.  MINUTES (19.32)

The minutes of the meeting of 4th of March 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the approved minutes on the web.    

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.33)

There was no report as no District Councillor was present.    
Resolved  (i) To note the position.    

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.34)

Members of the public present raised two issues:-

VE Day 80 Celebrations - A progress update was presented and the committee again thanked the PC for their support in all areas.

Council Activities – Details of the options for the forthcoming reorganisation of the current District and County Council structure were presented and explained.  The PC were informed that the County Council has significant funds earmarked for support of planning applications that remain unspent and are effectively “in limbo”.  Investigations are taking place to see if they can be unlocked for other use.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (20.10)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed with the specific topic of the lease being deferred to Item 11.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.                  
6.02
Spinney Developments  The actions of the last month were discussed.  Tree felling has been completed up to the amount permitted by the felling licence.  Villagers helped with the disposal of the logs.          

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.03 Flooding  There was again a detailed discussion.    
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  to contact Tony Brummel of CDC to progress the pond pipe work. 

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  Nothing to report. 

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  Nothing to report.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.06
HS2 Funding for Car Park and Play Area fence  Details have been sent to a CDC recommended supplier.          

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.          
6.07
Review of Assets  Sheets are still awaited.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.08
Speeding  A reply has been received from our County Councillor.  Funding is an issue.    


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.09
Public Access and Rights of Way  No response to the most recent letter from the Clerk.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    
6.10
VE Day Celebrations  The PC noted the report minuted in Item 5 above.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.11 
VAS Sign  Nothing to report.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.12
Light pollution  The matter was discussed again.

 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    
6.13
Dogbin  Delivery failed for unexplained reasons.  Items returned to Glasdon, who have been given yet more directions.  Awaiting delivery.     

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.   
6.14
Road Repairs  Nothing to report.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
6.15
Bank Mandate  All administration complete.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.16
Newsletter  The newsletter was printed and delivered.  

Resolved  (i)  To produce another newsletter for week commencing April 21st.  This is to include items on the A421/A4421 traffic disruption, the VE Day afternoon tea on 8th May, the VE Day party on 10th May and the Annual Parish Meeting.

6.17
Spring Clean  There was a good attendance, 17 adults and 2 children.  An average amount of litter was collected.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.18
Ragwort  Letters were sent and one reply was received.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.19
Citizens Advice  SC made the agreed donation to CAB.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.00)

The quarterly financial report was presented.  Internal controls for March were postponed as SC was not present.  The bank reconciliations were presented.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented.         
It was reported that there was £19,209.23 in the Treasurer Account and £5,340.97 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during March:

£24.26 from HSBC – account interest – Money Manager account

£185.20 from Sports Club – insurance contribution

£30.00 from SA Jones – logs – sale of asset

£100.00 from R Barstow – logs – sale of asset

£30.00 from LS Cooley – logs – sale of asset

£30.00 from J Walker – logs – sale of asset

£100.00 from N Wilkins – logs – sale of asset
£30.00 from AJ Smith – logs – sale of asset

£40.00 from A Hughff – logs – sale of asset

£40.00 from K Gregory – logs – sale of asset

£25.00 from P Tompkins – logs – sale of asset

£30.00 from N Ballantyne – logs – sale of asset

The following had been paid out during March:

£8.00 to HSBC (Gen Admin – bank charges)

£37.80 to HMRC (Gen Admin – Income Tax)
£216.00 to OALC (Gen Admin – membership)

£20.98 to JB – reimbursement – (S137 – Pop up lights)

£68.00 to Blakes Electrical – (Running Costs – defibrillator wiring)

£1,200 to Allies VE 80 – (S137 – village benefit)

£50.00 to Citizens Advice Bureau – (S137 – village benefit)

£374.25 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
£36.71 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £448.76 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances/tax for April) - paid s/o 
HSBC - £8.00 (Gen Admin – bank charges) – paid automatically

Absolute Tree Care - £1,800.00 (Running costs – asset maintenance)

No other invoices had arrived.

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to accept the bank reconciliations.  (iii) to approve payment of invoices – the Absolute Tree Care invoice had been dealt with under urgent business.     
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.05)
There had been no requests for S137.  Payment to Absolute Tree Care was agreed under urgent business.  
Resolved (i) To note the position.  

9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.07)

Published date for cessation of waste input has been reached.  Vehicles still entering and leaving site
Resolved (i) To note the position.  

10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.10)
ST and JB have walked the playing field this month and report that all is well.  Nothing else to report.            
Resolved (i) To note the position.             
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.13)
There are no new residents this month.  MC has delivered the welcome letters.               

Resolved (i) To note the position.
12.  PAVILION LEASE (21.15)

MKB has received an offer of up to £600.00 to cover the additional legal fees associated with the recommendations of the PC solicitor.  The PC agreed a few minor amendments to the proposed lease.  
Resolved (i) To delegate MKB to liaise with the solicitor in adjusting the proposed lease as per the recommendations and progressing it forwards.

13.  TREE CHECKS  (21.20)

JB presented the parish tree list.   The PC noted that the trees on the Stable Close bund were due for an inspection.  Some of the other trees may merit action.   
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  (ii)  To carry this forward to the next agenda.
14.  WORN LINES ON THE ROAD (21.25)

MK confirmed that these had been repainted.
Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

15.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.26)

The Clerk’s hours for the period 1 Jan 2025 – 31 March 2025 were presented.  There is an increase which is consistent with the increase in Clerk’s hours agreed previously.  

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.

16.  ENGAGEMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR  (21.27)
The letter of engagement from Eugenia Skelley was presented.  

Resolved  (i)  To engage Eugenia Skelley for the period 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  

17.  REVIEW OF PROCEDURES, INTERNAL CONTROLS AND INTERNAL       AUDIT RISK ASSESSMENT (21.29)

These matters were reviewed.  
Resolved  (i)  To approve and adopt the procedures, internal controls and risk assessment, proposed MKB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.

18.  AGENDA FOR APM  (21.32)

Age UK are already booked to present about avoiding scams.  
Resolved  (i)  The PC agreed to invite Andrew Morsley to present his findings, subject to any financial issues.  (ii) to contact Andrew Morsley to check his availability, preparedness and Pro-bono  status.

19.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.33)

25/00560/F – 20 Town Close – dropped kerb for vehicular access

25/00632/LB – Glebe House, Water Stratford Rd – demolition of timber and glass lean-to conservatory to the east – replace with brick-built orangery style construction with rear lobby

Resolved (i) The PC has no objection.  (ii)  MK to progress the PC response.    
20.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.36)
Correspondence for meeting 
None
Emails printed 

None

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda
Cross pavement EV charging point news – for info
Invite to make a positive change for your community – none can attend
Rural housing event invite – anyone who can, will attend
OCC Flood funding request for expressions of interest – for info
Age UK request for bus branding suggestions – all free to submit suggestions
Bucks response to Tingewick PC re light pollution – for info
IJT Ink offer – SC has said she will wait for another offer when ink is needed
Notice of road closures caused by HS2- for info
Invitation to Part Night Lighting workshop – none able to attend
Suggestion on newsletter distribution from resident – see below
Climate Engagement Webinar follow up slides and report – for info
OALC March update – for info
Request for an update on fly tipping removal from Cllr Grace Conway-Murray – see below
Police and Crime bulletin – for info
Usual reports – for info
Resolved (i) The PC will give this some consideration.  (ii)  Cllrs to inform SC of fly tipping situation so that she can update GCM.  
21.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.37)
Sight Screen – the condition may pose a risk as it is stored on the field.

Sinkhole – this hole, in the road by the Cross Tree, has been cordoned off for some time now and action should be forthcoming.

Fixture List – It is important that the Sports Club give the VHMC their list of fixtures as soon as possible, so that hall bookings can be coordinated.

Resolved  (i) To raise this under the playing field section at the next meeting.  (ii)  To raise this under the road repairs section at the next meeting, if it is not resolved by then.  (iii)  To address this under the pavilion section of the next meeting, if the list has not been received by then.
22.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.39)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday May 6th 2025, with the APM on May 13th 2025.      
Meeting closed at 21.40.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None
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