
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd October 2023 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Richard Billingham (RB), Jo Brooks (JB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC).
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.  
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Kirby (MK).    
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in all matters relating to the Village Hall.  KG declared an interest in flooding issues and stated that she would leave the meeting for this item.  MKB declared an interest in the planning submission in the Local Plan and stated that he would leave the meeting for this item.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 5th September 2023 were approved with corrections.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

4.  OPEN FORUM (19.35)

A member of the public present raised the issue of a public health survey being carried out by HS2, concerning the effects of large-scale infrastructure projects on the health and wellbeing of affected residents. 

Resolved  (i) MC is to run with this on behalf of the PC.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (19.50)
5.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  No developments have taken place.       

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) MKB is to continue liaising with the Club Chairman.            
5.02
Spinney Developments  Further issues were discussed.  Some more items have been removed.  HS2 have visited the spinney and were initially very enthusiastic about the work they could carry out to make improvements.  The PC would be expected to formulate a management plan.     

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.  (ii) Cllrs are still to pursue the removal of the remaining machinery from the site and may offer help toward the end of October (when JB is less busy with harvest).  (iii)  JB is still pursuing the matter of obtaining a conveyancer’s certificate from solicitors for CDC, regarding the sale of an asset of community value.    
5.03
VAS Sign  There is no more news.  

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  JB is to talk to HS2 Community Liaison about funding.
5.04
Leisure Equipment  This has not been included in a newsletter yet.         


Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
5.05    Newsletter  No newsletter was produced.    
Resolved (i) to send a further newsletter in the near future. 

5.06
Stones on Verge  The situation was discussed.        


Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) SC is to check with OCC as to what contact and response they have had from local households regarding driveways.  (iii)  KG is to talk to residents regarding stones.  (iv) Obstructions on the verge and driveways are to be addressed in the next newsletter.  (v)  If necessary, SC is to write to residents about stones again.      

5.07
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting to allow KG to leave – 22.14)  There was again a wide ranging discussion, including of OCC’s report on the remedial works carried out.     

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to check with CDC whether they have contacted the riparian landowner about the pipe into the pond, the relevant officer has been on leave.  (iii)  RJB is to speak to a riparian landowner concerning their willingness to allow Andrew Morsley to survey their land to identify potential flood mitigation measures, if he is able to obtain funding.  RJB should stress that the survey does not mean a commitment to agree to any subsequent proposals.  (iv)  SC is to write to a riparian landowner regarding the surveying of their land, if funds are obtained, and to ask about ongoing works suggested as necessary by OCC.  (v)  SC is to write again to certain residents concerning the condition of the verge, including thanking those who have removed obstructions.  (vi)  SC is to request more sandbags and ask OCC about work on the bank, drainage and kerb in Mere Rd.  
5.08
Speeding from the roundabout  Still no news.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
5.09
Insurance renewal  There are still issues over the Sports Club payment.


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB to continue to liaise with the sports club.  

5.10
HS2 Timber    Dave Butcher (HS2 Liaison) is checking on this.    


Resolved (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

5.11
Pension Compliance  This has been completed

Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.

5.12
Memorial to QEII and Milestone – No decision reached on this.

Resolved (i) To place this item on the March agenda.

5.13
Bronze Website Package – an annual direct debit has been set up and the amount is to be paid later in October.


Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.

6.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.20)

The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The bank reconciliation was signed.  The internal controls for September were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.     
It was reported that there was £17, 218.07 in the Treasurer Account and £4,693.78 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following was received during September:

£7,300.00 from CDC (Parish Precept part payment)

The following had been paid out during September:

£480.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 - grass cutting)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (Gen Admin – website costs)

£10.50 to HSBC (Gen Admin – account charges)

£5,718.51 to RT Machinery Ltd (Running costs – mower service)

£240.00 to SW Services (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting)

£373.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – £373.25 (LGA 1972 S112 - salary/expenses/allowances for October to be paid by s/o) 
Hugo Fox - £122.28 (general admin – website costs) – direct debit set up

Moore - £252.00 (general admin – external audit)

SW Services - £240.00 (HA 1980 S96 – grass cutting) – paid under regular schedule
One more invoice had arrived since the posting of the agenda and was allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

CDC - £535.39 (running costs – dog bins)
Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
7. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.35)
The PC was thanked for its offer of S137 monies for refreshments at the October 31st village meeting.  Payment of an invoice had been made under urgent business. A letter had been written to residents concerning trees obscuring a road sign.
Resolved (i)  SC is to ask the residents to remove a little more from the trees.
8.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.36)

The site was discussed.  There has not been a quarry liaison meeting.   MKB confirmed that the EA are to take legal action against the Opes directors for the odour that was emitted for so long from the site.  
Resolved (i) To note the position.         
9.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.35)
MKB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well, although there has been some more rabbit damage.            
Resolved (i) To put the issue of dog mess in the next newsletter.  (ii)  Information about the TPO’s is to be put in the next newsletter.  
10.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.45)
No new residents are known of.            

Resolved (i) To note the position.   
11.  MEMORIAL WREATH AND SILENT SOLDIER (21.46)
SC has ordered a Type B wreath.  
Resolved (i) to pay £100 to RBL for the wreath, proposed MKB, seconded MC, carried unanimously.  (ii)  The silent soldier is to be placed at the Cross Tree in mid-October.

12.  VILLAGE MEETING ON OCTOBER 31ST (21.48)

The PC discussed the issue.    
Resolved (i) to check on community feeling in the next newsletter.  (ii)  Cllrs are to attend the meeting if possible.  

13.  LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION (this item was dealt with at the close of the meeting so that MKB could leave) (22.21)

The PC discussed the listed planning suggestion in the plan.
Resolved (i) JB is to forward the response to the previous similar application to SC so that it can be tweaked and submitted.       
14.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (21.52)

The PC considered the hours worked by the Clerk in the last quarter.
Resolved  (i) to note the position.  
15.  CONCLUSION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT (21.54)

SC has posted the completed AGAR sheet and the notice of conclusion on the website and has put the notice on the noticeboards.  The PC discussed the conclusions of the audit.

Resolved  (i) SC is to check the dates for the public consultation very carefully next year.  (ii) to remove this item from the agenda.

16.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.55)
Correspondence for meeting
None
Emails printed 
Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded – 

Issues already covered on agenda
Connected Communities funding news – for information

Climate Adaptation Course info – for information

Slow Ways National Walking Network invite – to discuss with next Footpath Warden

OCC Town and Parish Council Charter Summit Invite – none able to attend

East Cherwell Rural Community Forum – none able to attend

OALC September update

Usual reports

Resolved (i) to note the position.

17.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.03)
Tuesday Teas  These have been getting a good turnout, there were 26 at the latest one.  There is enthusiasm to carry the scheme on.  JB applied to our County Councillor for funding back in April but nothing has been heard yet.

Waste pipe for Garage  This is being installed and connected to the foul sewage system to go down Mere Lane.  The road closures/traffic lights will hopefully not go on for long.

Grit bins  MC points out that some grit bins, out of the 7 owned by the PC, are now empty.  

Harvest Supper  This is to take place on Sunday evening (8th) from 5-6pm at the Church and then from 6pm onward supper at the village hall.

Fence Posts  There are some rotten posts in the playing field fence.  
Jubilee Tree  There is a dead bough which is in danger of falling.  
Resolved  (i)JB is to fill any empty grit bins from the reserve bag.  (ii)  JB will ask HS2 fencing people if they can replace the posts and also look at the possibility of fencing the play area.  (iii)  JB is to send pictures of the dead bough to SC for reporting on fix-my-street.

18.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.13)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday November 7th.               
Meeting closed at 22.25. 


CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None 
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