
MEETING OF 

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 1st September 2020 remotely via Zoom
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Mike Kirby (MK), Peter Goss (PG),  Joanne Brooks (JB) and Tim Ayling (TA)
In attendance:- County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC) and Sharron Chalcraft (SC) (Parish Clerk and RFO)
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from Councillors Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair) and Steve Trice (ST).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

There were no declarations of interest or involvement.  
3.  MINUTES (19.33)
The minutes of the meeting of 28th of July 2020 were approved with corrections.

At this point Sections 7, 10 and 14 (part) were considered as IC needed to attend another meeting.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (20.00)
4.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  c/f

4.02
Spinney Acquisition Funding  JB has again spoken with the Mixbury Trust, they are to try and hurry things along and get proceedings underway with their land agent.  c/f

4.03
Defibrillator Guardianship  c/f

4.04
Trees of Remembrance Plaque  MKB asks that the walnut trees be moved soon as they are obstructing his border.  The largest, which is some 2ft tall, is to be planted beside the bench by PG this weekend.  JB will take the other two.  c/f

4.05
Stable Close Play Area Refurbishment  c/f
4.06
Emergency Vehicle Access Signs  c/f

4.07
Spring Clean    c/f

4.08
Mower Service  c/f

4.09
War Memorial Valuation  The war memorial has been valued at between £20-25k.  It is currently insured for £24k and this is felt to be sufficient.  The valuation has been put on file by SC.  
4.10
External Audit  The exemption certificate has been returned and an acknowledgement received from Moore Stephens, the external auditor.  All necessary documents have been placed on the web and notification placed on the notice boards.

4.11
MW.0069/20 – Finmere Quarry – limestone extraction – the response to this application was prepared by MKB, finalised under urgent business and submitted.
4.12
20/01613/F – 1 James Court – replace garage door, refurbish – TA liaised with the neighbours and SC returned a ‘no objection’ response which has been acknowledged.

4.13
MW.0026/19 – Finmere Quarry – a response to this and 5 other applications with additional submissions (see Section 14 below) is being formulated under urgent business.

4.14
Winter Preparedness  All salt bins have been checked and they are undamaged and full.  The supply of salt held at Finmere Grounds Farm is sufficient for the winter.  SC has sent a reply to OCC.

4.15
Fly tipping  The only material on the bund now is a pile of hedge clippings, which may have come from the vegetation along the fence, which has been cut back by someone.  MKB suggests sticking a pallet into the gap as a temporary measure, although this might be a little unsightly it would prevent a recurrence.  JB is happy to tackle this with her family, using the remaining leftover railings from the old play area fence, if it can wait a little while, this being harvest time.  There has also been a complaint about fly posting.  A plethora of signs has appeared on the roundabout, even a car has been parked there with a poster attached.  IC points out that some 12 months ago the responsibility for enforcement on these issues changed and this is now the responsibility of CDC with Richard Webb being currently in charge of this area.  If the signs are causing a problem with safety, by being a distraction, they may be removed.  The car, if it is road legal and not contravening any parking laws, would be the responsibility of Thames Valley Police but it is doubtful that they would act.  TA points out that the car has been moved from the roundabout verge and is now parked opposite the Red Lion.  This will be reported.
4.16
Stable Close Fence  The tenants have spoken to the owners about this fence and their agents have had it repaired.  JB reports that the fence is now good, solid and upright, an excellent job has been made of it.  The vegetation along the path has been cut back by a resident but we will need to keep an eye on it in future.  
5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.15)

The two monthly financial report was presented. 

It was reported that there was £11,449.32 in the Treasurer Account and £4,824.06 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been paid in during July:

£552.44 from HMRC – VAT repayment

The following had been paid out during July:

£225.00 to Arrow Accounting (general admin – internal audit)

£19,680.00 to Silverstone Industrial Roofing (running costs – village hall)

£585.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£46.14 to e.on (running costs – electricity)
£303.95 to SC - (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

The following had been paid in during August:

£200.00 from Finmere Sports Club – loan repayment
£3,309.19 from HMRC – VAT repayment

The following had been paid out during August:

£390.00 to John Donaldson – (running costs – grass cutting)

£303.95 to SC - (general admin – for Clerk and RFO duties and internet and website costs)

SC has spoken to the internal auditor’s representative.  The engagement letters for the 2020/21 year are still to be sent out.  It is possible that Phil Hood will not continue next year, in which case a new internal auditor will need to be found.
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.20)
No requests for funding have been received.  The responses to MW.0069/20 and 20/01613/F were consulted on and submitted under urgent business, see Section 4 Items 11 and 12 above.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (19.34)
The operators have appealed against the EA notice of suspension.  A statement from Opes has been sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  The PC can be a party at the appeal hearing.  JB has been putting together a submission, it is necessary to bring back attention to the village and not let this become a standoff between the operators and the EA which ignores the effect on the villagers.  The fact that the smell has returned over the last couple of days will be included in the submission.  
MKB wonders whether the cold could be to do with it, the effect was the same last year in the cold weather.  JB wonders if rain or cold could be causing it, if plasterboard has been put into the cells (gypsum is a source of Hydrogen Sulphide when it rots down) then that would react more when wet.  It could also be the case that the smell is held down over the village by cold air rather than rising with warm air and being dissipated.  
The submission will be made under Rule 6.  Everyone can see all the contributions to the debate.  IC points out that David Periam has returned to OCC and it would be worth calling him to get the OCC view.  It is a good thing that he is back, he has a good ‘corporate memory’ of the site and events there.  MKB will give him a call.  IC also believes it would be worth encouraging the public to respond.  JB wonders if we have time, there is not long to run on the consultation time.  The time limit is Thursday Sept 10th.  MKB says that the PC can try to do something and thanks IC for the suggestion.  IC advises a flyer around the village.  It is important that people make a submission in their own words with no ‘cut and paste’ approach but the PC can give guidelines about how to submit.  JB is to give the information to TA and he will put it on the village Facebook page.   

The six outstanding applications on the landfill site have now received their extra submissions, MKB points out that they are a ‘complete Horlicks.’  The capacity of the lorries is given wrongly, the amounts of material to be removed are incorrect, the operational timing is wrong, two conflicting uses are given for the same materials.  The Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Plan identifies suitable sites and Finmere is rejected.  OCC has said that an area at the back of the site might be suitable for use, but the PC will object.  The EA is not happy with the plan’s treatment of the existing pile of rubble on site.  MKB is to formulate and circulate responses to all six applications under urgent business.
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.21)
The sorting out of the leases is still ongoing.  
Councillors confirm that there are no reports of problems this month.  

9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.22)
There are no known new residents. 
10.  MW.0048/20 – HS2 ‘BORROW PIT’ APPLICATION (19.54)

The application has been sent back under Regulation 25; more information is required.  The response has been decided under urgent business and submitted.  On the matter of sand, gravel and limestone extraction the PC cannot object as there is no planning reason.  Therefore, the PC has asked for the addition of a condition, namely that the operators are expressly forbidden from importing any sand or gravel, thus preventing the extension of use of the site.  The PC has also objected on the grounds of traffic volume.

11.  CROSS TREE BENCH (20.23)
MKB needs to move the bench from his barn.  MKB points out that there are no crossbars between the front and back legs of the bench, so the concrete fixings that he has will not be of use.  It is decided to make and position a bar and then sink the fixings in the ground using Postcrete.  MKB has been told this is in short supply at the moment but TA says he is happy to donate some to the PC.  This should arrive between the 7th and 9th of September; he will let everyone know when it has arrived and a (socially distanced) working party can be arranged under urgent business.

12.  PLAYING FIELD BOUNDARY TREES (20.28)

JB has been in touch with the Woodland Trust and has put in an application for 208 trees.  These comprise two free packages of 104 trees each – ‘working wood,’ which consists of Oak and Birch etc and ‘year-round colour,’ which has Hazel and Dogwood among others.  If we are successful in being granted the trees JB is to approach HS2 for help with the supports (stakes/ties).  If successful the trees would not arrive until March 2021 so the work of planting them will need to be done very quickly.  MKB points out that we will need HS2 help with the spinney acquisition and there must be six months between applications.  
13.  PLANNING CHANGES CONSULTATION (20.32)

CDC is to set up a Planning Policy Group of District Councillors to oversee the planning changes and keep things in line with public sentiment.  MKB is to be a member of this group.  Councillors are to send him their comments for submission.

14.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (20.35)

MW.0027/19 – Finmere Quarry – extend area for landfill – further submissions – reply to be submitted under urgent business – see Section 7 above
MW.0029/19 – Finmere Quarry – extend operation of MRF – further submissions – reply to be submitted under urgent business – see Section 7 above
MW.0030/19 – Finmere Quarry – extend extraction area, retain concrete plant – further submissions – reply to be submitted under urgent business – see Section 7 above
MW.0031/19 – Finmere Quarry – secondary aggregate recycling – further submissions – reply to be submitted under urgent business – see Section 7 above
MW.0041/19 – Finmere Quarry – use of lagoon/silt pond, stockpiling overburden – further submissions – reply to be submitted under urgent business – see Section 7 above
20/01802/AGN – Finmere Grounds Farm, Water Stratford Rd – Storage building, predominantly sprayer and chemical storage facility with bunded floors – prior approval not required

20/02029/F – Fuzz Farm, Fulwell Road – variation of condition 2 of 18/00847/F – minor alterations to the size and use of 1 agricultural building and installation of small sewage treatment system – the PC has no objections – SC is to submit the response
15.  CORRESPONDENCE (20.40)
Correspondence for folder – 

None 

Correspondence for meeting – 

None

Emails printed – 

Residents email concerning fly posting/landfill appeal against enforcement – see Section 4.15 and Section 7 above
Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda

Revised NALC guidance on remote meetings – for guidance

OALC July update – for information

Cherwell Local Plan Review notice – see Section 13 above

Cherwell Local Plan review report - see Section 13 above

CPRE caring for the countryside advice – for guidance

CPRE comments on the local plan consultation – for guidance

OCC Covid warning for Oxford – for information

OCC Rural Services report completion notification – for information

National Highway and Transport satisfaction survey – for completion

Planning, white paper consultation – the first section of this consultation, on the four main proposals for change, will need to be completed under urgent business.  The second section, the planning for the future white paper questionnaire, and the third section, transparency and competition, data and land control, can be agenda items in October

Usual reports
16.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS (20.50)
Trees on Valley Rd Verge  MK has been approached by a resident asking whether the three silver birch trees on the verge outside Grafton House could be checked and trimmed, during recent bad weather they have looked unstable.  When this request was circulated ST pointed out that the verge is the responsibility of OCC Highways, or at least this is indicated on the grass cutting plan.  SC is to report the matter to OCC.

HS2 Properties  JB points out that two of the properties in the village now owned by HS2 are beginning to look very unkempt and delapidated.  One is being used by HS2 staff and the other is currently empty.  SC is to report this matter to HS2.

Speeding on Old Banbury Road  TA has been asked what can be done about speeding on the Old Banbury Road.  MK says he is going to replace the battery in the speed sign in the next couple of days.  TA wonders if speed bumps could be put in but as MKB points out the PC has tried on many occasions in the past to get measures put in place but they are prohibitively expensive and Highways will not fit them.

Website  SC has circulated her ideas for the new look website and will be starting to set this up over the next couple of weeks.  Everyone is happy for her to proceed.

17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (20.57)
The date of the next meeting is to be October 6th.  Meeting closed at 20.58.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED
None
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