
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 7th June 2022 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chairman), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Steve Trice (ST), Peter Goss (PG), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC)
In attendance:- 
One member of the public

1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)
Apologies were received from County Councillor Ian Corkin (IC).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an involvement in all issues involving the Village Hall Management Committee and also the churchyard mower.  KG declared an involvement in flooding issues.

3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 10th of May 2022 were approved with corrections.  The draft minutes of the meeting of 17th of May 2022 were approved for presentation at the APM next year with corrections.
4.  MATTERS ARISING (19.34)
4.01
Flooding  - There was a discussion of the current situation.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) MKB to liaise with the riparian landowners on Water Stratford Rd.  (iii) SC to chase up entrance drainage issues with Paul Wilson OCC, copying in IC and Artur.  (iv)  To ask IC to raise the matter of the culvert blocking cable and ask for it to be added to the list of works.    (v)  SC to ask if the fallen tree can be removed if works are carried out to clear the stream.    
4.02
Sports Pavilion Issues  JB should hear from her valuer in a couple of weeks.  The solicitor is working on the heads of terms.           

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting. (ii) MKB to continue assisting the PC solicitor in proceeding with drafting the lease.     
4.03
Spinney Acquisition Funding  The process completing the purchase is ongoing.  The person in charge of grants for HS2 is to visit the village in the coming weeks with the HS2 information display vehicle.

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to next meeting.   (ii)  to request a local survey as part of the conveyancing and to accept the overage stipulations and fee amounts, proposed MKB, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (iii) SC to check on money transfers as some money is due now.  (iv) MKB to approach the HS2 grants department regarding funding for improvements to the spinney.  (v) MKB to produce a newsletter explaining all that has happened once the purchase is completed.  (vi)  SC to carry out actions required now that the spinney is registered as a community asset once the purchase is completed.
4.04
Paralympic Story  The local organiser is liaising with the Village Hall to book a date for the meet and greet.      


Resolved (i) KG and JB to continue liaison concerning future events. (iii) to carry item forward to the next meeting.
4.05
Milestone  JB has still not heard from the Milestone Society.  

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) JB to await the reply from the Milestone Society.    
4.06
‘No HGV’ sign placement  MKB has spoken with David Catlin (OCC) and he will look at relocating the sign to a better position.        
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  

4.07
Road repairs – broken road sign  Nothing has been heard from Tony Brummell (CDC) on this matter since the APM.      
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii) SC to contact OCC, copying in IC and TB, and request a replacement sign.        
4.08
20MPH Zone  Nothing further has been heard yet.    

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.

4.09
VAS sign MKB is still to locate all the parts in his garage.  The cost of a new sign is some £1,800.  Funding may be available from CAG community funding or from IC’s own County Councillor community fund.    
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) RB is to try and repair the sign using the spares from MKB’s garage.  (iii)  MKB is to take the spares to RB’s house.      

4.10
Speeding from roundabout Nothing heard so far. 
Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next meeting.    
4.11
Safety for Horse Riders  MKB has received 4 A3 sized posters which can be fixed to lampposts.  

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii) MKB to place one poster by the pond and another on the Old Banbury Rd.  (iii) suggestions for the placement of the remaining two signs can be sent to MKB.  
4.12
Oak beside Bridleway  SC has received a reply from the landowner, with an apology for the delay due to a misdirection of emails.  The tree will be looked at and any necessary work carried out.        


Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.    

4.13
Reviewed Documents  These have been updated and placed on the web.   
Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.  
4.14
Insurance Renewal  This has been paid.
Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.  

4.15
Meeting Dates  These have been put on the web and booked with the village hall.


Resolved  To remove this item from the agenda.  

4.16
Receipts and Payments Accounts  These have been sent to the internal auditor along with the AGAR and all audit information.  The internal auditor has not been able to schedule the audit in time for tonight’s meeting so an extraordinary meeting, to complete the AGAR, will need to be held on either June 21st or June 28th.  
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda. (ii) SC to schedule extraordinary meetings as necessary. 

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.30)

The monthly financial reports were presented. The internal controls for May were carried out. The invoices from last month have been paid.       
It was reported that there was £19,248.30 in the Treasurer Account and £33,325.13 in the Business Money Manager Account. 
The following had been received during May:

£148.57 from Sports Association – (payment for pavilion insurance)

The following had been paid out during May:

£130.00 to Acme Pest Control – (running costs – playing fields)

£390.00 to S W Services – (running costs – grass cutting)

£60.00 to Parochial Church Council – (general admin – heating costs)

£266.22 to BHIB – (running costs – insurance)

£42.36 to Jo Brooks – (S137 – Jubilee tree plaque)

£91.90 to George Browns – (S137 – churchyard mower repairs)

£65.00 to Acme Pest Control – (running costs – playing fields)

£47.40 to RT Machinery – (running costs – mower service)

£29.50 to Phillip Rushforth – (S137 – churchyard mower repairs)

£1,000.00 to Village Hall Management – (running costs – village hall)

£34.48 to Phillip Rushforth – (S137 – churchyard mower repairs)

£8.00 to HSBC – (general admin – account charges)

£343.45 to SC (general admin – (Clerk and RFO duties/internet & website costs/allowances)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – salary/expenses/allowances for June   £343.45 
to be paid by standing order
RT Machinery – mower parts


    £47.40
paid under u/b (see above)

Acme Pest Control – mole control

    £65.00
paid under u/b (see above)

Three more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.    

SW Services




£390.00
running costs - grass cutting

HSBC





  £11.00
general admin - account charges

Sharron Chalcraft



  £11.15
general admin – postage costs

Resolved (i) to note the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.     
6. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.48)
No S137 requests had been received.  The payment of some invoices was decided under urgent business.  
Resolved to note the position.

7.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.50)

There is still no smell.  The owners made a generous donation to a Church charity this month.  There are plans to close the landfill operation at the site in the next 18 to 24 months.      
Resolved (i) to note the position.  
8.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.55)
All councillors have walked the playing field this month and all is well now that ST has filled in some rabbit holes.  The Sports Association have raised the matter of overhanging trees in an email.  It transpires that these trees are actually on the spinney land and have TPO’s on them.  The PC cannot progress any work on this until the land purchase is completed.
Resolved (i)  SC is to contact the pest controller regarding the number of rabbits present.  (ii) SC is to inform the SA of the situation regarding the trees.      
9.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.00)
Three houses have been sold but there are no new residents yet.         

Resolved (i) to note the position.  (ii) SC to forward the welcome letter to KG so that she can deliver this when people do move in.
10.  JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS/COMMEMORATIONS (21.01)

The events went off very successfully.  The beacon lighting was well attended.  The cream teas on Saturday were very popular, with almost all of the 80 scones being given out.  MK took many photos of the weekend. and it is thought a good idea to look into producing a photobook that could be purchased by residents if they wished, with the photos also made available on the web via a link to the myfinmere site from the PC website.

Resolved (i) To place this item on the July agenda.  (ii) to give thanks to JB/KG and all those who helped with the preparations for the beacon and the hospitality on the night.  (iii) to thank PG for his company’s kind donation of the cream teas.  (iv) JB is to present the invoices for payment once they have been collated.  (v) JB is to register the trees planted as part of the Queen’s Canopy; the link has so far not been working.  (vi) to hold a ceremony to place the plaque on the Jubilee Tree, possibly together with the placing of the milestone.  (vii)  To look into producing a photobook of the events to sell to residents for a nominal fee and also to make the photos available on the web via a link to the myfinmere site from the PC website.    

11.  STABLE CLOSE GREEN SPACE FENCES (21.09)

The fence between the former play area and the main green is to be removed and the fence between the former play area and the neighbouring property is to be mended by a working party.  
Resolved (i) To organise a working party for September 17th to remove one fence and mend the other, with re-use of materials where possible.  (ii) ST to strim the newly grassed area until the fence is removed as the grass cutting contractors mower cannot access it.    

12.  REPLACEMENT TREE ON BUND (21.12)

The replacement tree has been planted by the resident and is thriving.   

 Resolved (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  

12.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.15)

22/00834/F – Rosethorpe, Water Stratford Rd – redevelopment of several disused barns into single 4 bed house to carbon neutral standards – application refused.  
21/01723/LB – Tudor House, Mere Rd – replace 2 x rotten wooden windows in outbuilding and 1 x metal window with rotten cill in main building - permission subject to conditions.

MW.0030/19 – Finmere landfill site – extension to area approved for sand and gravel extraction – withdrawn
MW.0027/19 – Finmere landfill site – extension to area for non-hazardous waste landfill – withdrawn

14.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.16)
Correspondence for meeting – 
None

Emails printed – 

Issues already covered on the agenda – see above
21/04046/F – 16 Town Close – two storey rear extension – application permitted (this will need to be on the July agenda)

Emails forwarded –

Issues already covered on agenda – see above
Broken bollard report from fix-my-street – there is to be no action taken

News of HS2 mobile visitor centre visit – for information
Oxford transport plans consultation – for information
OALC May update – for information

A421 50mph limit consultation – see below

Notifications of traffic measures and road closures – for information

Usual reports – for information
Resolved  (i) to note the position.  (ii) the PC supports the proposal of a 50mph limit, proposed ST, seconded MKB, carried unanimously – SC is to submit a response

15.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.25)
Speeding and overhanging trees on Old Banbury Rd   ST has been approached by a resident concerning these issues, which have been raised in the past.  
Resolved  (i) SC is to report the matter on fix-my-street.  (ii) to place this item on the July agenda
Tree stump on Banbury Rd verge  This has been left behind after the tree fell and is causing quite an obstruction on the verge.   
Resolved  This is the responsibility of the landowner.
Resignation  At this point PG resigns as a councillor due to the pressure of work – supply chain problems and the nature of his business have made it difficult to attend meetings for some time and the situation is getting worse rather than better.  

Resolved  (i)  MKB offers the PC’s thanks to PG for all his efforts over the years.  (ii) SC is to post a vacancy notice.  (iii) a candidate has come forward for co-option and this can be looked at once the vacancy notice period has been served.  (iv) to place Co-option on the July agenda.
Newsletter  MKB suggests that a newsletter highlighting the coming visit of HS2 and looking back at the village Jubilee events would be a good idea.

Resolved  A newsletter is to be produced and circulated as soon as possible.

26.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.32)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday June 21st or June 28th 2022 (for an extraordinary meeting), followed by July 12th 2022 for the monthly meeting.  MKB apologises for June 21st or 28th, MK apologises for July 12th.  
Meeting closed at 21.33.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
None
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